
 
SPECIAL MEETING 

BOARD OF MAYOR AND ALDERMEN 
(PUBLIC PARTICIPATION) 

 

February 3, 2009              7:00 PM 

 

Mayor Guinta called the meeting to order.  

 

Mayor Guinta called for the Pledge of Allegiance, this function being led 

by Alderman Osborne.  

 

A moment of silence was observed. 

 

The Clerk called the roll.  There were thirteen Aldermen present. 

  

 Present:   Aldermen M. Roy, Gatsas, Sullivan, J. Roy, Osborne, Pinard 

   Lopez, Shea, DeVries, Garrity, Smith, Ouellette, Murphy.  

 

 Absent: Alderman O’Neil 

 

Mayor Guinta advised that the purpose of the special meeting is to give  

residents of Manchester the opportunity to address the Board on items of 

concern affecting the community; that each person will be given only one 

opportunity to speak; that comments shall be limited to three minutes to 

allow all participants the opportunity to speak and any comments must be 

directed to the Chair.  He requested that any resident wishing to speak come 

forward to the nearest microphone, clearly state their name and address 

when recognized, and give their comments.  
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Joe Wichert, 803 Amherst St. stated: 
 
I am a self-employed land surveyor and I’m here tonight regarding the 

consolidation between Planning and Building.  We’ve dealt with both 

departments for 15 to 20 years, and although I certainly don’t  

believe there’s a pressing problem that would require the consolidation, 

from talking to Leon, Pam, and Max and kind of tracking some of 

the hearings that have gone on, my understanding is there would be a  

Significant savings by the consolidation of the departments.  The personnel 

in the departments believe it could work.  I just wanted to express from a 

consultant’s point of view that if it would allow a little bit higher 

functioning with the two staffs and how they co-exist and in addition, as a 

taxpayer, save the City money, I believe that it would be a good idea.  

Thank you. 

 

Dave Bigelow, 335 Laurel St. stated: 

I’m here to talk about the sidewalks this winter and I’ll express it in 

algebraic equation.  Snowy winters plus sidewalks equals a dog park and 

there’s my rational.  The above equation makes about as much sense as the 

way Manchester plows a lot of its sidewalks. Actually, the above equation 

makes more sense than the way Manchester plows a lot of its sidewalks. By 

way of following my doctor’s advice to get more exercise, I adopted an 

active rescue dog that I knew would necessitate going for a long walk at 

usually twice a day.  Going for those walks safely in Manchester because of 

the condition of a lot of the sidewalks during the snowy winter can be a 

struggle. There have been both frequent and heavy snow storms, and quite 

often the sidewalks in my neighborhood don’t get plowed for at least three 

days, if at all. Then, depending on which sidewalk machine does the 

sidewalk, the sidewalk will be better off not plowed. The sidewalk machine 
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that uses the snow blower attachment does a great job; the machine that 

uses the plow is next to useless in heavy snow, if it can even get through 

the snow.  Because of the size of the plow in heavy snow, the plow pushes 

the snow up and only slightly to the side, only to fall back in behind the 

machine, forming a valley that’s six inches wide at the bottom if you’re 

lucky. This mountain goat pass is next to useless, especially when you still 

have to step over the big icy snow chunks formed by the street plows that 

line the bottom of the path at times, and sometimes there isn’t even that 

valley.  The snow gets pushed out and there’s so much it just falls right 

back behind the plow. It’s sort of sad to note that when I walk the trails 

around Dorrs Pond, because of how well trod they are by people using 

them, they’re actually safer than the sidewalks in my neighborhood.  As the 

sidewalks in my neighborhood are done with the plow, I’m stuck with that 

mountain goat trail, which actually makes the streets a safer place to walk.  

Trying to walk the dog on a leash on that goat trail is even worse.  One 

would think having to walk in the streets with traffic because of 

inadequately plowed sidewalks would be a liability issue for the City. That 

being the case, the City should let me and my dog have a dog park where 

we could both exercise safely off leash, especially since there are a lot of 

dog owners in the city who would be willing to, as long as the City would 

give us some land the City already owns, we could build it and maintain it 

for free.  

 

Mayor Guinta stated I would like to make a presentation, if Alderman 

Mark Roy and Alderman Osborne could please come forward and join me.  

We have the honor and pleasure tonight of hosting several individuals who 

continue to represent our City very well, both here in the City and abroad.  

We have with us Ambassador George Bruno as well as Mr. Dave Tilley and 

two of our students, Kayleigh Cassidy and Joe Lapadula, who represented 
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our City in a program through UNH Partners for Peace.  I would like to 

give them an opportunity to speak about their trip to Belarus and I would 

also like to give them a Certificate of Appreciation and Acknowledgement 

for what they’ve been able to do for the City.  First I’d like the Ambassador 

to say a few words.  

 

Ambassador George Bruno stated thank you, Mr. Mayor, ladies and 

gentlemen, Board of Aldermen.  As part of my activities in the City, I 

manage a program called The University of New Hampshire Partners for 

Peace.  Under that program we bring delegations from developing 

democracies from around the world, particularity from countries of the 

former Soviet Union. We bring them to Manchester and Concord.  We 

engage in discussions about our emergency management systems, and we 

also talk about our society and our institutions of democracy.  Hopefully 

they go back to their countries and we have planted some seeds. As part of 

that effort we have developed a longstanding relationship with the 

government of Belarus and they have been to New Hampshire several 

times.  We have also been over there several times and engaged in 

discussions and exchanges.  Lord knows we need to switch the emphasis in 

our country to more diplomacy when we engage with other countries with 

different forms of government and different systems, and that’s what we’ve 

been attempting to do.  As part of that, the government of Belarus invited 

us to send a youth delegation to their country to participate in games and a 

youth international rally this past fall.  We put together a delegation, a very 

good delegation, of five youths, two of whom are here tonight and two of 

whom are from Manchester and others from around the state.  We raised 

about $15,000 privately through the efforts of David Tilley and with the 

help of Marty Bolden of the Mayors Office of Youth Services, and Patrick 

VanRooyen, a businessman in the City.  All of them were extremely 
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helpful.  The students who went from New Hampshire and Manchester 

were part of twelve delegations from other countries around the world, 

most of whom spoke Russian.  The US delegations, Swiss delegations and 

the German delegations were the only ones that didn’t speak Russian.  I 

must say that our students performed very well, met all of the challenges 

put in front of them.  They represented Manchester very well and 

represented the United States well. This is the first delegation from the 

United States to participate in these youth games and we are very, very 

proud of them.  

 

Kayleigh Cassidy stated first of all, thank you for having us here tonight.  

I’d like to talk about our experience a little bit; though there were large 

language barriers between ourselves and the rest of the students there, we 

found it was really easy to communicate with all of them.  There were 

lasting relationships between all of us and lasting impressions.  It was an 

amazing experience and I am so honored that we were able to go and 

represent Manchester and the United States.  I really hope that students 

have the opportunity to do this in the future, as it will have a lasting 

impression on themselves and everyone else, including all the other 

countries that are there, on the United States on.  So thank you all and I’m 

really honored that we had the opportunity to go. 

 

Mayor Guinta stated I’d like to thank you both of you for participating in 

this great trip.  I think it’s a wonderful opportunity for students to learn 

about other countries and their form of government.  It’s a great 

opportunity to be ambassadors for our country, our state, and Manchester. 

So I thank you and commend you for your efforts and we look forward to 

the next trip that the good Ambassador has in store for you.  

Congratulations and thank you very much.  
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Ambassador Bruno stated we have a presentation from Minister Bariev of 

the Ministry of Emergency Situations from Minsk, Belarus for you Mr. 

Mayor. 

 

Mayor Guinta stated thank you, Ambassador. 

 

Mayor Guinta stated there being no one else present wishing to speak, on 

motion of Alderman Shea, duly seconded by Alderman M. Roy it was 

voted to take all comments under advisement and further to receive and file 

any written documentation presented.  

 

There being no further business, on motion of Alderman Smith, duly   

seconded by Alderman Pinard it was voted to adjourn.  

 
A True Record.  Attest. 

 

         City Clerk 


