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City Meets Public School “Minimum Standard” Requirements 

MANCHESTER, NH - - This evening at the Board of School Committee meeting Mayor Ted Gatsas and 
Superintendent Dr. Thomas Brennan announced that all Manchester public schools met the Minimum 
Standards for Public School Approval as set forth by the New Hampshire Department of Education (NH 
DOE Administrative Rules for Education Ed 306).   

Superintendent Dr. Thomas Brennan began, “I am proud to announce that the school district of the City of 
Manchester has met the minimum standards requirement by the New Hampshire Department of 
Education.  This is more than a step in the right direction; this is a milestone for the school district and 
comes as the direct result of a true team effort.” 

For the Manchester School District to meet the defined “minimum standards” changes needed to be made 
to facilities, staffing, health and life safety items.  All of these changes were attended to and accomplished 
in coordination by school district personnel, the Manchester Fire Department, the Facilities Division and 
the Health Department.  Mayor Gatsas added, “To move from where we were to where we are today was no 
small task.  I am pleased to see the positive result of this collaboration.  Dr. Brennan took a leadership role 
on this issue and he is to be commended for his efforts.”   

The Manchester School District had failed to meet the Minimum Standards for Public School Approval for 
over ten years and was notified through the office of the Commissioner of Education Virginia Barry of its 
current approval (see attached letter).  Minimum standards set forth in Ed306 include, but are not limited 
to: healthy and safe learning environments, school accessibility, appropriate instructional resources, food 
and nutritional requirements, air quality and staff qualifications.  A complete listing of the Minimum 
Standards for Public School Approval can be found at:  
http://www.education.nh.gov/legislation/documents/306_adopted.pdf.   

“This is wonderful news for the city of Manchester, our school district, teachers, parents and students.  We 
are no longer talking about a district in need rather we are talking about a district moving forward in a 
positive direction and educating our students in the best way possible to prepare them for their futures,” 
concluded Gatsas. 
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