
SPECIAL MEETING 
BOARD OF MAYOR AND ALDERMEN 

(PUBLIC HEARING – REZONING) 
 

 

June 9, 2008 5:30 PM 
 
 Mayor Guinta called the meeting to order.  

 

Mayor Guinta called for the Pledge of Allegiance, this function being led by 

Alderman Gatsas. 

 

A moment of silence was observed.  

 

The Clerk called the roll.  

 

Present: Aldermen Gatsas, J. Roy, Osborne, Pinard, O’Neil, Lopez, Shea, 

DeVries, Garrity 

 

Absent: Aldermen M. Roy, Sullivan, Smith, Ouellette, Domaingue 

 

 

Mayor Guinta advised that the purpose of the special meeting is to hear those 

wishing to speak in favor of or in opposition to a proposed Zoning Ordinance 

change; that the Clerk will present the proposed Zoning Ordinance change for 

discussion at which time those wishing to speak in favor will be heard, followed 

by those wishing to speak in opposition; that anyone wishing to speak must first 

step to the nearest microphone when recognized and recite his/her name and 

address in a clear, loud voice for the record, that each person will be given only 

one opportunity to speak; and any questions must be directed to the Chair. 
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 The Clerk presented the proposed Zoning Ordinance change: 

 

“Amending the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Manchester by extending 
the IND (Industrial) zone district to include property currently zoned R-1B 
(Residential One Family) located on Mack Avenue and Frontage Road, 
and known as Tax Map 840, Lot 9 & 22.”  

 

Ms. Pam Goucher, Interim Director of Planning and Community Development, 

stated the engineer for the applicant is here and probably wanted to address you 

also.  I think you all have a copy of the letter that we wrote, explaining that in 

1978 this land on Mack Avenue had been zoned from residential to industrial.  It 

wasn’t until the applicant was looking to put an addition onto their property on 

Mack Avenue that they realized that the northerly lot of their two properties was 

split by the industrial zone and the residential zone.  After trying to trace through 

the zoning maps and the history on this property, it just appears that it was an 

inadvertent error in 2001 when the zoning throughout the City went into effect.  

Back before 2001, we worked from some very old property maps on which we 

hand drew the changes and the zone lines.  Then, in 2001 when we went into the 

GIS system, it was a difficult transition.  We didn’t have all the property lines on 

the GIS system.  I believe that’s how the change was created.  As you can see 

from the letter, and also I think you all have a letter from the Planning Board, the 

staff and the Board is supportive of the rezoning which would allow this property 

to develop as intended.   

 

Mayor Guinta called for those wishing to speak in favor of the proposed Zoning 

Ordinance change. 

 

Mr. James Pegropolis, professional engineer with Hayner-Swanson of Nashua, 

stated I am representing One Mack Avenue, LLC, which is Kevin McDevitt of 
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McDevitt Trucks, who is unable to attend tonight’s meeting.  Simply stated, the 

material you have speaks for itself.  As Pam just indicated, back in November 

when Mr. McDevitt hired us to do a very small business addition on the east side 

of this facility, we noticed in our due diligence an issue relative to the zone lines.  

The previous tax maps, the previous zoning map, had the industrial line running 

down the center line of what is known as Fairfax Street, a paper street.  I’m 

referring to this colored document that Pam handed out to you.  We called this to 

the attention of the City, and as they said, an inadvertent drafting error had 

occurred.  We seek just to put it back to where the property was zoned back in 

1978, and also at the time of the construction of this building, which was1985.  I’ll 

just reinforce that we have Planning Board support and staff support.  I would be 

glad to answer any questions. 

 

Mr. Neil Vallancourt stated my father owns lot 38 on Mack Avenue on the other 

side of the street of the industrial zoning that they would like to do.  When he 

bought this land it was industrial, and we were going to build a plumbing shop on 

it.  But as the years went by, we missed the zoning change.  So we would like to 

put that back as industrial so eventually we could use that land as a plumbing shop 

also, because that is right across the street from what’s going on now.   

 

No one wished to speak in opposition to the proposed Zoning Ordinance change. 

 

Mayor Guinta advised that all those wishing to speak have been heard.  The 

testimony presented will be referred to the Committee on Bills on Second 

Reading to be taken under advisement with reports to be made to the Board of 

Mayor and Aldermen at a later date.  
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Alderman Gatsas stated if we could have the Board, without exception, open it 

up to another issue because I think it’s important enough.  It has to do with 

LCHIP and the Valley Street Cemetery and a document that needs to be executed 

by Parks so that Valley Street Cemetery doesn’t lose its funding.   

 

Alderman M. Roy made a motion for unanimous consent.  The motion was duly 

seconded by Alderman J. Roy.  There being none opposed, the motion carried.   

 

Alderman Gatsas made a motion that Parks & Recreation execute the 

Stewardship Agreement and get it back to the LCHIP board of directors to initiate 

the $200,000 award.  The motion was duly seconded by Alderman M. Roy. 

 

Alderman O’Neil stated it seems lately we’ve had a rush on these last minute 

things.  Any idea what’s going on?  Is someone not following up on things?  It 

sounds like Alderman Gatsas is saving this thing.   

 

Alderman Gatsas stated in March of 2008 the Friends of Valley Street Cemetery 

were given a 60-day deadline to get the Stewardship Agreement completed.  That 

deadline has since past.  According to the City Solicitor’s office, the Stewardship 

Agreement lies in the hands of the Parks & Recreation director who has not yet 

returned a message left to him on May 27, 2008.   

 

Mayor Guinta stated I will have my office follow up with the Valley Street 

Cemetery board of directors, as well as Chuck DePrima, and get a response for 

tomorrow evening’s meeting. 

 

Alderman DeVries asked are we going to have a more thorough discussion on 

this before a vote tomorrow night?  Is that what I’m hearing? 
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Alderman Gatsas responded I think we just need to get the information to 

Concord so that they don’t pull the $200,000.  They’ve already awarded the 

$200,000. 

 

Mayor Guinta stated there are some things that have not been completed, either 

by Valley Street Cemetery or by the City, so we’ve got to make sure we get the 

documents up there.  We’ll confirm that tomorrow and report back to the Board.  

If there is additional conversation, we can certainly have it at that time.   

 

Alderman DeVries asked Alderman Gatsas, have you had any conversations 

with Parks & Recreation? 

 

Alderman Gatsas responded I just got that just before I got down here. 

 

Alderman DeVries stated okay, so you don’t know if there is a reason… 

 

Alderman Gatsas interjected I have not had that conversation at all.  I had 

somebody from the LCHIP board give me the letter so I could respond to it, and 

that’s what I’m asking this Board to do. 

 

Mayor Guinta called for a vote on the motion that Parks & Recreation execute 

the Stewardship Agreement and get it back to the LCHIP board of directors to 

initiate the $200,000 award.  There being none opposed, the motion carried. 
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There being no further business to be presented at this special meeting, on motion 

of Alderman Osborne, duly seconded by Alderman Pinard, it was voted to 

adjourn. 

 

A True Record.  Attest. 

 

City Clerk 


