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SPECIAL MEETING 

BOARD OF MAYOR AND ALDERMEN 
(PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 
 
November 3, 1999                                                                                                            7:00 PM 
 
 
Mayor Wieczorek called the meeting to order. 
 
Mayor Wieczorek called for the Pledge of Allegiance; this function led by Alderman Shea. 
 
A moment of silent prayer was observed. 
 
 
The Clerk called the roll.  There were ten aldermen present. 
 
Present: Aldermen Wihby, Sysyn, Clancy, O’Neil, Girard, Shea, Rivard, Pariseau, Cashin, 

Hirschmann 
 
Absent: Alderman C. Klock, T. Reiniger, R. Pinard, H. Thibault 
 
 
Mayor Wieczorek advised that the purpose of the special meeting was to give residents of 

Manchester the opportunity to address the Board on items of concern affecting the community; 

that each person will be given only one opportunity to speak; that comments shall be limited to 

two minutes to allow all participants the opportunity to speak and any comments must be 

directed to the Chair. 

 
 

Mayor Wieczorek requested that any resident wishing to speak come forward to the nearest 

microphone, clearly state their name and address when recognized, and give their comments. 

 
Christopher Dodd of 181 Mammoth Road, Ward 6, stated: 

I am here tonight to speak about the proposed deal for the Civic Center.  A few items I have 

notice recently; on September 17, 1999, Ogden announces its plans to sell its entertainment 

division.  On September 20, 1999, stock analysts believe no dividends or earnings visible for 

Ogden Entertainment.  Shares dropped from $30 a share down to $8 a share overnight.  On 

September 30, 1999, Ogden defaulted on a $10 million dollar deposit stating it was selling its 

entertainment division.  As of October 15, 1999, year-to-date returns for Ogden Entertainment 

were down 60%.  moving onto the Memorandum of Understanding between Ogden 

Entertainment and the City; under that memorandum, no property taxes would be used to 

construct or operate the facility, but if the team leaves, the stub fund is depleted and Manchester 

gets stuck with the bill on that.  Next is seating; there are thirty luxury suites at $37,500 each for 

a total of $1.125 million dollars.  Six hundred club seats at $1,600 per seat for a total of 

$960,000 dollars.  Out of the $1.125 million dollars for luxury suites, Ogden is getting just over 

60% ($684,000).  Of the $960,000 worth of club seats, Ogden is getting 36.75% ($352,800).  

Forty-percent of the rest of the seating, will be based on a ticket price determined by the team.  

Parking.  Ogden is getting 100% of parking on site at approximately $150,000 per year for all 

parking off site.  Management fees: $450,000 senior base management fee to Ogden.  

$150,000 subordinate base management fee.  An incentive management fee; 20% of gross 



11/3/99 Public Participation 
2 

revenues in excess of $4.5 million dollars.  Adding all of these up totals $1,636,800 plus 50% of 

the concessions, plus $10,500 a game from the team $420,000 plus $1.50 per ticket figuring half 

of the seats are occupied (5,000 seats) during each of the forty games.  That comes to another 

$300,000.  Every year, Ogden Entertainment will be getting a minimum of $2.7 million dollars.  

Over the past years, the proposal for the Civic Center has risen from $57 million dollars to just 

over $68 million dollars.  I am asking you to please take a look at the Memorandum of 

Understanding.  Re-read those proposals; take a look at the numbers, they do not add up. 

 
Murray Onigman of 324 Walnut Street, Ward 2, stated: 

I am concerned about democracy.  I am concerned about the fact that we operate 14 Aldermen 

and a Mayor to run the City.  I show that the present Mayor signed $187 million resolution 

budget.  That is your responsibility but here is where democracy breaks down.  Four of you have 

quit for whatever reasons.  Something about the board that you do not want to serve as an 

incumbent or go to an election and then maybe quit.  So that is a vacancy that has been filled.  

Another four of you, this is what concerns me the most, ran unopposed.  We the people, have no 

choice in Wards 1, 7, 10…no opponent.  We are our rights.  We cannot find a person that wants 

to run for Alderman against the incumbent.  What is that all about in a democracy.  It brings to 

mind another thing about democracy that bothers me, particularly in the State of New 

Hampshire; I call it the nepotism syndrome.  Somehow or other, New Hampshire has this 

nepotism.  It is called “Gregg, Gregg, Sununu, Sununu, Bass, Bass”.  This is where they anoint 

their sons and they take over, where you have no choice to select again in a democracy setup.  It 

has even rubbed off on the national level.  I guess George Bush Sr. has run so much up here in 

New Hampshire, it has rubbed off on his son.  I like to see democracy work, for the people to 

have a choice, for people to run for office and not let it be run by individuals as a kingdom.  We 

are not London, England we are the United States of America.  Everybody has an opportunity 

and they should take advantage of it.  It has bothered me greatly to see four and four is eight and 

eight out of fourteen Aldermen, that is a majority.  The choice of the people, four and four, was 

not upheld.  In the future, it should be.  The first time I saw it was in 1972 when a Senator and 

sixteen was running all alone and I found out on the Friday of filing at the State House that was 

it, nobody wanted to run.  I threw my hat in the ring and I got over 5,000 votes for Senate 

against a certain insurance person.  I guess he scared everybody off, my point is that the public 

should look at every single office. 

 
William Dodd, 181 Mammoth Road, Ward 6 stated: 

The antics that went on here in the Aldermanic Chambers last month were totally disgusting.  

Several Aldermen laughing at a blind individual because he could not see what was going on.  I 

hope some of you people have an open mind, I intend to be totally honest.  I have had a couple 

of Aldermen, Mr. Girard and Mr. Rivard, tell me that they kind of get tired of hearing people 

come up here and speak.  They hear the same things over and over again.  I hope the rest of you 

do not have that same attitude.  Put your hard hats on because you are going to get hammered 

again.  Believe it or not, my son, in the calculations that we came up with, he came up with his 

on his own.  I came up with mine independently.  When you get to the bottom of the page, they 

are pretty close.  Memorandum of Understanding:  That was signed by the Mayor on September 

20, 1999.  Attachment five; repair and replacement.  Again, Ogden will make no capital 
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investment in the project either initially or through the term of its agreement with the City.  

Further, the City assumes all responsibility to fund all capital improvements and 

repairs.Prefunding phase:  Page 2, Section 2; January through October of 1999, $5,000 per 

month plus $2,000 expenses.  That comes out to $70,000. Preopening phase: Page 8, B 

Section 3; November 1, 1999 – November 1, 2000, $7,000 per month, which totals $84,000.  

November 1, 2000 – November 1, 2001, the first six months $10,000 and the second six months 

$15,000 plus $2,000 expenses.  This totals $372,000 will be paid to Ogden.  Their Operating 

Budget, Senior Base Management Fee is $450,000; Subordinate Base Management Fee 

$150.000; Incentive Management Fee $175,000; Commercial Rites page 19, Exhibit 3 number 

13 is a minimum of $250,000.    Ticket Surcharge:  Number 15, $1.50 – someone is generous 

thinking there will be 5,000 people coming to these games.  In only gave you 3,000 times forty 

games, that is another $180,000.  Off-Site Parking:  The City is going to give Ogden (for the 

forty games) $120,000 of off-site parking to go along with their 100% of on-site parking.  I 

came up with about $1.3 million dollars.   License Fees for Club Seats, Luxury Suites, Club 

Lounge Sports Seats and the Concession Revenues which totals $2.5 - $2.7 million that my son, 

Christopher Dodd, (first speaker) came up with.  Read that Memorandum of Understanding.  

Attachment two:  Estimated management of the Civic Center twelve-month operating budget; 

Personnel is $500,000 and we do not have any people working there yet.  Plus they have travel 

and entertainment for $12,000 but yet we are paying them for that in their phase.  Furnishings 

for their office:  Most companies that go into business furnish their own office but the City is 

going to put $110,000 worth of furnishings.  Parking:  Last summer, when you had the hearings 

over at Memorial High School, there was a question that came out that Mr. Skip Ashooh tried to 

dodge as best he could about parking revenues.  It had not been determined yet but in this 

Memorandum of Understanding that you signed in September, Mr. Mayor, Exhibit 3 states that 

Ogden request for proposals dated May 15, 1997 stipulates that they are going to get parking 

fees.  The only thing I can ask the aldermen to do is to take a good hard look at this 

Memorandum of Understanding.  How much is the City getting.  When I read the Memorandum 

of Understanding, I cannot find one and, if or but in there for an “out-clause” for the City to get 

out of this when it backfires.   

 
 
Tom Lyle, Revelatory Affairs Manager for Bits Networks, of 77 Sundial Avenue, stated: 

I am here to speak about the MediaOne cable television transfer.  Compared to AT&T and 

MediaOne, Bits Networks is a small but extremely fast-growing data communications and 

information technologies company.  We are located at 77 Sundial Avenue in Manchester and we 

have approximately 110 employees and we are adding more people every week.  We provide 

managed Internet Services; in short, we Internet enable the communities that we serve.  We 

Internet enable small to mid-size businesses so that they can be prepared to do business in an e-

commerce world.  We Internet enable residential customers so that they can telecommute rather 

than drive to work.  What we do is help cities with economic development initiatives.  We do 

this over broadband facilities by providing electronic Internet solutions.  As a fast-growing small 

business, we are essentially the heart and soul of the City and the State.  Bits Networks is in 

favor of the open cable access, choice and competition.  We support the resolution that is before 

you today with regard to the conditions placed on the transfer of MediaOne to AT&T.  The issue 
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is not about forced access as AT&T and MediaOne have framed the debate.  The issue before 

you today is about choice, the freedom to choose your Internet Service Provider, your data 

communications company.  We encourage this group of community leaders to vote in favor of 

open access because when you do, you vote in favor of giving your residents the freedom to 

choose their data company, their Internet Service Provider.  Do not let AT&T fool you, they say 

their Internet service providers do provide their customers with choice.  Their argument is a 

sham, it is not real choice.  In order to buy the ISP Service of your choice, you need to buy 

AT&T service first and then the ISP of your choice.  We do not do that anywhere else in the 

economy.  When you go to a grocery store, you are not forced to buy a product or service you do 

not want in order to buy a service that you do want.  That is what AT&T is proposing to do.  The 

Internet is fast becoming a technical part of our lives; it is a revolution getting bigger and better 

everyday.  It is exceeding exactly because it is open.  Do not let AT&T control the Internet. 

 
 
Dr. Grace Sullivan of MCTV, stated: 

I would like to thank all the aldermen who have been working with myself and Mark and Tom 

Drotter who is our legal counsel on the MediaOne transfer to AT&T.  All of the aldermen here 

tonight have shown MCTV respect and support over the past couple of years.  I would also like 

to thank the Committee on Administration for their work with me.  This issue that I am bringing 

up, is an issue that we have discussed at the meeting about MediaOne’s transfer to AT&T and is 

not covered under the MediaOne transfer legally to AT&T.  I come here not only as the director 

of MCTV, but as a mother, a former school teacher and someone who was raised in Manchester, 

whose children are being brought up in Manchester in the public schools.  I am requesting that 

the Board of Mayor and Aldermen send a letter to MediaOne/AT&T asking for the following:  1) 

AT&T/MediaOne offer a cable tier of family friendly programming consisting of broadcast 

stations and cable networks that are committed to positive values.  Any networks, which feature 

a significant amount of socially irresponsible programming, would be an optional tier.  We have 

no right under the cable transfer process to say what kind of programs we want.  I have been 

hearing that people in this community want more spiritual programming but also want family 

friendly programming that we would have a choice to get programs that do not have a 

significant amount of violence.  Values that our community does not uphold.  In our schools and 

families, we teach loyalty and respect, respect for the elderly, and hard work in Manchester.  We 

teach solving our differences through talking it out.  Unfortunately on many cable networks, that 

is not what our children are learning.  They are learning violence.  Today, we heard that there 

was another shooting in Oregon at a business.  There was a shooting in Hawaii the other day.  

There was a shooting in the schools, so many schools – it has become commonplace.  Also in 

churches.  Although this is not legally covered under the transfer, I am asking that this letter be 

sent, that they look and give us a choice for family friendly programming, that the dialogue 

begin here in Manchester, New Hampshire.  

 
 
William Leahy of 19 Millstone Road, Windham, NH, AT&T’s Regional Director for 

Governmental Affairs stated: 

 I want to say to the City how excited we are to become a service provider when the merger with 

MediaOne is completed of cable television, Internet products and eventually local telephone 
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service.  This is an exciting merger and we are looking forward to servicing the residents in 

Manchester and providing them a high quality product going forward.  Open access as one 

called it, we call it forced access; the Internet product offered by MediaOne means any customer 

can go anywhere they want on the Internet.  There is no controlling of the content.  It comes 

down to, competitors are afraid of this product because it is terrific and they are trying to use 

this transfer process (legislative process) to slow down the roll out of that product.  It is a great 

product and consumers love it.  They can go anywhere they want on the web; there is no 

blocking whatsoever to the access that they have.  I found it curious at best that the advocates 

coming before you tonight do not have to unbundle their networks by State or Federal law.  

They are here advocating for other competitors to do that for you.  We are looking forward to 

working with the City and servicing the customers in Manchester. 

 
Timothy Gage, MediaOne Director of Government Affairs stated: 

We have been working (MediaOne and AT&T) with the City Solicitors Office, Peter Epstein 

counsel for the City and the Finance Committee regarding this transfer.  This is not our first 

evening talking about this issue.  The path that we have taken has been open of hearings and 

negotiations.  I received a draft letter from the City today and I would state that the letter I 

assume the Board has is something that MediaOne and AT&T would be agreeable to.  MediaOne 

and AT&T together working in a partnership will merge these two companies and we look 

forward to serving Manchester. 

 
 

On motion of Alderman Pariseau, duly seconded by Alderman Clancy, it was voted to take all 

comments under advisement and further to receive and file any written documentation 

presented. 

 
 
Alderman Pariseau asked for clarification that we do expect representatives from MediaOne and 

AT&T to address their concerns on the regular meeting of this Board with that item on the 

agenda.   

 

Mayor Wieczorek concurred. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, on motion of Alderman Pariseau, 

duly seconded by Alderman Clancy, it was voted to adjourn. 

 

A True Record.  Attest. 

 

 

         City Clerk 


