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SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE CIVIC CENTER 
 
 

October 3, 2000                                                                                           5:30 PM 
 
 
Chairman Wihby called the meeting to order. 
 
The Clerk called the roll. 
 
Present: Aldermen Wihby, Pariseau, Cashin, Hirschmann, O'Neil 
 
Messrs: P. Levy, S. Dunham, S. Ashooh, Alderman Levasseur, J. Taylor, 
  Alderman Lopez 
 
Chairman Wihby addressed Item 3 of the agenda: 
 

Assignment Agreement between the City, ARAMARK Corporation and 
SMG allowing for assignment in connection with the Management 
Agreement between the City and Ogden Entertainment, Inc. 
 

Alderman O'Neil stated I talked to the City Solicitor earlier and he indicated he 
didn’t get that until 7 PM yesterday.  We have had some discussions about getting 
paperwork in in a timely manner. 
 
On motion of Alderman Cashin, duly seconded by Alderman O'Neil, it was voted 
to approve the agreement. 
 
Alderman O'Neil asked, Peter, how are we doing on trying to get some of those 
ratios up with some of the contractors and has the committee met yet and what are 
their findings. 
 
Mr. Levy replied they have not met yet.  Until we get some more people out there, 
the levels are pretty stagnant right now at that 30% level whereas others like 
Demeron who said 85% local residents haven’t seen that yet because they don’t 
have many people on the job. 
 
Alderman O'Neil asked are we doing anything to encourage the sub-contractors 
who are not coming close.   
 
Mr. Levy answered what we have done is taken a set goal that they are going to try 
and make and that is where we are going to hold their feet to the fire on those 
goals so what I am trying to do is get together, once we have all the contractors put  
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together, list out all of their goals and then we can track them and hold them 
accountable. 
 
Alderman O'Neil asked will some of them have run their course by the time we get 
to that point.  For instance, the site contractor? 
 
Mr. Levy answered we should have all contractors under contract by the end of 
this month. 
 
Alderman O'Neil stated but for instance the site guy.  He had a very low number. 
 
Mr. Levy replied he is about done, but he will be back again in the spring. 
 
Alderman O'Neil responded but you know what I am saying.  We didn’t push on it 
early so he has run his contract and nothing was really done to encourage him to 
get his numbers up. 
 
Mr. Levy replied we need to set up some kind of accountability. 
 
Sandy Dunham with SMG stated I would like to introduce myself. 
 
Alderman O'Neil stated I have never met this woman but I have talked to her on 
the phone and the alcohol policy that we are working on, one phone call and 
Sandy already sent up some stuff that is going to be very useful.  I think that is one 
of the encouraging things about this change to SMG.  In my opinion, we have 
already seen a very positive impact by SMG coming on board.  I want to give 
Sandy credit for that. 
 
Ms. Dunham replied thank you.  We have been on-site working with Peter for two 
months and will be staying for your vote tonight.  I think we have a good 
relationship set-up.  We have a separate development company that works on 
construction that Peter is familiar with and I am more of the operator side of it.  
We hope to have a GM within the next 45 days so that you have presence and 
community involvement, but in the meantime I would encourage everyone in this 
room to direct people to me and I certainly will get back to them within 24 hours.  
If you have people looking for some touch and feel, please feel free to direct them 
to me.  We are compiling a list and when we get staff on site we will jump on that. 
 
Chairman Wihby asked, Solicitor Clark, everything we had originally is in this and 
this should guarantee us with a bigger company. 
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Solicitor Clark answered it is a little bit better.  ARAMARK bought out the stock 
of Ogden and actually absorbed Ogden.  In doing that, they absorbed all of the 
prices and responsibilities under the agreement.  They would like to assign us 
SMG who does the management of these types of facilities throughout the 
country.  In addition, SMG has given us their guarantee and ARAMARK is going 
to stand behind them with their corporate guarantee. 
 
Mr. Ashooh stated we went through this and I think the due diligence process was 
a thorough one.  All of the requirements are there and still met.   
 
Alderman Hirschmann asked which Committee is going to talk about the 
applications that we are getting in the City Clerk’s Office for selling balloons and 
hot dogs and all kinds of stuff and about setting up a vending zone.  Is it going to 
be this Committee working with SMG?  There are people asking for permits to sell 
various things and I don’t know what language is in there to protect SMG and how 
far we are going to buffer them.  Do we want to make up an ordinance? 
 
Alderman O'Neil answered one has already been awarded I think. 
 
Alderman Hirschmann replied no. 
 
Clerk Bernier stated the Committee on Administration will be working on that.   
 
Alderman Hirschmann asked so this Committee is not going to take up that issue. 
 
Chairman Wihby asked take up the issue as far as what. 
 
Alderman Hirschmann answered how close these people are going to be allowed 
to get to…we have to protect SMG because they have the vending rights to the 
facility. 
 
Chairman Wihby stated first of all, it goes to Administration.  I think 
Administration can handle that looking at SMG’s contract.  The Solicitor can 
advise them whether or not it comes under SMG’s contract or has anything to do 
with the civic center or not.  If it has something to do with the SMG contract, it 
probably should come back to this Committee. 
 
Solicitor Clark stated the Administration Committee can always ask for SMG’s 
input on it. 
 
Alderman Hirschmann stated I think that is a concern that should be dealt with 
within the next few months.  It is just a loophole that we want to close. 
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Chairman Wihby stated the other thing is, and that I what I thought you were 
going to bring up, was the thing in the paper about the Planning Board having 
meetings. 
 
Alderman Hirschmann stated the Planning Board has created a sub-committee of 
the Planning Board to deal with an overlay district.  They were talking about 
making one-way streets and signage, etc. 
 
Chairman Wihby replied I don’t know why…we had originally discussed that kind 
of stuff in the Civic Center Committee.  I don’t know why the Planning Board is 
doing that. 
 
Alderman Levasseur stated I am on the Planning Board Committee. 
 
Alderman Vaillancourt asked how was the committee set-up.  Is it a legal 
committee?   
 
Chairman Wihby stated we had started discussing that stuff in this Committee.  
We said that zoning was come up and parking and everything else.  I don’t know 
how it ended up where it is. 
 
Alderman O'Neil stated actually an amount of money was approved in the CIP 
budget for the Planning Department to hire a consultant to come up with that.  I 
don’t know where that is at. 
 
Alderman Hirschmann stated they were supposed to do a pedestrian study and a 
parking study and all of that stuff. 
 
Alderman Pariseau asked this isn’t the purpose of the committee that was just 
recently formed. 
 
Alderman Levasseur answered it seems like a committee that is made up of people 
who own businesses and some of the residents who have property down here.  
There are a couple of people from the inner City on there so they can make sure 
that…Mr. Boutin wants to make sure that we don’t build a city that is going to 
have a lot of free standing McDonalds and Burger Kings.  He wants to keep the 
integrity of the whole area intact and he wants to make sure that there is an overlay 
zone on. 
 
Alderman Hirschmann asked so if McDonalds wants to go where Richdale is, they 
are not allowed to go. 
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Alderman Levasseur answered it is not a matter of whether they are allowed to or 
not, it is just a matter of planning for those kind of things coming in and maybe 
rezoning and not letting them go all the way over to Union or Spruce Street and in 
the back neighborhood areas. 
 
Chairman Wihby stated we talked to Mr. MacKenzie about that and that is one of 
the things that he was going to go and do.  He was going to draw up a plan and 
come back to us so we could look at it. 
 
Alderman Levasseur replied right and Mr. MacKenzie sits on that committee. 
 
Chairman Wihby asked so you are just taking this sub-committee of the Planning 
Board, doing all of this work and then you are going to come back to this 
Committee and say here is what we came up with. 
 
Alderman Levasseur answered correct.  They are going to have recommendations 
to this Committee. 
 
Mr. Ashooh stated this is an issue that came out of the fact that I would be getting 
approached by property owners in the area and they had been approached by 
somebody who wants to buy their property or they are now interested in 
developing their properties and they have been looking to the City on some 
guidance as to what is permissible and what is not permissible and how to handle 
certain situation so I referred that to Planning. 
 
Chairman Wihby asked so this is just a sub-committee of the Planning Board that 
is looking at this and instead of Mr. MacKenzie coming back this sub-committee 
is going to come back with recommendations to this Committee. 
 
Mr. Taylor answered yes.  Beyond that is the concern that civic center related 
activities don’t encroach the neighborhoods to the east of the building.  That is 
another issue that they want to look at as well. 
 
Chairman Wihby asked are they going to come back to this Committee. 
 
Mr. Taylor answered they are going to have to come back to either this Committee 
or the full Board for whatever recommendations they come up with.  They can’t 
do anything on their own. 
 
Alderman Vaillancourt asked the City Solicitor if the committee is, in fact, a legal 
committee.  I wonder since when does the Planning Board director have the power 
to appoint a committee other than of his fellow Planning Board members.  This 
has Aldermen on it.  It has a former Mayor on it.  It has other people that I believe  
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is an extra legal body so I just want to make sure that this is established legally.  I 
don’t see anything in the Charter that gives him the ability to do that.   
 
Solicitor Clark answered I will take a look at it.  What it is is the Planning Board 
by statute has the authority to review zoning ordinances and make 
recommendations to the Board of Mayor and Aldermen.  Now, he doesn’t have the 
authority and the right to name an Alderman to a committee.  He can ask an 
Alderman if he wishes to serve on a sub-committee, but he can’t name an 
Alderman specifically.  He can ask them to participate and make recommendations 
to the Planning Board and then the Planning Board would make recommendations 
to the full Aldermanic Board. 
 
Chairman Wihby stated this committee has been waiting for stuff to come back to 
us. 
 
Alderman Hirschmann stated I recommend that Mr. MacKenzie come to our 
Committee and let us know what is going on. 
 
Alderman Lopez asked that the City Clerk send a letter to the sub-committee 
asking them what their intentions are and to report back to this Committee.  
 
Alderman Cashin stated why don’t we just have Jay at their next meeting tell them 
that any recommendations they have we want to come back to this Committee. 
 
Alderman Levasseur replied it is written into our agenda that we will be making 
recommendations to the Civic Center Committee. 
 
Chairman Wihby asked, Jay, are you on that sub-committee. 
 
Mr. Taylor answered I am not really on it.  I just know what is going on. 
 
Chairman Wihby asked who is on the committee.  Raymond Wieczorek, 
Alderman Levasseur, Mr. Boutin, Alderman Sysyn, Daniel Goonan, Maria Sadas, 
and Tracy Degeneres.   
 
Alderman Levasseur stated all we are going to do is look things over and make 
recommendations to you guys. 
 
Chairman Wihby asked are you going to have a public hearing. 
 
Alderman Levasseur answered yes.  
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There being no further business to come before the Committee, on motion of 
Alderman Cashin, duly seconded by Alderman Pariseau, it was voted to adjourn. 
 
A True Record.  Attest. 
 
         Clerk of Committee 
 


