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City to kill
invasive
water plant

By MARK HAYWARD

Union Leader Staff
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MANCHESTER — City officials want to use an
herbicide to kill a reed-like plant that is choking
the shores of Crystal Lake in south Manchester.

Plans are to hire Municipal Pest Manage-
ment Service of York, Maine, to apply the her-
bicide Rodeo on locations around the lake,
which hosts the only public beach in the city.

Art Grindle, head of the Manchestey Urban
Ponds Restoration Program, said the effort is to
control the evasive plant phragmites communis,
which has started to overtake the shoreline and
shallow areas of the lake.

If the plant continues to spread, it will choke
out native species and harm habitat for song-
birds, he said. About a half-acre of both public
and private property will be treated; most is in
the water itself,

Grindle said the city will use $6,500 from its
Supplemental Environmental Projects fund to
pay for the treatment.

Grindle said pesticide use is tightly regulated
in waterways, and Rodeo is one of the few
chemicals allowed in such instances.

Once it hits the water, Rodeo breaks down to
base chemicals of nitrogen, phosphate, carbon-
dioxide and water, Grindle said.

It will be sprayed by hand-held applicators.
It works best when applied in the late summer,
he said.

The New Hampshire Division of Pest Control
is seeking comments on the spraying and could
hold a public hearing if requested. It can be
contacted at 271-3551.

Grindle said Stevens Pond is infested with
phragmites communis and another invasive
plant, purple loosestrife.

“That is as close to overrun as you can get,”
he said.

He said the state Department of Environ-
mental Services has a program to combat inva-
sive species.

He wants to come up with a plan for Stevens
Pond “without breaking the bank.”




