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BOARD OF MAYOR AND ALDERMEN 

 
 
April 15, 1997                                                                                           7:30 PM 
 
 
Mayor Wieczorek called the meeting to order. 
 
 
Mayor Wieczorek called for the Pledge of Allegiance; this function being led by Alderman 

Shea. 

 
A moment of silent prayer was observed. 
 
 
The Clerk called the roll.  There were eleven aldermen present. 
 
Present: Alderman Wihby, Reiniger, Sysyn, Clancy, Soucy, Shea,  
  Domaingue, Pariseau, Cashin, Robert, Hirschmann 
 
 
CONSENT ITEMS 
 
Mayor Wieczorek advised if you desire to remove any of the following items from the Consent 

Agenda, please so indicated.  If none of the items are to be removed, one motion only will be 

taken at the conclusion of the presentation. 

 
Minutes Accepted 
 
 A. Minutes of meetings held October 1, 1996 (two meetings);  

October 15, 1996; and October 31, 1996. 
 
Informational to be Received and Filed 
 
 B. Communication from the Airport Authority submitting minutes of their  

February 20, 1997 meeting. 
 
D. Communication from Andrew Cuomo, U. S. Dept. of HUD, submitting  

results of their performance report for the City’s Empowerment Zones and Enterprise 
Communities. 

 
 
 
REFERRALS TO COMMITTEES 
 
 

COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS, 
ENROLLMENT & REVENUE ADMINISTRATION 

 
E. Communication from Lloyd Basinow relative to the Vehicle Reclamation Trust Fund. 
 
 

COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION/INFORMATION SYSTEMS 
and 

COMMITTEE ON TRAFFIC/PUBLIC SAFETY 
 
 F. Communication from Cynthia Golden requesting on behalf of Big  

Brothers/Big Sisters of Greater Manchester, the use of the parking lot at the end of So. 
Commercial Street on June 20-22, 1997, to hold the Clyde Beatty/Cole Brothers Circus. 
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COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS 

ENROLLMENT & REVENUE ADMINISTRATION 
 

 G. Communication from Thomas O’Rourke, Continental Cablevision, informing the Board  
of plans to install an Emergency Alert System (EAS) in accordance with the Cable 
Television Consumer Protection and Competition Act of 1992 and advising that they will 
begin mandatory weekly testing of the system during the week of April 15, 1997. 

 
 H. Communication from Thomas O’Rourke, Continental Cablevision, advising that effective  

May 1, 1997, monthly charges for converter boxes and remote controls will increase 
slightly, while the rates for installation and service visits will decrease. 

 
 I. Communication from Thomas O’Rourke, Continental Cablevision, advising the Board of  

programming initiatives to be undertaken from April 7-13, 1997, with respect to 
children’s television. 

 
 

COMMITTEE ON COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 
 
 J. Communication from Robert and Elizabeth Poirier relative to a run-off water drainage  

problem on Whig Drive. 
 
 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
 
 K. Resolution: 
 

“Appropriating to the Manchester Aggregation Program the sum of $1,058,685 
from Aggregation Fees for the Fiscal Year 1998.” 

 
 
 L. Communication from the Personnel Director requesting that $10,000 be made available  

for the Employee Medical Service Account due to unexpected increases in Police Officer 
and Firefighter entry-level examinations and the drug and alcohol testing program; and 
for such purpose a Resolution has been submitted: 
 
Resolution: 
 

“Authorizing the Finance Officer to effect a transfer of Ten Thousand Dollars 
($10,000) from Contingency to the Employee Medical Services Account of the 
Personnel Department.” 

 
 
 M. Resolution: 
 

“Authorizing the Finance Officer to effect a transfer of One Thousand Three 
Hundred Seven Dollars ($1,307) from Contingency to the Elderly Services 
Department for a temporary Recreations Activities Supervisor position.” 

 
 

COMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL/INSURANCE 
 
 N. Report of the Committee on Traffic/Public Safety recommending that the Board of 
Mayor  

and Aldermen approve extension of health benefits for the family of Denis Robitaille for 
an 18-month period, with the cost to be paid by the City. 
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COMMITTEE ON TRAFFIC/PUBLIC SAFETY 
 
 O. Communication from George Copadis requesting the closure of Kenney at Hanover  

Streets and Hilton at Amherst Streets on September 12-14, 1997 from 10:00 AM to 11:00 
PM each day in conjunction with the annual Glendi celebration. 

 
 P. Communication from Linda Gagne, St. Anthony School, requesting closure of Silver  

Street between Belmont and Hall Streets on Friday, June 6, 1997, in conjunction with the 
annual Student Appreciation Day. 

 
 
 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 
 

COMMITTEE ON BILLS ON SECOND READING 
 
 Q. Recommending that Ordinance: 
 

“Amending Section 38.06 Citation Penalties of the Code of Ordinances of the City 
of Manchester by changing penalties relating to unlicensed dogs and dogs at 
large.” 

 
ought to pass. 

 
 
 R. Recommending that Ordinance: 
 

“Amending an Ordinance Regulating Traffic Upon the Public Streets of the City 
of Manchester relative to penalties for certain vehicular traffic and pedestrian 
violations.” 

 
 ought to pass. 
 
 S. Recommending that Ordinances: 
 

“Authorizing the Mayor to dispose of a parcel of property of approximately 615 
square feet at 175 Mammoth Road.” 

 
“Authorizing the Mayor to dispose of a parcel of property of approximately 975 
square feet at 175 Mammoth Road.” 

 
 ought to pass. 
 
 
 T. Recommending that Ordinances: 
 

“Amending Section 151.04 Issuance of Building Permits of the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Manchester by replacing said section to provide for the 
adoption of state provisions.” 

 
“Amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of Manchester by deleting 
Sections 151.15 through 151.27, Building Regulations providing for municipal 
licensing of plumbing.” 

 
 ought to pass. 
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COMMITTEE ON COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

 
 U. Recommending that the Committee on Traffic look at maintenance issues and long-range  

plans relative to the City’s parking facilities.  The Committee particularly notes concern 
that a long-range plan needs to be addressed for funding and review of maintenance of 
the garages. 

 
 
 V. Recommending that a petition for discontinuance of a portion of Dartmouth Street be  

referred to the next road hearing. 
 
 

COMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL/INSURANCE 
 
 W. Recommending that it has approved the following items in actions taken on agenda  

PC 3-97 for Elderly Services and Parks, Recreation & Cemetery Department. 
 
 

COMMITTEE ON TRAFFIC/PUBLIC SAFETY 
 
 X. Advising that is has approved Ordinance: 
 

“Amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of Manchester by inserting a new 
section, Section 96.06.1 Smoking at Gill Stadium” 

 
and recommending same be referred to the Committee on Bills on Second Reading for 
technical review. 

 
 
 Y. Recommending that a request for parking and loading changes related to City Hall  

Renovations be approved as follows: 
 

(1) That pursuant to Section 24 Parking prohibited in certain places of “An 
Ordinance Regulating Traffic Upon the Public Streets of the City of Manchester” 
adopted January 1947, designated parking in the four parking spaces in front of 
City Hall Annex on the north side of Market Street just west of Hampshire Lane 
be removed and posted as No Parking during the construction period of City 
Hall/Annex renovations.  Same to take effect when duly advertised and posted. 

 
(2) That the four spaces referred to above be converted following construction to 
eight or nine perpendicular spaces to be designated as One Hour Parking 9:00 
AM to 5:00 PM For Customers of City Hall and Aldermen, pursuant to Section 
25. Parking time limited in designated places. of the Traffic Ordinance. 

 
(3) That pursuant to Section 20 Standing for loading or unloading only in 
certain places of “An Ordinance Regulating Traffic Upon the Public Streets of 
the City of Manchester” adopted January 1947, and to address the concerns raised 
by the owners of Ted Herbert’s a No Parking Loading Zone be established when 
duly advertised (during construction and following) on Stark Street, south side 
from Hampshire Lane approximately 60 feet westerly; and that Parking for 
Police Vehicles only be rescinded for this area. 

 
(4) That in order to provide additional parking, the parking spaces on the south 
side of Stark Street, westerly of the loading zone established above, be converted 
from parallel to diagonal parking. 

 
 
 AA. Recommending that certain regulation governing standing, stopping and parking, be  

adopted and put into effect when duly advertised. 
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HAVING READ THE CONSENT AGENDA, ON MOTION OF ALDERMAN 

PARISEAU, DULY SECONDED BY ALDERMAN CLANCY, IT WAS VOTED THAT 

THE CONSENT AGENDA BE APPROVED. 

 
 
C. Communication from the President of the Manchester Water Works advising that the  

Board of Water Commissioners voted to accept the Board of Mayor and Aldermen’s 
action of January 21, 1997 relative to salaries of the Board of Water Commissioners. 

 
Alderman Pariseau stated he wanted to commend the Water Commissioners for their 

cooperation, they did not have to do what they are doing, and it sends a signal to other 

commissioners and felt they should be recognized for their fine cooperation.  On motion of 

Alderman Pariseau, duly seconded by Alderman Robert, it was voted to receive and file the 

communication. 

 

 Report of Committee on Traffic 
 Z. Recommending that certain regulation governing standing, stopping and parking, be  

adopted and put into effect when duly advertised. 
 
The Committee notes that at the request of the Board of Mayor and Aldermen, the 
Committee reviewed the contents of this report for a second time, and based on testimony 
and considerations presented to the Committee, the Committee recommends such 
regulations be adopted. 

 
Alderman Sysyn deferred to the Clerk.  Clerk Johson advised that there was a substitute report 

which had been forwarded to members containing some changes based on a poll of the Traffic 

Committee.   

On motion of Alderman Sysyn, duly seconded by Alderman Clancy, it was voted to accept, 

receive and adopt the substitute report. 

 

 
 
 

Warrant to be committed with abatements totaling $126,079.57 to the Tax Collector 
for collection under the Hand and Seal of the Board of Mayor and Aldermen. 

 
AB. Warrant for Collection of Sewer Charges in the amount of $126,079.57. 
 
Alderman Cashin deferred to the clerk.  Clerk Johnson advised that a handout was distributed 

reflecting abatements totaling $5,795.45.  On motion of Alderman Cashin, duly seconded by 

Alderman Shea, it was voted to commit as abated. 

 
 
 Confirmation of the nomination of William Varkas to succeed himself as a member of the  

Fire Commission, term to expire May 1, 2000. 
 

On motion of Alderman Pariseau, duly seconded by Alderman Cashin, it was voted to confirm 

the nomination of William Varkas to succeed himself as a member of the Fire Commission, term 

to expire May 1, 2000. 
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A brief presentation was made by the Executive Director of Intown Manchester updating 
the Board on Intown Manchester’s activities since last summer. 

 
Mr. Richard Davis addressed the Board stating he would try to bring them up to date on their 

work since April of last year.  Mr. Davis noted a blue package had been distributed which in 

addition to the quarterly reports and a bit about the organization had a report card which he 

urged they look at in their leisure; they were looking for the Board’s evaluation, they would like 

to know how they did and this would help to get their feedback and input.  Mr. Davis noted they 

wished to have their honest opinions returned. 

Mr. Davis began a presentation utilizing slides of various downtown locations.  First was an 

illustration of the 1993 In-Town Manchester Development Plan, done several years ago gave 

good basis for the work done when they came in.  Mr. Davis noted that he was glad it was not 

his first task, this very good plan was already done, and he thanked the City, Chamber, MHRA 

and others who made that plan possible.  Next was the goals set forth in the plan, they were still 

good goals, they intended to tackle all of them as they had opportunity - creating a diverse mix 

of uses - connecting the downtown and the millyard - working on the pedestrian environment - 

the image and identity of downtown - residential function - a development climate - and tangible 

results. 

Mr. Davis stated the next slide reflected one of the tangible projects we were able to work on 

has been the building improvement program and with the support of the city’s downtown 

improvement fund they had been able to put together a grant program and this has been matched 

by the banks with a $1.4 million loan program.  The next slide was the first tangible results of 

the project, the Black Brimmer Restaurant opening on the corner of Lowell and Elm Streets, 

there were 30 new jobs as a result of this restaurant opening - it was a wonderful addition to this 

end of Elm Street.  The assistance of the City and that which was provided through his office 

made possible a higher level of design and furnishings and finishing than otherwise would have 

been possible for this restaurant.  The next slide was a candidate for rehab on the corner of Stark 

Street and Elm Street, one of the very oldest buildings in downtown.  The next slide showed 

another candidate, the Pickering Building, which they wanted to recreate the facade of.  A new 

storefront in the Hampshire Plaza was then shown, the Modern Bride and Formal Shop which 

was now completed.  Mr. Davis noted that St. Mary’s Bank had recently the joined the loan pool 

bringing the totals up to $1.4 million.  The next slide was the skate shop rehab in the Hampshire 

Plaza which provided opportunities for traditional retailers downtown including Indian Head 

Athletics and Bagel Town who handled the concessions stand.  The next few slides showed the 

concession, the planners, and the process of putting in the skating rink program, along with a 

notation of the Citizen’s Bank and Merchant’s Motors being prime sponsors in its success.  Mr. 

Davis noted that there were over 10,000 people who skated in the first season, people came from 

Manchester, Portsmouth, Nashua, Concord and other places throughout the state.  Mr. Davis 

commented that the YMCA classes filled up very early.  Mr. Davis commented that 

entertainment was a traditional use in downtown and the next slide showed a classic movie 

presentation at the Palace Theater and noting that they were hoping to bring movies back to the 

downtown area.  Mr. Davis noted that revitalizing the millyard was very important to the 

success of this district as well and the next several slides showed various areas of the millyard.  
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Mr. Davis noted that they had some special challenges and opportunities.  He noted that they 

were working on a program initiated by Alderman Reiniger to light up some of the towers and 

historic architectural features, a slide of St. Paul, Minnesota was shown representative of the 

type of lighting they were trying to create, commenting that they had a number of people from 

Public Service Company of New Hampshire helping them put together a lighting plan for 

downtown.  He noted the good elements of lighting show - pedestrian lighting, tree lighting, 

facade lighting and the architectural lighting at the tops of the buildings stating they could do 

something like this here.  The next slide showed the Bridge and Elm Street site, an area they 

wanted to work on developing this next fiscal year.  Mr. Davis stated that the Elm Street 

Improvement Plan had been a project planned for some time, a community effort which would 

now become reality, and your commitment to this project makes possible a lot of the private 

improvements they would see happening as well, the public and the private working together 

well.  Mr. Davis noted that one of the challenges in designing a street is getting the trees and the 

lights to work together, and he was looking at some of the old historic pictures of Elm trees on 

Elm Street and they would like to encourage the city departments to think about Elm trees as 

they begin the replanting.  Mr. Davis noted an important piece when the street is rebuilt will be 

good signs such as shown on the slide showing where people can park and shop.  Mr. Davis 

commented that our garages were actually very well designed, and well situated in downtown 

Manchester; that the Board had given them the go ahead to do the shoppers park free, a parking 

validation program, and merchants can now say that they offer free parking to customers who 

are shopping downtown.  Mr. Davis commented that the next slide showed they were trying to 

put some life into the Chase block, hopefully it was preliminary to getting some interest in the 

building itself and redoing it noting there had been a lot of interest in it lately and they were 

hoping to have someone take a real development interest in it here shortly.  Mr. Davis noted that 

the next slide showed the importance of signs, making a building look good or bad, the slide 

showed a “for Lease” banner hanging off a building, the slide following showing the same 

building with the sign removed.  He noted it took a telephone call and follow up letter to have it 

addressed.  Mr. Davis stated that flowers downtown was important also which In-Town had 

taken some responsibility for with planters in various areas and they were encouraging building 

owners to participate in more planting projects.  In addition to the work on Elm Street they were 

concerned with the shape of Commercial Street and the Millyard and showed various slides of 

the area where crews had come in to trim, prune and clean up the area, sidewalks had the sand 

removed and Highway had cleaned up the streets.  Mr. Davis then commented on the mill girl 

shown in a couple of slides.  He noted the importance of the piece and the condition she had 

been in last year with vandalism, etc.  They had worked with the sculpture, Antoinette Brown 

Shultz to apply a protective covering to the mill girl and to clean out the area around her, and 

they hoped to do it again with a group of adopt of block volunteers intending to clean her up for 

this year.  Mr. Davis showed slides of the litter control efforts in the districts.  Mr. Davis noted 

the pictures of the alleys were not nice pictures but showed the continuing challenge; that the 

way that the trash is collected, the way it is stored in the alley sometimes creates a problem and 

he had spoken with Mr. Thomas who has agreed that they we can probably do better and they 

would like to work on some recycling projects with the City to try to keep some of the 
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cardboard and waste paper out of the alleys.  Another way to pick up some litter was through a 

sidewalk machine a slide of one was shown, something to be considered for the future.  Mr. 

Davis noted graffiti in the alleys stating that Alderman Shea had done a nice report on Graffiti 

and what a problem it is to the city and he commended the Board for their interest in this effort, 

it was something that needs to be cleaned up and he thought they were ways they wanted to do a 

pilot project to get the alleys looking better.   Mr. Davis showed a slide of graffiti encroaching 

Elm Street on a side street commenting that if graffiti is not removed it tends to spread out of the 

alleys and onto some of the walls and the commercial areas.  Mr. Davis stated that they were 

please to see that the budget for next year included some funding for removing snow out of 

downtown and not relocating it into the pedestrian areas like the slide showed and hoped that 

would stay in the budget.  Mr. Davis noted that mulching and taking care of the trees as Elm 

Street was rebuilt was important and encouraged all to take better care of not only the built 

environment but the natural environment downtown.  Mr. Davis referred to the next few sets of 

slides which reflected the diversity of the district going from the commercial core of downtown, 

through the millyard out into the Merrimack River including an island in the river ending with a 

slide showing the skyline of the downtown viewed from the island, which inspired them to do a 

better job in taking care of it and promoting and redeveloping the downtown. 

Alderman Shea stated he wanted to invite Mr. Davis to the next meeting he and Regis Lemaire 

would be holding regarding graffiti and he would advise when it was to be held noting perhaps 

they could work together to resolve some of those concerns. 

Alderman Domaingue stated she wished to thank Mr. Davis and the In-Town Manchester team 

stating they had done a wonderful job in raising the awareness and how important it is that they 

continue some of these projects. 

 

 

 A brief presentation by Chairpersons of the Makin’ It Happen Coalition for  
Resilient Youth regarding an outline of their two-year plan was then made. 

 

Lisa Smith addressed the Board stating your Honor, the Makin’ It Happen Coalition for 

Resilient Youth would like to thank you and all the members of the Board of Mayor and 

Aldermen for the opportunity to address the Board this evening.  May name is Lisa Smith, and I 

am the Community organizer for Makin’ It Happen.  After much research, consultation and 

deliberation, we are here tonight to present our two year action plan to enhance the positive 

development of youth and families in Manchester.  In 1995, as the result of two joint meetings 

of the Board of Mayor and Aldermen and the Board of School Committee, our city-wide 

coalition formed to address not only violence, but all other related youth behaviors.  We used 

three documents as our “compass”: the Mayor’s Task Force Report on Violence, the Manchester 

Youth Needs Assessment ad the Manchester Principal Association’s Call to Action.  In the past, 

undesirable youth behaviors were commonly viewed as “problems”, and efforts were made to 

address them directly.  Today, however, we know that high-risk youth behaviors are merely 

symptoms of other more serious, underlying issues.  Research tells us that just as there are 

negative factors that place youth at risk, there are also positive factors that protect youth from 

risk, including appropriate parental standards and discipline, constructive use of time and a 
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commitment to learning.  These protective factors -- or assets -- are the building blocks of 

positive youth development and study after study demonstrates that communities that focus on 

these assets see drastically lover incidents of alcohol and other drug use, violence, school 

failure, teen pregnancy, and suicide among youths.  Among our activities over the past 19 

months, the Makin’ It Happen Coalition has assessed these factors and developed a 

comprehensive two year action plan designed to enhance protective factors in youth.  It’s also 

worth noting that during this period, we have functioned as the Manchester 2000 Goal 2 and 

Goal 6 committees, working to increase the graduation rate and ensure safe and drug-free 

schools.  The two year action plan that we present to you this evening is the product of hundreds 

of dedicated volunteers, representing all walks of life and offering a variety of insights and 

specialties, who continue to regularly meet in teams supported by the SDFS and communities 

program.  As a concerned grassroots coalition, Makin’ It Happen seeks to improve our 

community, and not add to its burdens.  Accordingly, we are currently seeking grants and other 

funding to help us meet our objectives.  We are not, and have no intention of asking the city to 

fund any part of this plan.  All we ask of you is to share our goals and share our commitment of 

enhancing the positive development of Manchester’s youth.  Makin’ It Happen is co-chaired by 

Joanne Smogor, Wellness Coordinator for the Manchester School District and Dan Leach, Vice 

President of First Albany Corporation.  At this time I’d like to introduce Dan, who is going to 

tell you more about the progress of our 200 volunteers. 

 

Dan Leach addressed the Board thanking them for the opportunity to address them stating about 

a year ago a group of business people got together and discussed improving Manchester.  That 

initiative is now known as For Manchester.  About six months prior to that a group of 

individuals, starting at about 150 and he believed Alderman Shea was at the initial meeting, and 

that number is now 200 people got together.  We call it Makin’ It Happen and just as For 

Manchester is making things happen in Manchester, I think it would be good to call our Makin’ 

It Happen Committee a For Kids, For the Community, For Schools.  There were initially 150 

people that attended our meeting and now there is over 200 volunteers that have given numerous 

hours to support this initiative.  The type of people that are involved in this committee are 

parents, students, principals, teachers, law enforcement officials, the faith community, the 

business community, social service, school board members are actively involved, the cultural 

diversity task force is actively involved.  We have a number of committees that meet on a 

quarterly, weekly, bi-weekly schedule.  We have a steering committee, we have four distinct 

committees, the families committee, the schools committee, the community committee and the 

communications team.  They have donated thousands upon thousands of hours of their time.  A 

study done by the Chamber of Commerce about a year ago indicated that the volunteers time 

was worth anywhere from $40 to $50 per hour to the community, and we cannot even fathom 

how much money was saved because of the volunteer time, because of the over 200 people that 

have been involved in this initiative.  So these teams meet to go over our long term plan, which 

is a two year goal, and that is why we are here this evening, to ask for your support.  We have 

gotten into an alliance with the Army National Guard, to form an aggressive anti-drug 

partnership.  We are with the leading members of the business community such as Optima 
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Health.  We were happy to co-chair, or chair the Red Ribbon Week breakfast this year, we had 

over 400 people at this - the largest event ever and we were privileged to have Superior Court 

Justice Linda Delanath as our guest speaker and we look to have all of the Board members there 

next year, and they are looking for 500 to 600 people.  We have been sighted in national 

recognized resiliency and action journal, we have presented at the Resiliency and Action 

conferences, we have been to the New Hampshire Department of Education, the NH Bureau of 

Substance Abuse, and the Manchester School Board, GMASA, and numerous other agencies in 

the city.  Tonight we would like to talk about our two year action plan allow me to briefly 

outline our objectives for the next 24 months.  Our families teams will work to provide all 

parents and school age children with information on building external assets in their children 

through the use of the support and parliment boundaries and structured time use.  What does that 

mean.  It is a lot of mumbo jumbo maybe, but I look at it years ago, when we had one person in 

a family that did very well and the other kid in the family didn’t do well.  How come that 

happened.  And we can look to research now and we can say because of certain factors that are 

detailed in the brochures today this is why one was successful and this is why the other one 

didn’t make it.  We want to build up that person that didn’t make it and improve those assets.  

We want to build on the strength that a person has.  Our schools team will seek to establish a 

community service program for young people.  Something that the Board has talked has talked 

about in the past as well as the School Board and the Board of Mayor and Aldermen and we are 

looking to support that initiative in every way.  Our communities team plans a comprehensive 

effort to partner with businesses, service and civic organizations, educational institutions the 

faith community, the media and others to rid our community of drugs and to promote assets in 

youth.  If anybody went to the initial meeting one of the first points that I made was a lot of this 

stuff can be done with no money from the city - we don’t expect money, what we ask for is your 

support.  As a taxpayer, former social worker and guidance counselor, a parent of a ten year old 

who happened to make a presentation to this Board about two or three weeks ago, I ask you to 

support this initiative.  It is way too important not to support.  It will not cost money it costs 

time, it costs support.   

Mr. Leach then introduced Linda King, Regional Coordinator of the NH Bureau of Substance 

Abuse Services, to speak further about this initiative. 

Mr. King addressed the Board stating the Bureau of Substance Abuse Services recognizes the 

critical role that community coalitions play in the prevention of alcohol, tobacco and other drug 

problems - as well as delinquency, violence, teen pregnancy, and school drop out.  Years of 

experience in the prevention field have taught us that it is only when communities become 

involved, and individuals come together to work for the common good that change occurs.  

However, what is unique about this particular community coalition is that it has based its 

philosophies and strategies on recent research.  It indicates while we need to focus on risk 

factors in young peoples lives, more importantly we need to emphasize the building of 

resiliency in our youth.  Resiliency can be described as the capacity to spring back, rebound, 

successfully adapt in the face of adversity.  This is done by insuring that protective factors, 

which are conditions that act as a buffer and protect young people from the effects of stressful 

events and environments are in place in our families, in our schools, and in our communities.  
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This coalition’s framework clearly focuses on resiliency.  This means looking at the glass half 

full instead of half empty.  It’s a shift from being reactive to pro-active.  A shift from a system 

that is not expert driven but participant driven.  It means viewing strengths instead of 

weaknesses.  Its a shift from seeing youth and people as problems to seeing them as resources.  

Resiliency research grew out of the recognition that many young people who were exposed to 

sever stress and trauma, including war, poverty, abuse and neglect, somehow made it and 

developed into the kind of person that to quote a noted researcher in this field “works well, plays 

well, loves well, and expects well.”  We all know someone, it may be ourselves, who came from 

a difficult situation or circumstance and made it, that is the basis of this resource that is being 

employed by this coalition.  We now know that we can help foster resiliency in any environment 

and in fact we need to promote it in all areas of life.  A quote from Robert Louis Stevenson may 

help to put this approach in perspective for all of us.  “Life is not a matter of holding good cards, 

but playing a poor hand well.”  You will see that Makin’ It Happen Coalition practices what it 

preaches, by involving youth at all levels.   

Ms. King stated that she was very proud to introduce two of our Steering Committee members, 

Kerry Martin of West High School, and Chris Ouellette of Trinity High School.  Kerry is the co-

leader of the community team and Chris is the co-leader of the family team. 

Ms. Martin addressed the Board stating I often hear adults refer to good kids and bad kids.  I’m 

part of Makin It Happen because I believe as does the coalition that there are no such thing as 

good and bad kids.  Look at kids making positive choices and you will also see that we have 

positive role models and people in our lives who genuinely care about us.  And then look at our 

friends who might get into a little bit of trouble and you’ll see that although they have the same 

needs that we do the people that are surrounding them need to show them the support, love 

guidelines, and high expectations.  Unfortunately many of these are going unmet for these kids 

who are getting into trouble.  These are the kids who are more likely to get involved in drinking 

and drugging, violence and other self destructive behaviors.  I consider myself fortunate for 

having experienced many of these assets which we have heard about previously.  I also consider 

it my responsibility to assist my classmates, neighbors, and others who are not as fortunate to 

help create a support system focused on the very factors that give all kids what they need to 

succeed.  This responsibility belongs to me, to you and to all of us.  Just as the young people 

need certain factors to flourish, so does a grass roots movement such as ours.  The asset we seek 

this evening is your endorsement. 

Mr. Ouellette addressed the Board stating even under the best family circumstances kids need 

support and involvement from others to grow up health, caring and responsible.  That is why 

this is a true community effort.  We are working with schools, business, churches and other 

groups to educate them about building resiliency in youth and what they can do to help Makin It 

Happen.  For example, youth involved in the decision making and problem solving feel like they 

are contributing to a greater good.  That is why I volunteered to become student leader for the 

Makin It Happen families team where one of the strategies I helped to develop in this two year 

plan is to hold parent tryout forums.  These forums will bring parents and kids together in a 

useful dialogue about issues such as alcohol and drug use, violence family rules and family 

communication.  But as kids we need to know the entire community is behind us to help us 
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make good choices.  What you need to know is that we as kids all have something to offer.  We 

are trying our hardest the best way we know how.  Makin I Happen is working to make sure that 

youth needs to learn new or better ways there will be a supportive understanding from the 

community behind us.   

Ms. Martin stated that they were not seeking any city funding for any portion of this two year 

plan.  Our purpose tonight is to ask you, our elected officials, for your vote to ask if we may 

count you, today’s city leaders, among those standing for tomorrow’s leaders, Manchester’s 

youth. 

Ms. Smith stated before I introduce our last speaker, I have been asked by Marie Osgood, the 

Chair of Manchester 200 to read her letter since she is unable to be here this evening.  The letter 

read as follows: 

 
Dear Mayor Wieczorek, 
 
As chairperson of Manchester 2000 I have been involved with the Makin It Happen 
Coalition for Resilient Youth for the past twelve months as part of the Manchester 2000 
initiative.  The Coalition functions as goal 2, increasing graduation rate, and goal 6, 
providing safe and drug free schools for Manchester. 
 
As goal 2 and goal 6, the Makin It Happen Coalition is an asset to our community and the 
future of our education goals in the city of Manchester.  The proposed two year action 
plan addresses critical issues in our community allowing Manchester students to succeed 
in and out of the classroom.   
 
The Manchester 2000 education committee, supports the proposed two year action plan, 
we urge you to support it as well. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
s/Marie Osgood 
 
 

Ms. Smith stated it is now my pleasure to introduce Grace Freije, an educator and former School 

Board member, and a current member of the For Manchester Steering Committee. 

Ms. Freije addressed the Board stating I feel very fortunate to have been asked to be here to 

speak before you tonight and thank you for the opportunity.  I think the reason that I was asked 

to be here is because the people that know me know that I’m very passionate about what I do.  

And what I do is teach kids.  And I have been doing that for a very long time.  I know what it 

takes to educate kids.  I know what it takes to help them to become and to remain healthy and 

productive citizens.  As we approach the 21st century the task is getting more difficult.  It’s 

becoming much more challenging.  I believe that it is imperative that we have a plan in place.  

And we do.  The plan that I have before me has been developed by over 200 members of this 

community and it is exemplary.  But in order to make this plan effective and make it meaningful 

all of the pieces must be in place.  All of the pieces, the key factors, must work in synergy or 

else the plan will become ineffective.  Our families, our schools, and our communities are the 

key factors to making this plan work.  We must all share the vision and endorse the plan.  I 

encourage you to please endorse this plan and support it.  If we can do this all together, if we 

can put all those pieces together and share our resources then at that point we will be truly 
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makin it happen.  So I encourage you, and I urge you to support the plan and share the vision for 

the kids and for the future of the city of Manchester. 

 

Alderman Domaingue moved that the Board of Mayor and Aldermen endorse and support the 

plan presented.  Alderman Pariseau duly seconded the motion.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Mayor Wieczorek called a brief recess. 
 
Mayor Wieczorek called the meeting back to order. 
 
 

A brief presentation by the Voluntary Action Center to highlight volunteerism in 
Manchester was then given. 

 

JoAnne St. Pierre, Program Coordinator of the Voluntary Action Center addressed the Board 

stating that the Voluntary Action Center, founded in 1975, promotes volunteerism in our 

community and it also serves as a clearing house for residents and non-profit organizations in 

the greater Manchester area.  This week is National Volunteer Week and our theme is 

volunteers, real people, real connections.  This past Sunday we held a reception, it was 

sponsored by Manchester Association for Volunteer Agencies and CFX Bank.  Approximately 

400 volunteers attended and CFX Bank has graciously allowed the names of 4500 volunteers to 

be on display at their Elm and Wall Street branch this week.  That is certainly not the total 

number of volunteers in the area, it’s the number that we were able to reach this year we hope to 

grow next year.  At that time Mayor Wieczorek proclaimed National Volunteer Week to be in 

effect in the city of Manchester.  He also recognized Ali Izopa for her role in receiving the 

Prudential Spirit of America Youth Award.  Today is National Youth Service Day and once 

again Mayor Wieczorek has a proclamation for that. 

Mayor Wieczorek noted that he was at West High this morning and they had 80 young students 

getting ready to get into the community of sharing with different organizations that they were 

going to be visiting this morning.  Mayor Wieczorek added that he was impressed with the 

turnout they had yesterday at CFX Bank with all of the folks that are there as volunteers. 

Mayor Wieczorek presented a proclamation reading as follows: 

WHEREAS, Youth Services America in conjunction with the Points of  
Life Foundation, the Campus Outreach Opportunity League, the United 
States Conference of Mayors, the United States Chamber of Commerce, the 
National Corporation for National Service, Big Brothers/Big Sisters of 
American, the National Youth Leadership Council, Youth Volunteer Corp 
and the National Association of Service and Conservation Corps will 
sponsor a National Youth Service Day as a showcase for the efforts of our 
young people; and 
 

WHEREAS, National Youth Service Day is an effort to communicate to  
policy makers, business and community leaders and to parents and teachers 
ways to channel the energy, enthusiasm and talent of young people into 
solutions for serious social and economic problems facing the nation; and 

 
WHEREAS, Our nation’s future lies in the strength and potential of various  

organized youth services and the young people of our nation are a valuable 
asset and will be the future leaders of our country; and 
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WHEREAS, Local governments and institutions across the United States  

have long benefited from the untolled hours of volunteer service performed 
by these young people and through this service have blazed the trail that 
will make them successful leaders; 

 
NOW THEREFORE, I, Raymond J. Wieczorek, by virtue of the authority vested in me 
as Mayor of the City of Manchester, in the State of New Hampshire, do hereby proclaim 
April 15, 1997 as National Youth Service Day. 

 

Mayor Wieczorek stated that since he had been in office they had 14 senior citizen dinners and 

without the help and cooperation of the Voluntary Action Center they would be hard pressed to 

take care of 800 people who always attend these functions.  Mayor Wieczorek expressed his 

thanks and that of the City’s for the hard work she put in on these various programs. 

Ms. St. Pierre stated that about 100 students went out from West High School this morning and 

visited 11 sites including the American Red Cross, New Horizons, and the Kids Cafe.  Also 

today students at most of the elementary schools and the middle schools, junior high schools, 

did a grounds clean up, it was like a pre-adopt a block effort since most would not be 

participating this Saturday.  Saturday being the last day of National Volunteer Week was ending 

with a bang for Adopt-A-Block come rain, snow or shine, they will have Adopt-A-Block.  An 

important component in the city’s volunteer sector is the Manchester Municipal Volunteer 

program.  The program was started in 1983 at the request of the city and the Voluntary Action 

Center coordinates the program.  Volunteers performed various tasks supplementing the work of 

paid staff and this allowed the department the time and manpower to better serve the 

community.  This past Sunday there was an article in the newspaper about the Municipal 

Volunteer Program, and it focused on a couple of the volunteers who have been in place for 

about four years.  Volunteers donated their services to the following departments in 1996:  Adult 

Basic Education, Assessors Office, City Solicitor’s office, Finance, Library, Police, Tax 

Collector, Office of the Mayor, Parks Recreation & Cemetery, Building, Office of Youth 

Services, Fire, Personnel and Highway.  Ms. St. Pierre illustrated a chart reflecting that in the 

last four years the number of volunteers on average per month has increased; that the total 

number of hours each year had been increasing, the first year was 8,595 hours, 1996 13,773 

hours for volunteers in the municipal program.  The last column reflected the monetary value for 

that service, the bottom line for the four years was over 30,000 hours, total monetary value was 

over $500,000. and the city funding for the Voluntary Action was $40,000. so she thought it was 

a tremendous turn around for the investment.  Ms. St. Pierre left the chart, a copy of the article 

and a magnet for the aldermen. 

 

Mayor Wieczorek thanked Ms. St. Pierre commenting that she was highlighting one of the most 

important assets any community has are the volunteers that you have in the community. 

 

 

On motion of Alderman Soucy, duly seconded by Alderman Pariseau, it was voted to recess the 

regular meeting to allow the Committee on Finance to meet. 
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Mayor Wieczorek called the meeting back to order. 
 
 
 A report of the Committee on Finance was presented recommending that 
 Appropriating Resolutions: 
 

“Appropriating to the Manchester Aggregation Program the sum of $1,058,685 
from Aggregation Fees for the Fiscal year 1998” 

 
 and 

“Approving the Community Improvement Program for 1998, Raising and 
Appropriating Monies Therefor, and Authorizing Implementation of Said 
Program” 

 
 as amended; 
 
 be referred to the budget public hearing to be held June 10, 1997, at  
 7:00 PM at West High School. 
 
On motion of Alderman Robert, duly seconded by Alderman Soucy, it was voted to accept, 

receive and adopt the report of the Committee on Finance.  Alderman Hirschmann was duly 

recorded in opposition to the CIP Resolution. 

 
 

A second report of the Committee on Finance was presented recommending that 
Resolutions: 

 
“Authorizing the Finance Officer to effect a transfer of Ten Thousand Dollars 
($10,000) from Contingency to the Employee Medical Services Account of the 
Personnel Department.” 

 
Authorizing the Finance Officer to effect a transfer of One Thousand Three 
Hundred Seven Dollars ($1,307) from Contingency to the Elderly Services 
Department for a temporary Recreations Activities Supervisor position.” 

 
ought to pass and be enrolled. 

 
On motion of Alderman Sysyn, duly seconded by Alderman Clancy, it was voted to accept, 

receive and adopt the report of the Committee. 

 
 
 

Communication from Jay Taylor the Industrial Agent, recommending that the City of 
Manchester and the Town of Londonderry cooperatively apply to the U. S. Department 
of Commerce Foreign Trade Zones Board, to expand the Zone at Manchester Airport; 
and requesting that the Mayor be authorized to execute documents related to this 
application, subject to the review and approval of the City Solicitor. 

 

Alderman Robert moved to approve the recommendation, and authorize execution of documents 

subject to the review and approval of the City Solicitor.  Alderman Sysyn duly seconded the 

motion. 

Alderman Domaingue stated they were not given a copy of the map she did not know how many 

people had seen it but she believed that the proposal for the new foreign trade zone parameters 

follows the airport district. 

Mr. Taylor responded it includes the entire airport which consists of about 1470 acres in both 

the communities of Manchester and Londonderry and the proposal is to expand the district to 

include all currently industrially zoned areas in both communities that are contiguous to the 
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existing zone which in Manchester would include some land north of the airport out to Goffs 

Falls Road and to the east using the Cohas swamp east of Harvey Road and South Willow Street 

over to South Mammoth Road would be essentially the effect of the change in the city of 

Manchester; that the remainder of it would be in the town of Londonderry. 

Alderman Domaingue stated that the reason she asked the question is because when she looked 

at the actual zoning map for the city of Manchester, she had no problem with a foreign trade 

zone, but the letter which is included in our packet to be submitted and signed by the mayor, 

includes the phrase that this is to include all industrially zoned land in both communities now 

contiguous to the existing foreign trade zone which is what Mr. Taylor said.  However, when 

she looked at the map, there was a portion of property that is zoned residential, and it is that 

portion that troubled her, and thought would trouble the people who live around that area and so 

she asked that they maintain the district the way it has been proposed with the exception of that 

residential area. 

Mr. Taylor stated that if that was case, he would agree.  He reviewed the map with Alderman 

Domaingue noting it was not the intent to rezone anything in this process, but to follow the 

existing zoning boundaries; that the error in drawing the map could be rectified.  A review 

reflected an R1B area had been included. 

Alderman Domaingue moved to amend the motion by reflecting in the letter and map so that the 

areas effected only included the industrial zones.  Alderman Shea duly seconded the motion to 

amend.  The motion carried. 

Mayor Wieczorek called for a vote on the main motion as amended.  The motion carried with 

none recorded in opposition. 

 

 

 Communication from Ron Corriveau, New England Risk Management,  
seeking the Board’s authorization to distribute employee benefit information regarding 
the ESP Auto and Homeowner Insurance Program to City employees. 
 

On motion of Alderman Wihby, duly seconded by Alderman Pariseau, it was voted to approve 

the requested authorization to distribute the information. 
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 Bond Resolution 
 

“Authorizing Bonds, Notes or Lease Purchases in the amount of $800,000 for the 
1997 CIP 5.10262 Riverfront Stadium Project.” 

 
On motion of Alderman Soucy duly seconded by Alderman Reiniger, it was voted to read by 

title only and it was so done. 

 

Alderman Reiniger moved that the Bond Resolution pass and be enrolled.  Alderman Cashin 

duly seconded the motion. 

Alderman Wihby noted that this took in items 14 and 15 stating that at the last meeting they had 

talked about getting some numbers from Finance and asked if they were prepared to go over any 

of those numbers, and if not when will they be prepared to go over those numbers. 

Mr. Clougherty stated he could go over what he had if they wished but they had been meeting 

with the principles, we’ve had several discussions.  We think we have made some substantive 

progress.  We received the proposal on Friday, I have not had a chance to get into the details and 

I don’t think the solicitor has.  We’ve got some meetings scheduled to continue doing that.  If 

you want us to go through the basics of what we understand the proposal is I can do that. 

Alderman Wihby stated he had some questions and perhaps between Mr. Clougherty and 

Solicitor Clark they could answer them, and see when or if they will be answered. 

Alderman Wihby referenced page 13, stating it said if they cease to be a charitable organization, 

does that mean that they can decide that they want to be profitable or a regular organization and 

then start making money on the land that the city owns, or was that stretching it. 

Solicitor Clark responded that that was probably a little stretched.  We discussed that today, it is 

not their intent to be able to become a profit organization, the language needs to be strengthened 

and it is one thing that we will be changing. 

Alderman Wihby asked in reference to the first right of refusal or reverter rights, was there 

anything in there that gives the city those.  Alderman Wihby stated we have reverter rights in 

that if they don’t perform and want to walk away then it reverts to us, but what happens - do we 

have any first right of refusal or can they give it to some other organization, or how did that 

work in the proposal. 

Solicitor Clark responded there was no restriction on assigning or transferring within the 

document at this time, again that was discussed today and he had told the representatives that we 

had talked with that the city is going to require that it be non-assignable. 

Alderman Wihby stated so then it would come back to us automatically. 

Solicitor Clark concurred. 

Alderman Wihby stated cost of fixing the field, he understood the intent in here wasn’t to say 

that the city is responsible but he read it being the city was responsible, asking who is 

responsible for fixing the field after the CSO.
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Solicitor Clark stated that the way it is worded right now it would be the city; that this was 

another item discussed.  They have expressed a willingness that they would be responsible if 

that is what the city wanted.  It hasn’t been drafted yet but it is another amendment that the city 

will be requiring. 

Mr. Clougherty stated that the issue with the CSO is something they have been addressing.  If 

my understanding is correct and they had to verify this with highway and EPD, but if we can 

site - this whole complex , the only non-portable portions are going to be a couple of concrete 

buildings that will constitute the locker rooms, the concession areas and the broadcast areas.  

Those are going to be concrete once they are done they are where they are.  If you site those 

properly, outside the range of areas that would be considered for the CSO, then the rest of what 

they are talking about really is a fence, some turf, some minor irrigation and portable bleachers. 

So if they did CSO in those areas, they would take up the fence, get rid of the bleachers and dig 

up the field.  Once they were done putting in the ground whatever they have to do for CSO, we 

have to cover it anyways, and we probably do a lot of the grading and what have you as part of 

the ordinary CSO project, but then putting back the additional drainage perhaps, doing the extra 

turf - putting back the fence those types of things are what the foundation at this times envisions 

what would be the limited costs.   

Alderman Clancy asked how long it would take to put the Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) in. 

Mr. Clougherty responded it depended on what happened with the federal requirement and to 

the extent that they make us comply, we might have to do nothing, it was up to congress and 

some of the state agencies.  They had to wait to see how that got played out in other forums in 

Washington and Concord.  We would hope to have a better handle on that in a year, but they 

could not definitively say Congress was or was not going to change the law.  Mr. Clougherty 

noted that if the law was not changed, they would have to put it in, it would be expensive, big 

and would have an effect on this site, depending on how it was sited, which was up to question. 

Alderman Clancy commented that if the CSO took three years, and they couldn’t use the field 

for three years, would they still pay on the bond. 

Mr. Clougherty responded if it took three years they would ask them to abate the payments, it 

would depend on when it hit and what the revenue structure is.  If they could postpone CSO for 

eight years and have less of an impact they would have to do it in two years, but it was not 

something the foundation or city knew at this time. 

Mr. Clougherty stated as far as the dollar impact of the debt service, yes, if there was no revenue 

coming in then there has been some discussion with the group about how it would be 

advantageous to have some private backing with a project like this to provide working capital, 

and to step in in situations like that and step in and help alleviate any type of problem.  It was 

his understanding that they were working diligently in that regard and that there may be 

something that would help in that area, but we have not seen something concrete in that area.  

But it was something that would provide some comfort level to the city with respect to debt 

service and possible tax implications. 

Alderman Wihby stated the two years that they would go without paying, that’s added on to the 

end anyway.  Mr. Clougherty stated that was his understanding. 
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Alderman Wihby asked if they had to have a concert in the city did they have to get a permit for 

that.  It was concurred they would 

Alderman Wihby stated so in order to control something that wanted to come into the city that 

we did not want to see here the aldermen or some committee could do that. 

The clerk advised that the City Clerk’s licensing division handles entertainment licenses; that if 

the Committee on Administration directed the City Clerk’s office not to issue certain types of 

licenses that could be accomplished. 

Alderman Wihby stated that his concerns then were the charitable part, that Solicitor Clark 

states he had already acknowledged; the non-assignable and the CSO - the limited costs that 

Kevin had talked about - asking if those could be addressed in the contract. 

Mayor Wieczorek advised that they will be. 

Alderman Shea stated that he was glad that Alderman Wihby was so scrutinous about this 

particular project and hoped he would be in terms of future projects in the city, he commended 

him for that, and look forward to future projects.  Alderman Shea stated asked the City Solicitor 

if this group had been up front, frank and honorable in terms of dealing with him.  Solicitor 

Clark responded he believed so, they got the draft Friday, and had his first meeting with them 

today and another scheduled for Monday morning. 

Alderman Shea asked Mr. Clougherty the same.  Mr. Clougherty responded yes, he thought 

everybody had here; that when you get into a project like this, the devil is in the details and the 

hard part is trying to get all the details out on the table.  Mr. Clougherty noted that this project 

had made a lot of progress a lot faster than others they had seen but there was still some details 

that needed to be resolved.  He thought the departments had been straightforward in providing to 

different parties what their concerns are, and that was one reason that they have been able to 

move this along, he thought they knew what the issues are and when the Board is ready to vote 

on this they would be able to tell them what the items are. 

Alderman Shea stated that he was impressed with the people involved, they were local people, 

they are interested in sports, and are people that he thought had the best interest of the city of 

Manchester at heart. 

Alderman Reiniger stated the foundation had indicated that they do have a corporate sponsor in 

the amount of about one-half million dollars and the name will be announced later. 

Alderman Reiniger moved that the resolution pass and be enrolled.  Alderman Cashin seconded 

the motion. 

 
Alderman Cashin stated he understood Alderman Wihby’s concerns about the project, they had 

discussed it earlier, and he had a right to ask the questions he asked and would be irresponsible 

if he didn’t, but as far as the project goes as the alderman from ward 7 stated it was local people 

involved here.  Alderman Cashin stated it has been a long time since I have felt the energy in a 

project that I feel in this one and it is grass roots energy, it isn’t something that some PR firm 

has built up.  Nobody has twisted arms on this Board, it’s just been people getting together and 

saying look, it’s good for the community.  This is what Manchester needs.  I have not felt this 

good about a project in a long time and asked the Board if it would please vote in favor 

unanimously. 
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Alderman Domaingue stated it was nice to know the department’s were busy but recalled 

meeting two weeks ago, hearing the Mayor and other department heads saying they wanted to 

meet with these people to finalize the details of the financing and yet was hearing that the 

contractual agreement and discussions have only taken place very recently.  She would hope 

that in the future that the City of Manchester takes a better leadership role in speeding up the 

process so that we can get some of this development ongoing in the city. 

Mayor Wieczorek stated that he did not think they could say that the city has not been there, it 

takes awhile to put some of these projects together.  He thought that this project had come a very 

long way in a very short time, he did not remember any project moving this quickly. 

Mr. Clougherty stated that he had met with the foundation on numerous occasions as had parks 

and some of the others and they had been trying to list out all of the items and let people 

respond, whether it was schools area or what have you.  As a result of those iterations, the 

departments he thought had raised some legitimate concerns, they went back and changed that.  

It was a series of iterations at work here, after we had gone through some of that it resulted in a 

draft document that came last Friday, and at that point the solicitor has a document that he can 

start to take a look at.  Mr. Clougherty noted that some of the concerns finance raised he thought 

the foundation agreed are responsible and would make for a better project, and they would be 

meeting with them to move this forward.  Mr. Clougherty stated he would not want to leave 

them with the impression that the city departments haven’t been meeting with them, or trying to 

get this thing resolved or be constructive, whether it is parks or school they have had several 

meetings. 

Alderman Domaingue stated that she would not suggesting that they be careless, but was 

pointing out that they had a sincere group of people here who wanted for some time now to get 

this project going and as  Board we have tried to be very supportive and she was hearing that the 

departments were being very careful as well so that was good news for Manchester. 

There being no further discussion, Mayor Wieczorek called for a vote on the motion.  The 

motion carried with none recorded in opposition. 

 

 

 
Request for approval of Riverfront Park Development and Lease Agreement between the 
City of Manchester and The Riverfront Park Foundation, Inc. 

 

Alderman Reiniger moved to approve the contract subject to the review and approval of the City 

Solicitor and Finance Officer.  Alderman Clancy seconded the motion.  In response to question, 

it was concurred that the final contract would come back for approval.  The motion carried with 

none recorded in opposition. 

 

 
Alderman Reiniger stated they could now recognize the corporate donor/sponsor for the 

organization. 

 

Jerome Duval addressed the Board stating it was his honor to represent the Singer family and his 

employer Merchant’s Automotive Group announcing the family’s financial support of this 
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proposed sports complex for Manchester.  The Singer family, never bashful in their support of 

so many philanthropic causes large and small has chosen to promote the efforts of this non-

profit organization by pledging to fund this project in the amount of approximately $450,000.  

The Singer family made this decision for many reasons.  First, it was their desire to support a 

project that would have long lasting benefit to Manchester, and its residents.  The Singers, 

lifelong residents of Manchester, having been educated in Manchester public schools and as 

children participants in countless youth sporting activities, quickly warmed up to the idea of 

backing a project that would benefit our city’s young athletes and their families.  Anybody who 

knows the Singer boys knows of their love for all sports.  This was a good fit.  More importantly 

the Singers considered the positive impact this project could have on Manchester, its benefits to 

its residents, the city schools, and the business community.  In celebration of Merchant’s 

Automotive Group 35th anniversary in business in greater Manchester, the family concluded 

that it was only fitting to give back to Manchester, the Manchester community, what Manchester 

residents have given over the years by purchasing automobiles and other goods and services 

offered the buying public through their company.  In short, what better way to say thank you 

during its 35th year in business to all those who have patronized Merchant’s Automotive Group 

by leasing, buying or renting cars.  In case your wondering, this wonderful woman here next to 

me is not my mother, but I will tell you she is the mother of six sons who run Merchant’s 

Automotive Group.  Past president of Merchants, Mrs. Singer and her husband, the late Irving 

Singer, dedicated themselves to so many causes that each promoted the quality of life for 

Manchester’s families.  In a show of enthusiastic support for this endeavor, Mrs. Singer wanted 

to personally be here tonight to thank the volunteers who have given of themselves to get this 

going, to make it a reality.  The Singer family extends special thanks to Peter Ramsey, Mike 

Brack, and Kevin Provencher who had a vision and have worked selflessly to promote it in spite 

of all the hurdles put in their way.  The Singer family also wishes to thank our city’s aldermen, 

those that had the courage to voice support for the project, and respectfully asked that they join 

with them in guaranteeing this project fulfill all expectations to the betterment of the city we call 

home.  They are enthused by the support tonight and want to thank you tremendously and we 

hope it moves forward expeditiously. 

A round of applause was then given for Mrs. Singer and her family. 

Mrs. Bernice Singer stated that she knew that when this project was completed it would be a big, 

big asset to the City of Manchester. 

Mayor Wieczorek stated he wished to express his thanks to her on behalf of the city, as he told 

the aldermen he had known the Singer family before they got into the automotive business and 

when you say that its 35 years that you have been in the business, that was a long time.   

Mayor Wieczorek stated he had always known the family to be very generous to anything that is 

going on here in the city, and again thanked the Singer family for the generous contribution on 

behalf of the city. 

 

 
 
Resolutions: 
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“Authorizing the Finance Officer to effect a transfer of Ten Thousand Dollars 
($10,000) from Contingency to the Employee Medical Services Account of the 
Personnel Department.” 
 
“Authorizing the Finance Officer to effect a transfer of One Thousand Three 
Hundred Seven Dollars ($1,307) from Contingency to the Elderly Services 
Department for a temporary Recreations Activities Supervisor position.” 
 

On motion of Alderman Pariseau, duly seconded by Alderman Soucy, it was voted to read by 

titles only and it was so done. 

 

Alderman Shea moved that the Resolutions pass and be enrolled.  Alderman Clancy duly 

seconded the motion.  There being none opposed the motion carried. 

 
 
 
 Mayor Wieczorek made the following nomination: 
 

Paul Ledoux to succeed Michael J. Netkovick on the Manchester Retirement Board, term 
to expire January 1, 1999. 

 
Under the rules the nomination was to lay over to the next meeting. 
 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Mayor Wieczorek noted that they had made application to the federal government to get the 

naval and marine reserve corp center on the west side and there was an action needed tonight to 

make sure it was part of the official application. 

A resolution was distributed to the Board. 

 

 Resolution: 
 
  “Board Resolution” 
 
 
Mayor Wieczorek noted that this did not bind the city to any specific plan but was a necessary 

part of the application. 

On motion of Alderman Robert, duly seconded by Alderman Hirschmann it was voted to adopt 

the resolution approving the application. 
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 A report of the Committee on Community Improvement Program was presented  

recommending that a proposal by Public Service Company of New Hampshire to perform 
the Elm Street lighting demonstration project by installing six 1,000 watt MH lights in a 
concentrated area at no cost to the city be approved. 

 
On motion of Alderman Pariseau, duly seconded by Alderman Robert, it was voted to accept, 

receive and adopt the report. 

 
 
 
 A communication from Alderman Elise was presented regarding a  
 “Spirit of Manchester” awards program. 
 
On motion of Alderman Pariseau, duly seconded by Alderman Cashin, it was voted to refer the 

letter to the Committee on Administration. 

 
TABLED ITEM 
 
18. Confirmation of nominations to the Heritage Commission as follows: 

Gregory Goucher to serve as an Alternate, term to expire  
 January 1,1 998. 
David Boutin to serve as an Alternate, term to expire  
 January 1, 1999. 

(Tabled 4/1/97) 
 
This item remained on the table. 
 
 
 
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 
 Communication from the Chief Negotiator requesting to meet with the Board  

for a negotiation strategy session. 
 

On motion of Alderman Pariseau, duly seconded by Alderman Reiniger, it was voted to recess 

the meeting to discuss negotiation strategy. 

 
Mayor Wieczorek called the meeting back to order. 
 
On motion of Alderman Sysyn, duly seconded by Alderman Pariseau, it was voted to adjourn. 
 
A True record.  Attest. 
 
 
 
          City Clerk 


