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BOARD OF MAYOR AND ALDERMEN 
 
 
December 3, 1996                                                                                                       7:30 PM 
 

Mayor Wieczorek called the meeting to order. 

 

The Clerk called the roll.  There were twelve Aldermen present. 

Present: Ald. Wihby, Elise, Reiniger, Sysyn, Clancy, Soucy, Shea, 
  Domaingue, Pariseau, Cashin, Robert, Hirschmann 
 
 
CONSENT ITEMS 
 
Mayor Wieczorek advised if you desire to remove any of the following items from the Consent 

Agenda, please so indicate.  If none of the items are to be removed, one motion only will be 

taken at the conclusion of the presentation. 

 
Approve under Supervision of Department of Highways 
 
 A. NYNEX Petition # 920160 
 
 
Informational to be Received and Filed 
 
 B. Communication from the Manchester Airport Authority submitting  

minutes of their August 22, September 19, and October 24, 1996 meetings. 
 
 C. Communication from the Executive Director of the Manchester Housing and  

Redevelopment Authority (MHRA) submitting a report setting forth the estimated 
amounts of funds for various projects to be requested by MHRA. 

 
 D. Communication from the Industrial Agent extending an invitation to the Board of Mayor  

and Aldermen to attend a planning session with the MDC Board of Directors to be held 
on Saturday, January 18, 1997 between the hours of 8:00 AM - Noon at the Devine, 
Millimet & Branch, PA conference room located at 111 Amherst Street. 

 
 E. Communication from Greg Morgan, Green Mountain Energy Partners, notifying the City  

that Manchester has reached the twenty percent (20%) threshold for reducing the rate for 
customers participating in the NHPUC Pilot Program through the City’s Aggregation 
Program. 

 
 
 
REFERRALS TO COMMITTEES 
 
 

COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION/INFORMATION SYSTEMS 
 
 F. Communication from Alderman Elise relative to her suggestion of making Manchester  

more “business friendly.” 
 
 G. Communication from the City Clerk requesting the re-establishment of a Municipal  

Records Committee as required under RSA 33-A:3 and acknowledging support from the 
Norwin S. and Elizabeth N. Bean Foundation, the Parker Nelson Foundation, the Samuel 
P. Hunt Foundation, and the Genealogical Society of Utah for the Office of the City 
Clerk’s efforts to preserve our historical records and improve public access to them. 
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 H. Communication from Thomas O’Rourke, Continental Cablevision, advising of some  
cable programming service rate increases effective January 1, 1997, and some exciting 
additions to their Standard Service Package. 

 
 

COMMITTEE ON BILLS ON SECOND READING 
 
 I. Ordinance: 
 

“An Ordinance Adopting and Enacting a New Code of Ordinances for the City of 
Manchester, NH; Establishing the Same; Revising, Amending, Restating, 
Codifying, and Compiling certain existing General Ordinances of the City dealing 
with subjects embraced in said Code; Providing for the Effective Date of Such 
Code and a Penalty for the Violation Thereof; Providing for the Manner of 
Amending Such Code; and Providing When this Ordinance Shall Become 
Effective.” 

 
 

COMMITTEE ON COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 
 
 J. Communication from the Public Works Director advising of the Highway Department’s  

approval to a proposed encroachment of a garage at 145 Larchmont Road onto Derryfield 
Park; and further recommending that they would not oppose terminating that easement 
provided an easement is granted for the existing sewer line. 

 
 K. Communication from Alice Bellemare advising that neighbors in the vicinity of Candia  

Road suggest that a thru street from Mammoth Road to Lovering or Page Streets would 
cut down heavily on speeding and traffic on Candia Road. 

 
 L. Communication from Paul Carrier hoping that the “Bag & Tag” fee proposal be defeated  

as it could be a potentially dangerous situation for landlords and the City itself. 
 
 M. Copies of communications relative to a petition submitted by residents of Pine Avenue  

relative to the condition of the street. 
 
 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
 
 N. Resolutions: 
 

“Amending the 1997 Community Improvement Program, authorizing and 
appropriating funds in the amount of $50,000 for the 1997 CIP 4.10302 MHRA 
Undercover Officer.” 
 
“Amending the 1997 Community Improvement Program, authorizing and 
appropriating funds for the 1997 CIP 4.20106 Motor Vehicle Prosecutor.” 
 
“Amending the 1997 Community Improvement Program, authorizing and 
appropriating funds in the amount of $423,689 for the 1997 CIP 7.30271 Rotating 
Beacon Tower Program.” 

 
COMMITTEE ON TRAFFIC/PUBLIC SAFETY 

 
 O. Communication from Pamela Patenaude, NH Small Business Development Center,  

requesting the City consider the donation of six (6) Downtown parking passes to the 
Manchester Office of the NH SBDC. 



12/3/96 BMA 
3 

 
 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 
 

COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION/INFORMATION SYSTEMS 
 
 Note referral to Committee on Bills on Second Reading 
 Q. Recommending that Ordinance amendment: 
 

“Amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of Manchester by deleting 
Sections 14-1, 14-5.7, and 14-6, License and Business Regulations, in their 
entirety and inserting new Sections 14-1, 14-5.7, and 14-6, providing for changes 
in licensing regulations.” 

 
be approved and referred to the Committee on Bills on Second Reading for ordinance 
preparation. 

 
 
 R. Recommending that a communication from Alderman Robert requesting the Board’s  

consideration of his proposal to ban video poker machines completely within the city 
limits of Manchester be referred back to the full Board for a presentation, to be made at a 
later date, by the Police Department with approval of the City Solicitor and Mayor’s 
Office. 

 
 

COMMITTEE ON COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 
 
 S. Recommending that a request for acceptance and expenditure of MHRA funds by adding  

the 1997 CIP 4.10302 MHRA Undercover Officer - $50,000 - MHRA be granted and 
approved; and for such purpose an amending resolution and budget authorization has 
been submitted. 

 
 T. Recommending that a request for acceptance and expenditure of State grant funds by  

adding the 1997 CIP 4.20106 Motor Vehicle Prosecutor - $39,059.68 - State of NH 
Highway Safety Agency be granted and approved; and for such purpose an amending 
resolution and budget authorization has been submitted. 

 
 U. Recommending that a request for acceptance and expenditure of FAA funds by adding  

the 1997 CIP 7.30271 Rotating Beacon Tower - $42,385 MAA, $381,304 FAA be 
granted and approved; and for such purpose an amending resolution has been submitted. 

 
 

COMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL/INSURANCE 
 
 V. Advising that is has approved the following items in actions taken on agenda PC 8-96 for  

City Solicitor, Highway-EPD and Personnel Departments. 
 
 

COMMITTEE ON TRAFFIC/PUBLIC SAFETY 
 
 W. Recommending there be a temporary closure (one year) of O’Malley Street at Brown  

Avenue and South Elm Street. 
 
 X. Recommending that certain regulations governing standing, stopping and parking, be  

adopted and put into effect when duly advertised. 
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HAVING READ THE CONSENT AGENDA, ON MOTION OF ALD. PARISEAU, 

DULY SECONDED BY ALD. SHEA, IT WAS VOTED THAT THE CONSENT 

AGENDA BE APPROVED. 

 

Report of the Committee on Accounts, Enrollment & Revenue Administration 
 P. Recommending that the City of Manchester send an initial letter for FY98 to tax exempt  

properties (status 2, excluding churches) requesting payment in lieu of taxes for the 
municipal portion of the tax rate; that said letter be mailed by the city Clerk on Board of 
Mayor and Aldermen letterhead requesting that payment be forwarded to the Tax 
Collector and that any questions regarding the process be directed to the Finance 
Department; and further, that the Finance Department be authorized to negotiate such 
payment arrangements, when appropriate, on behalf of the City. 

 

Ald. Soucy stated this item was the Committee report relative to sending letters out to some of 

the City’s local charities and those who did not currently pay the current property tax rate noting 

she had voted against it in Committee as she had concerns with the issue and although there 

were some charities in the City of Manchester who were willing to make a payment in lieu of 

taxes and would be willing to contribute towards the City thought that a lot of the organizations 

made a substantial contribution to the City on their own and felt the Board had no authority to 

impose any type of tax or core service charge on the various charities and organizations 

throughout the City and sending them a letter without having any real power or force behind it 

and suggesting that they try to negotiate something with the department that really doesn’t have 

any empowerment by law to impose any kind of tax did not think it was the right way to go 

about it and thought it was somewhat adversarial and thought that they perhaps failed to 

recognize the benefits that a lot of the charities provide to the City and a lot of savings that the 

City realized as a result of their good works and did not think this was the appropriate time to do 

it, until such time as changes were made at the State level. 

 

Mayor Wieczorek asked Ald. Soucy what she would recommend be done with it. 

 

Ald. Soucy moved to receive and file the report of the Committee.  Ald. Cashin duly seconded 

the motion. 

 

Ald. Pariseau stated the purpose of the letter to those organizations recognized in the City as 

non-profit was to see if, in fact, they would be willing to contribute towards the City’s financial 

situation noting it was not necessarily charities as noted by Ald. Soucy, but there were entities 
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who were willing and thought if they were sent a letter it would give them that nudge they 

needed to come forward and make that contribution and it was not arm twisting as had been 

discussed in Committee and did not feel it should be received and filed as there were 16 or 18 

other communities throughout the State of New Hampshire who were trying to do the same 

thing and thought that Manchester ought to, at least, send the non-tax paying or not-for-profit 

organizations a letter asking for a voluntary contribution in lieu of taxes. 

 

Ald. Shea concurred with Ald. Pariseau and thought that if certain organizations were benefiting 

the City and explained the benefits to the City saw it as a positive aspect and thought it would be 

well-worth the Board reading and hearing about it and if there were others in a position to be 

able to help the City thought they should come forth and help the City and did not think it 

should be received and filed. 

 

Ald. Robert stated he was not very receptive to what it was trying to do although he would like 

to see a few of the non-profits pay something, but thought there were still decisions which could 

be made which could save some money, but thought that going to the non-profits and asking 

them to pay this way was not really the right thing to do. 

 

A roll call vote was taken on the motion to receive and file.  Ald. Pariseau, Hirschmann, Wihby, 

Shea and Domaingue voted nay.  Ald. Cashin, Robert, Elise, Reiniger, Sysyn, Clancy and Soucy 

voted yea.  The motion carried. 

 

 Confirmation of nominations to replace George F. Gott as a member of the Highway  
Commission, term to expire January 15, 2000, as follows: 

George F. Gott 
Eugene Gagnon 

 
A roll call vote was taken as follows: 

Ald. Wihby voted for George F. Gott 
Ald. Elise voted for Eugene Gagnon 
Ald. Reiniger voted for Eugene Gagnon 
Ald. Sysyn voted for George F. Gott 
Ald. Clancy voted for George F. Gott 
Ald. Soucy voted for George F. Gott 
Ald. Shea voted for George F. Gott 
Ald. Domaingue voted for George F. Gott 
Ald. Pariseau voted for George F. Gott 
Ald. Cashin voted for George F. Gott 
Ald. Robert voted for Eugene Gagnon 
Ald. Hirschmann voted for Eugene Gagnon 
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The Clerk noted Mr. Gott received eight votes and Mr. Gagnon receive four votes. 

 

On motion of Ald. Shea, duly seconded by Ald. Pariseau, it was voted to unanimously confirm 

the nomination of George F. Gott to replace himself as a member of the Highway Commission, 

term to expire January 15, 2000. 

 

 Confirmation of the nomination of Robert J. Jobin to succeed himself  
as a member of the Highway Commission, term to expire January 15, 2000. 

 
On motion of Ald. Pariseau, duly seconded by Ald. Shea, it was voted to confirm the 

nomination of Robert J. Jobin to succeed himself as a member of the Highway Commission, 

term to expire January 15, 2000. 

 

 Confirmation of the nomination of Nathan Bowen to succeed himself  
as a member of the Elderly Services Commission, term to expire January, 2000. 

 
On motion of Ald. Pariseau, duly seconded by Ald. Soucy, it was voted to confirm the 

nomination of Nathan Bowen to succeed himself as a member of the Elderly Services 

Commission, term to expire January, 2000. 

 

On motion of Ald. Reiniger, duly seconded by Ald. Soucy, it was voted to recess the regular 

meeting to allow the Committee on Finance to meet. 

 

Mayor Wieczorek called the meeting back to order. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 

A report of the Committee on Finance was presented recommending that Resolutions: 
 

“Amending the 1997 Community Improvement Program, authorizing and 
appropriating funds in the amount of $50,000 for the 1997 CIP 4.10302 MHRA 
Undercover Officer.” 
 
“Amending the 1997 Community Improvement Program, authorizing and 
appropriating funds for the 1997 CIP 4.20106 Motor Vehicle Prosecutor.” 
 
“Amending the 1997 Community Improvement Program, authorizing and 
appropriating funds in the amount of $423,689 for the 1997 CIP 7.30271 Rotating 
Beacon Tower Program.” 

 
ought to pass and be Enrolled. 
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Ald. Sysyn moved to accept, receive and adopt the report of the Committee on Finance.  Ald. 

Domaingue duly seconded the motion.  There being none opposed, the motion carried. 

 
 Ordinances: 
 

“Amending Sections 18-24 & 18-25 (Youth Community Outreach Worker, 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Assistant Maintenance Supervisor, Senior Water 
Shed Patrol Maintenance Officer) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Manchester.” 
 
“Amending Chapter 17 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Manchester by 
inserting a new section, Section 17-26. Nudity in Places Selling Alcoholic 
Beverages.” 
 
“Amending Chapter 17 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Manchester by 
inserting a new section, Section 17-27. Exotic/Unusual Entertainment in Places 
Selling Alcoholic Beverages.” 
 
“Amending an Ordinance Regulating Traffic Upon the Public Streets of the City 
of Manchester by replacing Sections 54, 57, 59 and 63 of Article VIII. Parking 
Meters and Regulations Governing the Use Thereof.” 

 
On motion of Ald. Robert, duly seconded by Ald. Shea, it was voted that the Ordinances be 

ready by titles only, and it was so done. 

 

These Ordinances having had their second readings by titles only, Ald. Robert moved on 

passing same to be Enrolled.  Ald. Shea duly seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 

none recorded in opposition. 

 

On motion of Ald. Reiniger, duly seconded by Ald. Soucy, it was voted to recess the regular 

meeting to allow the Committee on Accounts, Enrollment and Revenue Administration to meet. 

 

Mayor Wieczorek called the meeting back to order. 

 
A report of the Committee on Accounts, Enrollment and Revenue Administration was 
presented advising that Ordinances: 
 

“Amending Sections 18-24 & 18-25 (Youth Community Outreach Worker, 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Assistant Maintenance Supervisor, Senior Water 
Shed Patrol Maintenance Officer) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Manchester.” 
 
“Amending Chapter 17 of the code of Ordinances of the City of Manchester by 
inserting a new section, Section 17-26. Nudity in Places Selling alcoholic 
Beverages.” 
 
“Amending Chapter 17 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Manchester by 
inserting a new section, Section 17-27. Exotic/Unusual Entertainment in Places 
Selling alcoholic Beverages.” 
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“Amending an Ordinance Regulating Traffic Upon the Public Streets of the City 
of Manchester by replacing Sections 54, 57, 59 and 63 of Article VIII. Parking 
Meters and Regulations Governing the Use Thereof.” 

 
were properly enrolled. 

On motion of Ald. Shea, duly seconded by Ald. Hirschmann, it was voted to accept, receive and 

adopt the report of the Committee on Accounts, Enrollment and Revenue Administration. 

 
 Communication from Alderman Wihby asking for the Board’s support enabling him to  

form a task force to be referred to as the Economic Development Coordinating 
Committee. 

 
Mayor Wieczorek stated prior to the Board taking a formal vote on this item he wished to cover 

a couple of items which had been going on for a number of years noting that the letter made 

mention of the Business Visitation Program was something which had been done in cooperation 

with the Chamber of Commerce noting that the companies that were already here in Manchester 

would be the job creators in the community and if they were to be chasing companies to come 

into the area was a real plus, but the real jobs would be created by the companies that were 

already here in Manchester and wanted them to know that they were interested in their problems 

and wanted to assist them in whatever way possible.  Mayor Wieczorek stated in 1993 with 

Sylvio Dupuis they had put together The Management Agenda which was to try and figure out 

how to establish public/private partnerships because that was the way in which to get an awful 

lot of things accomplished noting that out of it came the Charter review noting that The 

Manchester Agenda had also brought other projects here to the fore which they had been 

working on such as Citizens Planning Revitalization where there were a couple of hundred 

people involved in community activity with lead to the LDR Report and were then able to focus 

on the 200 people in the community had wanted to do and they wanted to make sure that they 

would be able to put some of those into force which was where U.S. FIRST came from.  They 

established a public/private partnership with Neighborhood Housing Services knowing that they 

had a job to do in the inner-city, they wanted to revitalize the inner-city stock which was 

something they worked very hard on to do noting that the City had recently received recognition 

in establishing a public/private partnership because the program works noting it was one where 

the a partnership was put in place with the financial institutions, the business community, the 

residents and City governing and the program had worked very well thus far just by looking at 

the work which had been done in the inner-city, which was a project in his view should never 

end and should continue just what was being done.  The overall economic development plan 

which was put together with Citizens, with an annual review which would enable the City to 
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apply for any funds, if available, from the Department of Commerce and was something which 

was updated every single year.  The former City Coordinator John Snow was the one who 

monitored the Enterprise Community noting the City was one of 65 communities in the country 

which received and Enterprise Community Grant.  They established a Small Business Revolving 

Loan Fund and was back up and running again through the Manchester Development 

Corporation and just a short time ago in August, they established the first Small Business 

Incubator in the State of New Hampshire which was where space was taken in Peter VanWyck’s 

building and was the partnership which was established between the City and New Hampshire 

College and should be off and running pretty soon and thought it would be in operation perhaps 

next month.  They had also brought together the Intown Management Group which was 

something which had been studied and talked about for a number of years noting it was finally 

“a happening” and it was a very important thing which had occurred noting that yesterday there 

had been a press conference because there was loan pool established to take care of the 

Downtown area where five of the financial institutions had all anted up $200,000 apiece totaling 

$1 million to do something with facade development, to do something with design because the 

City was interested in seeing that the Downtown area would survive and was a very positive 

step in that direction.  The Manchester Housing and Redevelopment Authority developed the 

AirPark by putting out to bid and they were finally able to sell a lot of the properties that were 

there and many of the buildings had been built such as PolyVac, Sanmina Corporation, 

Schleuniger Industries, Chuckles, a number of companies that were already there with a few 

more lots which still needed to be sold.  The zoning in the Millyard had been changed to try to 

revitalize what was happening there, the Master Plan’s been updated and now they were trying 

to update the Zoning Ordinances.  It was his understanding that some people were concerned 

because they were not a part of The For Manchester Group, but that group had been put 

purposely together as a grassroots effort to try and get things done in the community and not 

have the politicians involved noting he was not on the Steering Committee but they would be 

expanding that group and would become larger and larger and they would have to come to the 

Board at some point when they’d be working on their projects so that the Board would then 

become involved.  They wanted to put together a booklet on how to do business with the City of 

Manchester noting other communities had it and worked very well for them and they want to let 

it be known that they want Manchester to be a “business friendly” place.  They got the Airport 

done, $250 million in economic development in that entire area, the AirPark, the Mall of New 
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Hampshire now doubling in size, they just cut the ribbon for Filene’s, a 165,000 square foot 

store which is the largest Filene’s in the State of New Hampshire - South Willow Street - there 

are companies such as HQ, Home Depot, The Sports Authority, Circuit City, Barnes & Noble 

are all companies that have done their homework and have confidence in the City of Manchester 

which was the reason why they were doing so.  The Bank of New Hampshire was now moving 

into the Center of New Hampshire office tower justifying their confidence in what was 

happening.  There was U.S. FIRST which would be opening in the Millyard come July 1st - 

Myrna Shoe is underway now - there would be Fratello’s opening there, an architectural firm 

and a lot of things happening there.  Channel 9 which now has fixed the Service Merchandise 

building and spent millions of dollars to get that building up.  Elbes Corporation on the other 

side of the river which now has a tremendous number of tenants and they also have a lot going 

on in the Millyard.  The Mayor, the Planning Director, Jay Taylor with Manchester 

Development Corporation and the Finance Officer have all worked hard to try to take on the 

duties of the City Coordinator which we had, but no longer have.  Mayor Wieczorek stated in 

his view the establishment of another committee which would just get in the way of things 

which were already happening noting this was just an indication of some of the things that were 

happening noting there was a lot going on in the City of Manchester and maybe they should do 

a better job of publicizing the things that were happening so that people would understand that 

the City was not dead and there were a lot of very good things happening in the community. 

 

Ald. Robert stated there were a lot of good people doing a lot of good things within the City and 

in his view the politicians should probably be kept out and moved to receive and file the 

communication from Ald. Wihby.  Ald. Domaingue duly seconded the motion. 

 

Ald. Wihby stated, your Honor, that was the biggest political speech you may of your whole 

political career noting this was not a political tool noting that all the items just mentioned as to 

what was happening in Manchester noted he was on the Board and had supported all of them.  

Ald. Wihby stated the reason he came up with the Task Force was because nobody knew what 

was going on anymore as there were so many different things happening that nobody knew and 

noted it was his philosophy that one committee be brought together and was not political 

because there would only be two Aldermen sitting on it, so they could sit down with all those 

people who were doing everything for Manchester.  Ald. Wihby stated some were duplicating 
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the same areas and thought if they could all get together in a room and inform the others of what 

each were doing, what was going on and what they were looking into, if there were any 

duplication of services or any ideas that perhaps others may have that perhaps someone else had 

already tried they would not how it worked, if at all and they would then be reporting back to 

the Aldermen instead of having a meeting with MEDO one day and U.S. FIRST the next day 

and so on noting this committee could report back to the Board and the Mayor as to what’s 

going on in the City, what’s happening, what they see is happening, if they needed funds or 

anything else they wanted to do and they’d be working together.  Ald. Wihby stated it was not 

him working against the Mayor, it wasn’t a political campaign and it wasn’t about the Mayor 

doing a bad job or the Aldermen doing a bad job, but rather there should be better 

communication, less duplication of services and should be working with them and trying to help 

them with where they should go knowing they could go to this committee and in turn report 

back to the Board; that they had not put John Snow back in because they wanted better 

communication, they had held up the nomination for his position telling him the Board wished 

for him to report back to the Board on a monthly basis to inform them as to what was happening 

in the City and it had not occurred.  Ald. Wihby stated the Task Force was being set up not to be 

political, not to say who did or did not do it, but rather they recognized if the City was to survive 

it would survive with economic development, it would survive with everyone working together 

noting there was nothing wrong with setting up such a Task Force with those people to sit down, 

come up with their ideas so there was no duplication of services and report back to the Board 

and reiterated that was what the whole plan would accomplish, the intention was not as a 

standing point for Mayor or against you or saying we weren’t doing anything right noting he 

had received three calls from Aldermen asking him what For Manchester meant asking him if he 

knew what was going on at which he replied he did not know, but not knowing what’s going on 

and yet knowing they might be looking for funding the Board could say you didn’t come to us 

in the beginning, you didn’t come to us, we’re not going to give you any money now noting that 

was the attitude, so if they all worked together knowing what was happening which was the 

intent of establishing the Task Force and using DRED from the State, some of our 

Congressional delegation to try to achieve a better economic development and a better 

Manchester. 
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Mayor Wieczorek asked what then did the Manchester Economic Development Corporation do, 

they were suppose to be doing that. 

 

Ald. Wihby stated he had called Jay Taylor asking him if he knew all of the organizations in the 

City and what they were doing and his reply was “no” and if Jay told him no and if the 

Aldermen sitting on the Board did not know what everybody was doing, then someone had to 

decipher what was going on noting that he had watched For Manchester on Channel 40 noting 

there were ideas which had come forth, but also ideas that had come up and had already been 

looked into, if they had had someplace to go and talk about the programs afterwards and 

someone said they had such a report they would not have to duplicate their efforts and that in 

turn would move that committee along, but a lot of the discussion at the For Manchester meeting 

were things that had already been heard of such as LDR, etc.  Ald. Wihby stated they could 

draw from them, but thought everyone should be put into a room to explain to everybody what 

was going on. 

 

Ald. Elise stated she felt that each and every Alderman on the Board had their own particular 

interest, skills and abilities as well as issues they wanted to work on noting this was a particular 

issue Ald. Wihby wanted to work on and she, for one, had become an Alderman to advance the 

City in those ways and was very, very happy that they had come that far, but felt that through 

allowing individual Alderman to work on their own particular issues they could be today a little 

further than they were noting she had definitely supported other Aldermen’s efforts as well as 

the Mayor regarding a lot of issues such as education, graffiti, crime, handicapped accessibility, 

traffic and everyone had particular knowledge and experience in those issues and if any 

Alderman felt that they had an idea and had networks of people they could work with in 

advancing a particular issue she could not be opposed to it and could only support Ald. Wihby 

in what he wanted to do and could not see where people would want to hold back other fellow 

Aldermen in terms of efforts they would like to further and thought only positive things could 

come out of it as well as efforts lead by the Mayor and individual Alderman. 

 

Mayor Wieczorek stated it was one more committee that everyone would have to report to. 
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Ald. Domaingue stated she certainly did not oppose having Alderman work on their particular 

issues, but this Task Force would not be limited to a particular Alderman’s interest, the 

organizations and the people employed by the City to sit down at another meeting on a regular 

basis noting that would be more time and they did not have it now as they were pretty well 

stressed.  Ald. Domaingue stated she seconded the motion this evening because she felt that it 

was proper that, at least, Ald. Robert get the opportunity to get the motion heard before the 

Board, but was uncomfortable, as many Aldermen were with the manner in which The For 

Manchester group gathered and was even more uncomfortable with the notion that politicians 

ought to be left out of the picture.  The politicians were elected by the people and it was the 

people who should be included in the picture and while she championed the cause of For 

Manchester and all of the other groups suggested the Board listening to what they were hearing 

this evening from other Aldermen that the politicians weren’t even given consideration of the 

courtesy of an invitation, so while she did support The For Manchester and all of the other 

groups, she thought some of the problems being aired this evening and one of the reasons the 

Task Force was pulled together by Ald. Wihby was because the group that met as For 

Manchester did not even have the courtesy to say to the people who were elected by the people 

“would you like to at least come and listen and be with us” noting she certainly felt a little 

discouraged at that lack of invitation and hoped that it would not occur again. 

 

Ald. Cashin stated the group For Manchester certainly had a right to meet and discuss and come 

in with any recommendations, but the thing that bothered him noting he had received four calls 

from different Aldermen asking him what was going on reiterated what Ald. Wihby had said 

that he had no idea.  Ald. Cashin stated the thing that bothered him was that the Mayor knew 

about it, was there, but yet didn’t even have the courtesy to tell the Aldermen about it noting it 

really bothered him noting that no one had supported Downtown redevelopment more than he 

had, no one had been involved with just about every project that’s been built here over the last 

30 years than he had, so it was a mutual thing and it was not “us and them”, but rather 

“we”...”we” do it collectively and what had been happening noting his agreement with Ald. 

Wihby was if they were no careful probably without realizing it, the Mayor would drive a 

wedge between what he wanted to do and what the Board felt should be done and thought that 

was the reason for the creation of the committee and supported it and would be happy to second 

the creation of such a motion. 
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Ald. Shea stated he concurred with Ald. Domaingue regarding the For Manchester group as he 

felt both as an Alderman and as a private citizen that the Aldermen should have been informed 

of the meeting and when his constituents had called him addressing the issue and he was unable 

to answer them noting that their explanation to him was “well, as an Alderman don’t you know 

what’s going on” and thought that in courtesy the Aldermen should have been notified and also 

thought that the Aldermen should have been notified regarding the contents of the meeting or 

some explanation and thought that Ald. Wihby’s proposal was a sound proposal and believed 

that the Aldermen should be involved in economic development and also believed that it was 

only by bringing together all the different concerns that people had that the City would grow 

and thought that as expressed by Ald. Robert they had to work together noting it was very 

important that they all worked together as a group, both the Mayor and the Aldermen in order to 

make the City grow. 

 

Ald. Reiniger stated he had a question of Ald. Wihby noting that in looking at his proposal and 

in studying other cities noting that Boston had undergone major redevelopment during the early 

70’s, it was his understanding that a lot of his was because of a “strong” mayor and a lot of 

advisers who took bold risks and got things done and without a lot of committees and thought 

that the advantage of not having a lot of committees was to get things done a lot faster and get 

more things done noting he had already seen things die and committee left and right.  Ald. 

Reiniger stated one question he had was if Intown Manchester, for example, had a few projects 

would they have to submit it to this proposed Task Force for approval, could they go ahead and 

do it or was it a check and a balance and how did it work. 

 

Ald. Wihby stated he had checked with Mr. Davis noting he was present indicating he had told 

Mr. Davis about it and had no problem with it; that it was the way for say a U.S. FIRST to know 

what was happening with the Intown group, what was happening with housing and 

redevelopment, the Airport Authority with respect to the Planning Board noting they could 

communicate what was going on, they would not have to go to the committee first, they would 

go to the meeting and explain what was happening at which point maybe duplication of services 

or overlapping of services could be seen at that point, so they would be there to work together 

and if they didn’t want to serve on the committee they didn’t have to, but it would be there to be 
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a tool so as to have everybody working together, communicating better, and letting everyone 

including this Board and the Mayor know what was going on and reiterated it was not to say 

that the Mayor had done a bad job or the Aldermen had done a bad job, but rather if everyone 

sat down and were able to tell each other what they were doing then perhaps they could be able 

to move ahead quicker or come up with better and newer ideas, but not having the duplication of 

going over the same thing that LDR did and all the other proposals we did; that Mr. Davis did 

not have a problem with this because he welcomed the idea of sitting down and getting different 

ideas from people. 

 

Ald. Reiniger stated it would serve as information exchange, but if one of the groups wanted to 

do something, the statement would not be “well, we have to see if it fits in the plan for the broad 

committee. 

 

Ald. Wihby stated if the group wanted to do something and another group had already tried it, 

they could let them know how it worked how, give them the information and then they could go 

back to their people and see if they wanted to do it. 

 

Ald. Pariseau asked Ald. Wihby if he was talking about forming a committee such as the 

Mayor’s Coordinating Committee with the different utilities that sit down and explain... 

 

Ald. Wihby replied yes, it was basically the same, but the groups were already formed noting it 

would be one person from each group going into the Task Force. 

 

Ald. Clancy stated he did not want to have a checks and balances noting a lot of good work had 

been done in the inner-city area and appreciated what had been done so far and wanted to make 

sure they kept it up noting everything had been cleaned up in the inner-city area such as the 

housing, prostitution and crime. 

 

Ald. Wihby stated that would not change and hopefully it would help it as a result of more 

communication noting there was perhaps four or five different companies out there doing 

housing and didn’t even know them all and thought if they all got together they’d all know more 

about what was happening. 
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Ald. Clancy commented that he believed most Aldermen knew what was going on in their 

wards. 

 

Ald. Wihby stated perhaps, but the Aldermen should all know what was going on throughout the 

whole City as it was economic development for the whole City. 

 

Ald. Soucy asked Ald. Wihby if it would also be an opportunity for the various agencies such as 

the housing agencies to be able to communicate better with each other, so they wouldn’t be 

competing for the same interests noting it had been a problem in the past where different 

organizations within the City were competing for the same State grants noting this would 

perhaps be an opportunity for them to work together and maybe come up with one plan for 

housing or one plan for economic development for a particular area and conserve resources and 

make better use of them. 

 

Ald. Wihby stated it was not to take anybody’s authority away from them or to say that a certain 

group did a poor job, but rather to move forward with better communication and better services 

and less duplication of services. 

 

Ald. Elise stated she had found that it was wonderful to sit down with representatives from 

different segments of the community and talk about different concerns, skills, roadblocks and 

issues and just strategize and come up with different solutions and thought it was wonderful to 

be able to do so and felt that a community could do very well with such an approach noting she 

would not oppose any effort of that type from going forward noting she did not think anything 

bad could come out of such an approach.  Ald. Elise in reference to For Manchester stated she 

had felt left out as she had not been invited to attend, but she had another feeling about it in that 

she was happy that a lot of her peers who had not been involved in the past, who had been 

preoccupied with children, businesses, etc. had been nudged into taking part in some kind of 

community revival opportunity and it was just great to be able to bump into some people who 

had never been a part of that type of experience previously to finally become involved, so she 

was very happy that such an effort had taken place reiterating she did feel left out, and would 

welcome the opportunity to be invited at such time or to support any type of activity that they 
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might want to do in the future and would like to see the Board send a letter to the Task Force 

indicating its support for whatever efforts be brought forward and at such time as the Board 

could be a part or offer help they would be in full support. 

 

Mayor Wieczorek called for a vote on the motion to receive and file. 

The motion failed. 

 

Ald. Wihby  moved to approve the establishment of the Economic Development Coordinating 

Committee Task Force.  Ald. Soucy duly seconded the motion.  The motion carried with Ald. 

Robert and Hirschmann duly recorded in opposition. 

 

 Communication from the Board of Assessors relative to House Bill  
331 Optional Elderly Exemption. 

 
On motion of Ald. Pariseau, duly seconded by Ald. Domaingue, it was voted that the 

communication from the Board of Assessors be referred to the Committee on Accounts, 

Enrollment and Revenue Administration. 

 

 Ordinances: 
 

“Amending Sections 18-24 & 18-25 (Youth Community Outreach Worker, 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Assistant Maintenance Supervisor, Senior Watershed 
Patrol Maintenance Officer) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Manchester.” 
 
“Amending Chapter 17 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Manchester by 
inserting a new section, Section 17-26. Nudity in Places Selling Alcoholic 
Beverages.” 
 
“Amending Chapter 17 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Manchester by 
inserting a new section, Section 17-27. Exotic/Unusual Entertainment in Places 
Selling Alcoholic Beverages.” 
 
“Amending an Ordinance Regulating Traffic Upon the Public Streets of the City 
of Manchester by replacing Sections 54, 57, 59 and 63 of Article VIII. Parking 
Meters and Regulations Governing the Use Thereof.” 

 
On motion of Ald. Reiniger, duly seconded by Ald. Pariseau, it was voted that the Ordinances 

be read by titles only, and it was so done. 

 

These Ordinances having had their third and final readings by titles only, Ald. Shea moved on 

passing same to be Ordained.  Ald. Pariseau duly seconded the motion.  There being none 

opposed, the motion carried. 
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 Bond Resolution: 
 

“Authorizing Bonds, Notes or Lease Purchases in the amount of $3,155,000 for 
the 1997 CIP 8.30340 City Hall and Annex Renovations.” 

 
On motion of Ald. Soucy, duly seconded by Ald. Pariseau, it was voted that the Bond 

Resolution be read by title only, and it was so done. 

 

Ald. Reiniger moved that the Bond Resolution pass and be Enrolled.  Ald. Sysyn duly seconded 

the motion.  There being none opposed, the motion carried. 

 

 Resolutions: 
 

“Amending the 1997 Community Improvement Program, authorizing and 
appropriating funds in the amount of $50,000 for the 1997 CIP 4.10302 MHRA 
Undercover Officer.” 
 
“Amending the 1997 Community Improvement Program, authorizing and 
appropriating funds for the 1997 CIP 4.20106 Motor Vehicle Prosecutor.” 
 
“Amending the 1997 Community Improvement Program, authorizing and 
appropriating funds in the amount of $423,689 for the 1997 CIP 7.30271 Rotating 
Beacon Tower Program.” 

 
On motion of Ald. Soucy, duly seconded by Ald. Robert, it was voted that the Resolutions be 

read by titles only, and it was so done. 

 

On motion of Ald. Shea, duly seconded by Ald. Domaingue, it was voted that the Resolutions 

pass and be Enrolled. 

 

Mayor Wieczorek made the following nominations to the Manchester Heritage 
Commission, terms to expire January 1, 1999: 
 Richard Thorner 

Maria Skaperdas 
 

TABLED ITEMS 
 
 
 Ordinance:  (Noted Tabled 3/19/96 pending submission of  
   agreements.) 
 

“Amending the Zoning Ordinances of the City of Manchester by extending the B-
2 (General Business) zoning district to include portions of the lots currently zoned 
I-3 (General Industrial) and I-2 (Industrial Park) on the southerly side of Huse 
Road and the easterly side of South Willow Street.” 

 
This item remained on the table. 
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On motion of Ald. Pariseau, duly seconded by Ald. Reiniger, it was voted to remove the 

following item from the table for discussion. 

 
 Report of the Committee on Bills on Second Reading recommending that a proposed  

amendment to compensation for boards and commissions of the City of Manchester as 
follows:  Elderly Services, Fire, Health, Highway, Parks & Recreation, Police, Board of 
Registrars, Zoning Board of Adjustment, Planning Board and Water Works be found 
inexpedient to legislate. 
(Note:  tabled 11/19/96) 

 

Ald. Domaingue asked if the Committee on Bills on Second Reading would be able to 

determine for the Board the source of the funding for this item. 

 

Mayor Wieczorek stated he thought the Finance Department was supposed to check into the 

matter with the various departments involved. 

 

Mr. Clougherty stated the Finance Department would certainly provide the necessary 

information to whichever Committee was appropriate noting it could be available for the next 

meeting. 

 

On motion of Ald. Pariseau, duly seconded by Ald. Wihby, it was voted to refer the report to the 

Committee on Bills on Second Reading. 

 

Ald. Robert nominated Normand Gamache to succeed himself as a member of the Elderly 

Services Commission, term to expire January, 2000. 

 

Ald. Pariseau moved that the nominations be closed for the Elderly Services Commission.  Ald. 

Cashin duly seconded the motion.  There being none opposed, the motion carried. 

 

Ald. Pariseau moved to refer the issues relative to “jaywalking” to the Committee on 

Traffic/Public Safety.  Ald. Elise duly seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 

 

Ald. Elise moved to forward a letter to For Manchester indicating the Board’s support of their 

activities noting if they wished the Board’s participation in the future.  Ald. Wihby duly 

seconded the motion. 
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Ald. Soucy asked what activities would be the Board be endorsing and what kind of help would 

For Manchester be looking for in the future. 

 

Ald. Elise stated to support them in whatever way the Board could. 

 

Ald. Soucy asked if that would include financial assistance. 

 

Ald. Elise replied if the City could afford it, yes and if the City couldn’t, then no. 

 

Ald. Domaingue asked if this had been done for other groups that had met and felt it was 

unnecessary as that group at this time needed to let the Aldermanic Board know that they were 

prepared to work together noting the problem in the past for the City of Manchester had been 

that businesses in the City have said that the Board had been reluctant to be receptive to them 

and it seemed that in this instance those tables were turned noting the Board had not even been 

given the courtesy. 

 

Mayor Wieczorek called for a vote on the motion to forward a letter to For Manchester.  The 

motion failed. 

 

Communication from Chief Negotiator requesting to meet with the Board for a 
negotiation strategy session. 

 
On motion of Ald. Hirschmann, duly seconded by Ald. Shea, it was voted to recess the meeting 

to meet with the Chief Negotiator. 

 

Mayor Wieczorek called the meeting back to order. 

 

Mr. Hodgen stated the Board had considered a proposal that was developed during a mediation 

session with the Police Supervisors Union (MAPS) and the Board had agreed that it would take 

a public vote on the proposal as it had been explained to them in the recessed session of the 

Board of Mayor and Aldermen noted a motion would be in order. 
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Ald. Cashin moved to accept the proposal for the MAPS Union.  Ald. Wihby duly seconded the 

motion.  A roll call vote was taken.  Ald. Wihby, Elise, Sysyn, Clancy, Soucy, Pariseau and 

Cashin voted yea.  Ald. Reiniger, Shea, Domaingue, Robert and Hirschmann voted nay.   

 

Mayor Wieczorek vetoed the action stating he thought it was extremely dangerous for the City 

and was vetoing it because he knew they would not have anything here for the City to negotiate 

because if they were going to lose step, longevity, merit, hold the insurance there was really 

nothing for the City to bargain for noting all they had left to be talking about was what general 

increases would be granted to everybody noting in his estimation it would be a real, bad deal for 

the citizens of the City who pay the bills and thought once the camel got his nose under the tent 

they could be sure that every union there was and there were about 16 contracts would be 

looking to include it in their contracts.  Mayor Wieczorek stated they had had a difficult job 

negotiating contracts once the Fire contract was settled by the previous Board and this would 

make his job even more difficult. 

 

Ald. Cashin stated he had to take exception to a couple of things the Mayor had just said 

specifically, Fire and Police had always been unique contracts, there had always been a little bit 

something different in the contracts so there was no reason why this one could not have been 

either noting it would not have to apply to other contracts. 

 

Mayor Wieczorek stated from his seven years experience is that when one gets it, all of them 

want it. 

 

Ald. Cashin interjected it was not necessarily true. 

 

Mayor Wieczorek stated it may not be true, but that would be what would happen. 

 

Ald. Domaingue stated the single most objectionable portion of the contract as proposed was the 

evergreen clause which was a precedent she could not set because it would, in fact, open the 

door for any and all other unions in the City of Manchester whether they had settled or not and 

to come forward and to ask for the same extension on step and longevity increases and could not 

make that sacrifice, at this time, as the City was still recovering from five years of an economic 
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downturn, but she would, however, if the veto was upheld make an alternate proposal that the 

Board may wish to consider. 

 

Commissioner Varkas stated he wished to address the comment made relative to all the unions 

in the City to be looking to receive the evergreen clauses and whether they did or were 

successful in negotiating it into the contracts it would still come before the Board and maybe 

there might be other issues in their collective bargaining and negotiations that would be more 

important than an evergreen clause and to this group of unit of supervisors of the Manchester 

Police Department noted it was important to that group of supervisors because they had not 

received their longevity steps for the last four years and what they would like to see is that the 

City of Manchester honor the contract and guarantee that they do receive their longevity 

stipends as so negotiated in prior agreements for two years after the expiration during the course 

of negotiations and if it did not take place by the year 2000, so be it, they would not receive it 

until negotiations were completed, but each contract in the City of Manchester was separate and 

distinct noting this one should be upheld as separate and distinct. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, on motion of Ald. Wihby, duly 

seconded by Ald. Robert, it was voted to adjourn. 

 

A True Record.  Attest. 

 

          City Clerk 


