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As the school year begins, Manchester is focusing on school safety and school climate with 
renewed vigor.  In part, this is because HB 1523 was passed and signed into law over the sum-
mer.  Commonly called the ‘Anti Bullying Law,’ HB 1523 has several provisions that aim at 
helping students, families, and school personnel enable a safe school climate: First, the law 
defines ‘Bullying’ as “a single significant incident or a pattern of incidents involving a writ-
ten, verbal, or electronic communication, or a physical act or gesture, or any combination 
thereof, directed at another pupil which: 
 

(1) Physically harms a pupil or damages the pupil’s property;  
(2) Causes emotional distress to a pupil;  
(3) Interferes with a pupil’s educational opportunities;  
(4) Creates a hostile educational environment; or  
(5) Substantially disrupts the orderly operation of the school. 

 
The HB 1523 goes on to say that Bullying “shall include actions motivated by an imbalance of 
power based on a pupil’s actual or perceived personal characteristics, behaviors, or beliefs, or 
motivated by the pupil’s association with another person and based on the other person’s char-
acteristics, behaviors, or beliefs.”  Finally,  HB 1523 makes provision for “Cyberbullying” by 
defining the use of electronic devices to ‘bully’ as prohibited under the law. 
 
Further HB1523 includes provisions that require schools to provide annual staff training to 
prevent bullying and annual reports to the State of New Hampshire Department of Education 
regarding the number of incidents of bullying and cyberbullying. 
 
Monica Zulaf, Executive Director of the YWCA New Hampshire in Manchester, was a con-
sistent advocate for this legislation.  She says, “Schools will be safer places because annual 
training will keep this important issue on the radar in every SAU.  Effective training pro-
grams, like those offered by the YWCA, will enhance an atmosphere of safety in our 
schools.  “This is a significant legislative victory for children and for schools across the state.” 
 
The Youth Risk Behavior Survey, which monitors six categories of priority health-risk behav-
iors among youth and young adults, has been used for the last several years in Manchester 
High Schools to measure, among other things, school safety.  The Makin’ It Happen Coalition 
facilitates this survey in partnership with the Manchester School District.  Trends show that 
school violence is decreasing significantly in Manchester Schools from 2005 to 2009.  The 
percentage of students who were in a physical fight on school property one or more times dur-
ing the past 12 months dropped from 11.62% to 8.3% from 2007 to 2009.  With that progress 
in mind, it must be said that no student or staff member should be at risk of violence at school. 
 
With this new tool, and strong support for safe schools from the Mayor, Board of Alderman, 
Board of School Committee, Superintendent and all those who value a safe school climate, 
this promises to be a great year from improving school safety.  When students and staff feel 
safe in schools, the opportunity for academic success and community building is increased. 
 

         -Marty Boldin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Estefania Gonzalez is the cheerful 
“Hello” you hear on the phone at the Of-
fice of Youth Services, after school and in 
the summers.  For almost two years, 
Spanish speakers calling OYS have had 
the benefit of her bi-lingualism making 
this office easier to access.  She is also a 
Mayor’s Youth Advisory Council mem-
ber and a Junior ROTC participant. 

Friends Forever Peace Making Event  
Livingston Park, July 25th 2010  
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Community Friends 

Community Calendar_____________Community Calendar_____________Community Calendar_____________   
      
 National Night out Against Crime - Saturday, August 7, 2010 @ Lafayette Park, Notre Dame Ave (located in 

front of St Mary’s Church)   From 12 noon to 7 PM (tentative times)   
 African Caribbean Fest - August 7th, @ Veterans Park    
 11th Latino Festival 2010 - Saturday,  August 21, 2010 @ Elm St. www.latinosunidosnh.org   
 People Fest - Saturday August 28th 2010 @ Veteran’s Park Manchester www.peoplefestnh.org   
 Glendi 2010 -  September 17th-19th @ St. George Greek Orthodox Cathedral 650 Hanover Street, Manchester 

www.stgeorge.nh.goarch.org   
 Afternoon at the Movies - Every Wednesday in August 1:00-3:30pm @ City of Manchester Public Library  

http://libraryinsight.com/calendar.asp?sm=&jx=i1p&nMonth=8&nYear=2010&x=3      
 Inspired Recovery—September 17th from 6-11pm @ New Hampshire Institute of Art French Building Audito-

rium 148 Concord St. http://www.wix.com/inspiredrecovery/ir   
 National Chili Fest - October 1st-3rd @ Veterans Park  http://www.yourmanchesternh.com/chili/    

 
Summer Programs At Elmwood Gardens 

 

CHILDREN’S THEATRE Thursday August 5th 
JACKE AND THE BEANSTALK & THE TWO HEADED OGRE  
1:00 PM – FREE    
45 min play for 4-9 year olds but all ages are welcome.  PARENTS INVITED! 
See Wendy for details.  Transportation provided. 
 
CHILDREN’S THEATRE Thursday August 19th 
PETER AND THE WOLF 
1:00 PM – FREE   
45 min play for 4-9 year olds but all ages are welcome.  PARENTS INVITED! 
See Wendy for details.  Transportation provided. 

Friends Forever Peace Making Event  
Livingston Park, July 25th 2010  

mailto:oys@manchesternh.gov?subject=General%20Inquiry%20about%20OYS�
http://www.manchesternh.gov/youth�
http://www.latinosunidosnh.org/�
http://www.peoplefestnh.org�
http://www.stgeorge.nh.goarch.org�
http://libraryinsight.com/calendar.asp?sm=&jx=i1p&nMonth=8&nYear=2010&x=3�
http://www.wix.com/inspiredrecovery/ir�
http://www.yourmanchesternh.com/chili/�
http://www.manchesterpal.org/
http://www.ywcanh.org/
http://www.use.salvationarmy.org/manchester
http://www.volunteernh.org/html/cityyearnh.htm
http://snhshome.homestead.com/
http://www.manchesternh.gov/website/Departments/Health/Services/NeighborhoodHealth/tabid/748/Default.aspx
http://www.mbgcnh.org/
http://www.gmfymca.org/manchester/index.php
http://www.friendsforeverusa.org/
http://www.anselm.edu/Institutes-Centers-and-the-Arts/Meelia-Center.htm
http://www.mediapoweryouth.org/
http://www.girlsincnewhampshire.org/
http://www.makinithappen.org/
http://www.twitter.com/oysmanchester
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Manchester-NH/OYS-Manchester/157710073881
http://www.youtube.com/oysmanchester


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marty Boldin, Director 
Carlos Agudelo, Youth Services Counselor 

Dan Daigle, Juvenile Firesetter Program 
Jon Donovan, Youth Services Counselor 

Dan Duval, Outreach Worker 
Estefania Gonzalez, Office Assistant 

Jeff Gore, Outreach Worker 
Shannon Hebert, WYR Project Specialist 

Dorothy Krasner, Administrative Assistant 
Peter Lennon, Juvenile Firesetter Program 

Karen Lord, Youth Services Counselor 
Andrew Messinger, Americorps VISTA 

Andrew Quigley, NH National Guard Counter Drug Liaison 
Mario Peña, Youth Services Counselor 

Charles Pierson, Juvenile Firesetter Program 
Joyce Pollinger, Juvenile Firesetter Program 

Hector Urrea, WYR Project Specialist 
 

Meet the OYS Staff 

City of Manchester 
Office of Youth Services 
1045 Elm Street, Suite 204 
Manchester, NH 03101 
(603) 624-6470 

Our Mission: 
The City of Manchester Office of Youth Services helps all young people by providing ef-
fective solutions to a variety of challenges encountered by youth and their families.   
 
By offering a supportive environment for young people to address issues like alcohol and 
drug abuse, juvenile delinquency, truancy, and problems at home, the City of Manchester 
Office of Youth Services helps disconnected youth.   
 
Likewise, the City of Manchester Office of Youth Services also provides significant re-
sources to young people who are catalysts for positive change in the community. 
 
Office Hours: 
Monday—Friday, 8:00 am—5:00 pm 
Evening hours available by appointment. 
 
Contact Us: 
By phone: (603) 624-6470 
By E-mail: OYS@manchesternh.gov 
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