
 

BOARD OF MAYOR AND ALDERMEN 

(PUBLIC PARTICIPATION) 

 

 

September 2, 2008                                                                                     7:00 PM 

 

Mayor Guinta called the meeting to order. 

 

Mayor Guinta called for the Pledge of Allegiance, this function being led by 

Alderman Ouellette. 

 

A moment of silent prayer was observed. 

 

The Clerk called the roll.  Fourteen Aldermen were present. 

 

Present: Aldermen M. Roy, Gatsas, Sullivan, J. Roy, Osborne, Pinard, 

O’Neil, Lopez, Shea, DeVries, Garrity, Smith, Ouellette, 

Domaingue. 

 

Mayor Guinta advised that the purpose of the special meeting is to give  

residents of our community the opportunity to address the Board on items of 

concern for our community; each person will be given only one opportunity to 

speak; the comments shall be limited to three minutes to allow all participants to 

speak and any comments should be directed to the Chair.  He requested that any 

resident wishing to speak come forward to the nearest microphone, clearly state 

their name and address when recognized, and give their comments. 
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Kevin Virgo, Manchester, NH stated:  

Mr. Mayor and distinguished Aldermen, I offer you a petition in opposition to the 

proposed parking rules changes around Memorial High School signed by residents 

in my neighborhood.  I visited nineteen houses last night.  Only two houses out of 

nineteen had no opinion on the proposed changes to the parking rules.  That is to 

say they are neither for nor against the proposed changes.  Seventeen out of 

nineteen households were strongly opposed to these changes and signed a letter to 

that effect that I have for your review tonight.  I believe that the neighborhoods 

that I did not have the opportunity to visit will echo the sentiments of the Roysan, 

Jeanine, and Lois Street neighborhood. The problem with two hour parking is this: 

Students will come out of school every two hours and move their car two feet to 

avoid the ticket and park in our neighborhoods all day.  The students lost the 

privilege of parking in our neighborhood years ago because they were not good 

neighbors.  If you believe that students will not get out or sneak out of school 

every two hours to move their cars you are mistaken.  They currently come down 

Roysan Street and I am sure other streets to smoke cigarettes, smoke pot and 

loiter.  We already have enough problems with disorderly conduct, vandalism, and 

loitering without bringing larger numbers of students into our neighborhoods for 

parking.  In fact, when they start parking in our neighborhoods we will have 

unruly crowds and more litter and more drag racing on streets lined with homes 

that have little children younger than school age.  In fact, we have had a 

significant amount of illegal parking on Roysan Street this morning with the start 

of school.  If the students do not respect the current rules why should we, the 

residents of the affected neighborhoods, believe that they will respect the proposed 

changes any more than they respect the current set of rules?  It is also important to 

recognize the proposed rules changes were not designed to allow Memorial High 

School students additional overflow parking.  The intended reason of the proposed 

rule change is to allow for residents with more vehicles than they can fit in their 

driveway to park on the street in front of their house, as well as to allow for 
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residents to have multiple guests during school hours to park in front of their 

houses.  Please know those of us that opposed this rule change feel for those who 

are negatively impacted by the current rules.  That being said, this proposed 

remedy for the few will negatively impact the vast majority.  The residents in 

these areas have worked very hard over the years to get the current no parking 

during school hours and we do not want to lose it.  This proposed solution was not 

discussed at the public hearing last spring at Memorial High School.  The two 

ideas that were supported by those attending the meeting were parking by resident 

permit only or the status quo. The rule change that is before you tonight came out 

of committee and I do not believe it represents the will of the people affected. 

With all due respect to the Aldermen who sit on this committee, including 

Alderman DeVries and Ms. Stanley from the Parking Division, this proposed rule 

change is a classic example of the government not understanding the will of the 

people that it is meant to serve, as well as not understanding the reality of the 

situation on the ground.  I understand the reasons why the City is unwilling to 

implement resident parking only.  I am also aware that the proposed rule change 

has been used around the Civic Center with some degree of success. However, it is 

also important to recognize the clientele of the Civic Center and that of Memorial 

High School are of two distinctly different demographics.  It is this point that leads 

me to believe that while the solution might work around the Civic Center, tt will 

not work around Memorial High School.  Therefore, I am asking you, Mr. Mayor, 

and the Board of Aldermen, to defeat the measure outright as the best solution for 

the vast majority of affected residents. Failing that, I would ask to have the 

measure tabled pending further public comments. If it can be demonstrated that a 

majority of residents affected support two hour parking then let it be.  I am very 

confident that this is not the case.  In fact I will predict that if this measure is to 

pass tonight, this issue will be before you again in the near future because the 

constituents will be highly dissatisfied with the unintended consequences of this 

measure.  Thank You. 
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Calum McNeil, Ward 7, stated: 

Hello Board of Mayor and Aldermen.  I want to thank everybody for allowing me 

to come out and talk to my government.  I really appreciate that the only place that 

I can really do that is at the Board of Mayor and Aldermen.  I want to start out 

today by praising Doug Kruse.  I am not sure everybody here watches the School 

Board meetings.  What I really like about Doug Kruse is that no matter what 

constituent of his brings up an issue he’s always willing to put it in front of the 

Board for them.  He is always willing to put it in front of the Board and allow 

them to vote it down.  He did that a few times this year for school bus issues, for 

other issues that people come to him for, the parent, the students.  He will disagree 

with the issue but he will still allow it to be brought in front of the Board.  I really 

want to commend Doug Kruse.  I am sure everybody here saw my big thing about 

how 9-11 was an inside job.  Pretty much everyone knows this already.  This is a 

well-known, commonly held secret between many people.  I would like to come 

here and ask…basically, I know nobody here will actually sign onto this resolution 

or actually put this in front of the Board.  I want to ask that an Alderman who is 

running against Doug Kruse as a senator would do the same thing that Doug Kruse 

will do.  Will Ms. DeVries step forward and ask the Board to represent this 

resolution in the same way that she came to the Board and said that we need RFID 

chips in this City?  She went to the Senate with a resolution from this Board 

saying that we needed RFID chips…the exact same resolution, you guys voted 

down.  I have no problem with that.  I am not going to be upset with it at all.  

Number one, it is an inside job and we all know about it.   The Saturday parking in 

the downtown area…I have been downtown for two Saturdays in a row.  It was a 

holiday weekend and we had the big parade, so it probably was not the best 

numbers there.  But at 95% occupancy of the downtown area it is statistically 

impossible from what I pulled from my one time going there.  I am going to go 
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back this Saturday and I am going to look at those numbers one more time, but 

Brandy Stanley is a liar.  You can’t have a 95% occupancy downtown on 

Saturday.  It is statistically not possible.  I will go down there this Saturday and 

check the numbers one more time.  If we have a head of the department who is a 

liar…  

 

Alderman Lopez interjected that is out of order.  

 

Mr. Mc Neil replied I am sorry.  I will check the numbers on that.  

 

Mayor Guinta stated I will just ask you to keep your remarks factual and please 

do not talk about anyone specifically in the nature that you are doing I do not 

think… 

 

Mr. McNeil replied no, no, I am sorry.  Brandy Stanley, you probably are not a 

liar.  You may have the wrong numbers on that and be misrepresenting for your 

department.  I will stand by that. I will be glad to check out her numbers.   It is just 

not possible to have a 95% occupancy in downtown parking.  I am sure that  

Mr. Gatsas, the calculator, would explain it to the Board who do not understand 

that it is just not possible by the numbers.  I would just ask that an Alderman, any 

Alderman who disagrees with me, just to present this in front of the Board and 

allow all of the Board to vote this down.  It is a simple one line that I would like to 

have happen here.  All it says is that the City of Manchester Board of Mayor and 

Aldermen supports an independent investigation into the attacks of September 11, 

2001.  This is not going to go any further than this little tiny Board here; this is not 

going to make national news; this is not going to stop the sun from coming up 

tomorrow morning; this is not something that is that great.  This is just a simple 

resolution from a small little city.  That is all I really have to say.  I would like to 

relook at Saturday parking.  I think that is wrong all the way around.  The arena 
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parking, maybe that is something you guys have to deal with.  The people who 

have lots down there are charging for cars that are parked in the alleyways that are 

owned by the City.  That is just another thing that is happening.  Thank you, have 

a good day. 

 

Deputy City Clerk Matt Normand stated that is all we have, Your Honor.   

 

Mayor Guinta stated prior to ending this meeting I would like to acknowledge 

Alderman Ted Gatsas who also, for those of you who don’t know, is a State 

Senator from Manchester.  I recognize him for some acknowledgements.   

 

Alderman Gatsas stated I played Little League baseball at North Little League in 

1962.  First I would like to congratulate the all-star team for making the City of 

Manchester very, very proud in its endeavor in Connecticut.   I know that the 

game I was watching was a much different game than what they were 

broadcasting.  If I didn’t know better I would think that North was not in the game.  

Certainly I am prepared to send a letter to ESPN to make sure that they give equal 

recognition to both teams.  Even though there was a Connecticut team there, I 

thought they were getting outplayed for six and a third innings.  They certainly 

respected the team that was there but didn’t give enough respect to this great team 

from Manchester North that went up.  Again, I want to give my congratulations 

and I am sure so does this Board.  Why don’t you come on up, the coaches and the 

players come up.  I know there is a soccer league going on now and that is where 

some of the players are off to.  I can only tell you that it was a fun time playing 

Little League baseball.  Some of the names that I am going to give, maybe some of 

the people have heard of and remember.  Sunny Griffin I invited to come because 

he was one of the coaches who coached in 1962 and has certainly given a lot of 

time to Little League baseball, especially North.  He coached the Press Club. 

Chuck “Papa” Wiggin coached Foster Beef.  Mr. Don Stillman coached Serifs, 
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and Frank Cronin coached the Mateys.  We were pretty close too one year; we got 

beat by a homerun, so we got beat one to nothing.  You guys played a great game, 

and you should have won it.  You were the best team on the field that day without 

a question of a doubt.  We have some proclamations from the Senate that every 

player will get.  What I will do instead of reading every one individually is I will 

read you one and then we’ll hand them out to the young players that are here.  

 

New Hampshire State Senate 

A Resolution 

Be it known that the New Hampshire Senate extends its congratulations to 
(the player’s name) in recognition of being the 2008 New Hampshire Little 
League State champions.   

 

And be it further known that the New Hampshire Senate extends its best 
wishes for continued success.   

 

That means for all of you guys who are coming back next year, you’re going to 

Williamsport.  So with that we have … certainly I would not want to forget the 

senior statesman in the crowd, Mr. Tom Donnelly, who has followed this team an 

awful lot of years, to be so close.  Why don’t you come up because we have a 

resolution for the league also. Come on up. I know Ernie Yerrington, the president 

of North Little League, is here.  We have one for Ernie but I will let you come on 

up because you’ve always been part of this.  This is a resolution that goes to North 

Little League itself, so you can hang this one in the club house and certainly again, 

my congratulations to every one of you. 

 

Mayor Guinta stated I also want to extend my congratulations to the team.  It was 

wonderful to see you represent Manchester, New Hampshire, with such dignity 

and such courage and such character.  There were certainly a few days when I was 

in my office with the TV on behind me watching on NESN how you were doing.  I 
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think it was a couple of homeruns by Tres that really caught my attention.  I had a 

couple of my staff in my office and I said some interesting words when you hit 

that bomb of a homerun over right field that I thought was amazing.  We were 

very curious to see how big you were in person.  I have to tell you on NESN you 

looked huge.  I think most people would attest that you are certainly a big guy and 

have hopefully a lot of opportunity with the rest of your teammates to bring some 

championships to our City.  It was wonderful to see this team represent not just 

our City but our state.  We are awfully proud of you.  We were rooting for you and 

wanted to have you here in order to acknowledge the great accomplishment that 

you all made.  I know you have a commendation from me; I have some 

commendations as well for each individual.  Again, congratulations on behalf of a 

grateful City, you made us proud. 

 

Alderman Gatsas stated the players that are present will get their proclamation, 

and I certainly am not going to pick on anybody who is not here.  But Little G, 

Carmen Glampetruzzi, if he were only a little faster.  Either that or he should have 

hit the ball another ten feet, and he would have had two homeruns that day.  We 

have Nick Makris.  Smile because you’re on camera.  We also have Collin 

Duffley, Tres, Nolan, Charlie Dunn and Dario Vitagliano.  Now we have the two 

coaches.  Coaches would you like to say something?  Absolutely.  I know.  Coach 

Flynn. 

 

Mr. Tommy Flynn, all-star team coach, stated I just want to thank the league 

president, Ernie Yerrington, and Tom Donnelly.  It’s a league effort.  The parents 

were great, the kids were great.  It just was a great year.  It takes a league effort.  

We had the good players and they came through.  It was a long season and it takes 

a lot of work from coaches, players, and parents, right on down the league.  

Former President Tom Donnelly has been here for years it was good to see him get 

something like this.  I am thankful for it, it was fun.   
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Mr. Ernest Yerrington, North Little League President, stated thank you for 

inviting us and I am beginning to think it was a ploy perhaps on Teddy’s part to 

boost the attendance this evening.  Thank you for having us this evening.  This 

certainly does represent a wonderful time for North Little League and Little 

League throughout New Hampshire.  This was a tremendous team, a great group 

of kids who couldn’t have had a better coach and manager.  It was a perfect team 

for a perfect season. Thank you. 

 

Mayor Guinta stated thank you all very much. 

 

This being a special meeting of the Board, no further business was presented and 

on motion of Alderman Pinard, duly seconded by Alderman Shea, it was voted to 

adjourn. 

 

A True Record.  Attest.  

 

City Clerk 


