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COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION/INFORMATION SYSTEMS 
 
 
May 25, 1999                                                                                               6:00 PM 
 
 
Chairman Pariseau called the meeting to order. 
 
The Clerk called the roll. 
 
 
Present: Aldermen Pariseau, Rivard, Thibault (late), Girard, O’Neil 
 
Messrs: T. Arnold 
 
 
Chairman Pariseau addressed Item 3 of the agenda: 
 
 Communication from Assistant City Solicitor Arnold recommending that  

Peter J. Epstein be hired to provide the City with the necessary consulting 
services during the renewal process for MediaOne's cable franchise. 

 
Alderman Girard moved to approve this recommendation.  Alderman O’Neil duly 
seconded the motion. 
 
Alderman Rivard asked how much does it cost to hire a guy like this and who is 
going to pay for it.   
 
Asst. Solicitor Arnold answered first of all I am only here for informational 
purposes.  I don’t think that a vote on behalf of the Committee is necessary but I 
wanted to involve you in the process.  I anticipate that this consultant, for the 
purposes of renegotiating and doing the associated work with renegotiating the 
franchise, will run the City probably somewhere between $30,000 and $40,000.  
This year or it may have actually been the end of last year that we went before the 
Board to ask for funds to begin the process.  At that time, the Board voted $20,000 
and asked that the Finance Officer try and locate those funds.  He had anticipated 
using the Solicitor’s Office and Finance Department’s incidentals account to fund 
that process.  However, as this Committee later asked, he is now using those funds 
for the audit of MediaOne.  The City Solicitor’s Office can commit probably 
$5,000 out of this year’s budget to begin this process.  I have been in contact with 
the Mayor.  Of course, I sent the Committee a letter basically asking for $35,000 
in next year’s budget.  I anticipate that the money will be put into the City 
Solicitor’s incidental account so that we will have it available for use. 
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Alderman Rivard asked are you talking about the budget we are going to vote on 
next month. 
 
Asst. Solicitor Arnold answered yes. 
 
Alderman Rivard asked out of the general fund. 
 
Asst. Solicitor Arnold answered yes. 
 
Alderman Rivard asked isn’t there a way to recoup this when we negotiate.  Isn’t 
there some kind of way we can factor this into negotiation? 
 
Chairman Pariseau stated in the last go round for cable, United Cable paid for 
consultants.  MediaOne refused. 
 
Alderman Rivard stated if I remember there are certain percentages.  I guess we 
have a maximum that we can charge.  We are not charging them the 5% are we? 
 
Asst. Solicitor Arnold replied 4%. 
 
Alderman Rivard stated we should get the 5%. 
 
Asst. Solicitor Arnold replied that will certainly be part of the renegotiation 
process. 
 
Alderman Rivard stated outside of that, we don’t have much control.  As the thing 
reads, they can do what they want pretty much. 
 
Asst. Solicitor Arnold responded I wouldn’t go that far but we certainly have 
Federal law issues that need to be dealt with that impose some constraints on the 
City in terms of what we can ask for.   
 
Alderman Rivard stated the City has limited control over what programs they 
produce, what the rates are and things of this nature. 
 
Asst. Solicitor Arnold replied yes. 
 
Alderman Rivard stated I know that we can probably tell them where to put the 
poles and stuff, but we should get as much as we can from them. 
 
Chairman Pariseau asked what is the proposed time schedule. 
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Asst. Solicitor Arnold answered the present contract with MediaOne runs out on 
July 7 or 8 of next year.  We anticipate completing the process by them.  I have 
already been in contact with Mr. Epstein.  I anticipate that we will be beginning 
the process immediately.  As the Committee may know, Community Television is 
in fact having a program tomorrow morning to start dealing with the needs 
assessment that will be part of the renegotiation process in terms of what facilities 
Community Television will need to carry out their present duties and hopefully 
expand the programming and services that they are able to provide to the City. 
 
Chairman Pariseau asked would it be his intent to set a schedule for meetings with 
MediaOne to give them enough opportunity to schedule their attendance at these 
meetings. 
 
Asst. Solicitor answered it depends on the part of the process we are talking about.  
The needs assessment is pretty much a Community Television City function.  
 
Chairman Pariseau asked will we be meeting with Mr. Epstein once the 
acceptance part of this contract is done. 
 
Asst. Solicitor Arnold answered I don’t anticipate going before the full Board with 
this contract.  As I said, I am here for informational purposes for the Committee, 
but we have the money in our incidentals account to begin that process and the 
contract will be subject to a non-appropriation clause should we not be given the 
money for next year which I wouldn’t anticipate.  I don’t think this is a contract 
that needs Board approval. 
 
Chairman Pariseau stated I will leave it up to the Committee, but I would think 
that we would be allowed to meet with Mr. Epstein to review our concerns as a 
result of the public hearings that we have held. 
 
Asst. Solicitor Arnold replied I am not saying that I think this Committee should 
be cut out of the process, sort to speak.  Quite the opposite.  As we have in the 
past, I intend to continue keeping this Committee up-to-date on the progress of 
what is happening and seeking their input.  I was just saying that I don’t think I 
need a Board vote to hire Mr. Epstein at this point. 
 
Alderman O'Neil stated I don’t understand why you don’t need a Board vote on 
that. 
 
Alderman Rivard asked if you don’t have any money, how can you hire the guy. 
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Asst. Solicitor Arnold answered as I said, we have approximately $5,000 in this 
year’s budget that we can commit out of our department’s incidental account 
which will get the process going until July 1.  At that point, I presume that the 
contract will of course as I said have a non-appropriation clause so that if the 
Board of Mayor and Aldermen doesn’t appropriate money we could stop it. 
 
Chairman Pariseau stated I am assuming that once this action is completed tonight, 
that a memo or something would be sent to the full Board with this Committee’s 
recommendation and let them vote it up or down.  When it comes down to finance 
it, they are going to ask what is this about. 
 
Alderman O'Neil stated absolutely.  I mean we are going to ask them to fund this 
and not vote on the contract.  This thing can’t happen without the full Board 
voting for the money so with that I believe this Committee should recommend to 
the full Board that Peter J. Epstein be hired to provide the City with necessary 
consulting services during the renewal process of MediaOne’s cable franchise.  I 
think that is bad policy by us if we don’t do that. 
 
Alderman Rivard stated you know what it does, it looks like the Aggregation 
Program.  You really don’t want to hire a guy that costs $45,000 when you only 
have $5,000 because I will tell you one thing… 
 
Asst. Solicitor Arnold interjected I can’t do that. 
 
Alderman Rivard stated you just said you could but that is not what you meant I 
guess. 
 
Alderman Girard asked, Mr. Arnold, where is MediaOne now in terms of being 
bought out.  Where is that process and what approvals do they need to get from 
this Committee and Board in order to facilitate that process? 
 
Asst. Solicitor Arnold answered as you may now be aware, MediaOne is no longer 
being purchased by Comtex, they are being purchased by AT&T.  As for where 
that process stands with AT&T, I couldn’t tell you.  If MediaOne is purchased by 
AT&T, they of course would have to come to the Board of Mayor and Aldermen 
to transfer the franchise from MediaOne to AT&T.  Where that will fall in this 
process of renegotiation, I don’t know.  In other words, I don’t know if that 
purchase will actually be made before this franchise expires or not.   
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Alderman Girard stated the point of asking that question is in light of the fact that 
they are going to be coming to the City for various approvals, I wonder whether or 
not we can attempt to revisit some of the issues that we have tried to visit such as 
funding for consultants and other issues that have repeatedly been brought to the 
attention of the Chairman, myself and every other member of this Committee. 
 
Asst. Solicitor Arnold replied I guess what I would say mildly is that I certainly 
anticipate that.  I think that is a proper forum to bring those issues forward again 
where hopefully we will have some leverage or more leverage than we have had in 
the past. 
 
Alderman Girard asked would it be appropriate after this vote, Mr. Chairman, to 
submit a motion requesting that the City Solicitor transmit another communication 
to MediaOne asking them for financial assistance with this consultant. 
 
Chairman Pariseau answered I don’t know what that would do where MediaOne is 
still here. 
 
Alderman Girard stated I know but now they have to come to us for something. 
 
Asst. Solicitor Arnold replied I don’t know when that purchase will actually be 
made in the context of the process that we have to go through in the next year.   
 
Alderman O'Neil asked was the motion that was made include not only 
recommending that Peter Epstein be hired but that the Board fund $35,000 in the 
Solicitor’s budget to pay for his services. 
 
Chairman Pariseau answered no; it is already there.   
 
Alderman Girard asked did the Mayor include that in his recommendations to the 
Board.  What is your incidental account under the Mayor’s proposal? 
 
Asst. Solicitor Arnold answered I don’t know.  I know that I did speak to the 
Mayor about that. 
 
Alderman Girard asked when did you speak to the Mayor. 
 
Alderman Rivard stated I think as a safety valve we should make sure this gets 
funded.  We vote on more things that I know I don’t know about so if the motion 
would include that we support the funding of the $35,000; I don’t care if it is 
repetitive or not. 
 
Alderman Girard withdrew his original motion. 
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Alderman O'Neil moved to recommend to the full Board that Peter J. Epstein be 
hired to provide the City with necessary consulting services during the renewal 
process of MediaOne’s cable franchise and to recommend that the Board fund 
$35,000 in the Solicitor’s incidental account for FY2000.  
 
Alderman Girard asked, Mr. Arnold, you obviously didn’t see the need to come to 
this meeting and get our approval to proceed with this contract.  Could you explain 
why?  Is this a normal thing where City departments routinely enter into contracts 
without the approval of the Oversight Committee or is this out of step with normal 
procedures. 
 
Asst. Solicitor Arnold answered City departments contract without bringing those 
many contracts before the Board all the time.  The limitation is that no department 
head can enter into a multi-year contract without Board approval. 
 
Alderman Girard asked can they solicit contracts without Board approval. 
 
Asst. Solicitor Arnold answered certainly depending on the type of contract. 
 
Alderman O'Neil stated I think this is an important contract and I don’t believe we 
are just rubber-stamping.  I thought that we requested the Solicitor’s Office to go 
out with an RFP. 
 
Chairman Pariseau stated I am pretty sure that the $35,000 was brought up at the 
last Finance Committee meeting and it is there. 
 
Alderman Girard asked could I make a suggestion to Alderman O'Neil’s motion.  
Perhaps we could advise the Board that this contract has been approved and 
recommend that we fund it in FY2000. 
 
Alderman O'Neil answered I think it would be good policy to get their approval on 
the contract. 
 
Chairman Pariseau replied I don’t have any problem with that. 
 
Alderman Girard stated I am worried about the Board having to approve similar 
contracts. 
 
Alderman O'Neil replied I was here for the last one and I am pretty sure that the 
Board approved it. 
 
Alderman Thibault stated I thought the Board approved this at the last Finance 
meeting.   
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Chairman Pariseau replied the City Clerk is going to look that up but I have no 
problems bringing it up to the full Board. 
 
Chairman Pariseau called for a vote on the amended motion.  There being none 
opposed, the motion carried. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Committee, on motion of 
Alderman Girard, duly seconded by Alderman O'Neil, it was voted to adjourn. 
 
A True Record.  Attest. 
      
        Clerk of Committee 


