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SPECIAL MEETING 
BOARD OF MAYOR AND ALDERMEN 

(PUBLIC HEARING) 
 
June 17, 1996   7:00 PM 
 

In the absence of Mayor Wieczorek, Chairman Wihby called the meeting to order. 

 

Chairman Wihby called for the Pledge of Allegiance, this function being led by Ald. Soucy. 

 

A moment of silent prayer was observed. 

 
The Clerk called the roll.  There were ten Aldermen present. 
 
Present: Ald. Wihby, Sysyn, Clancy, Soucy, Shea, Pariseau, 
  Cashin, Robert, Hirschmann 
  Ald. Reiniger arrived late. 
 
Absent: Ald. Elise and Domaingue 
 

Chairman Wihby advised that the first purpose of the hearing was to hear those wishing to speak in 

favor of or in opposition to proposed Ordinances; that the Clerk would present the proposed Ordinances 

for discussion at which time those wishing to speak in favor would be heard, followed by those wishing 

to speak in opposition; that anyone wishing to speak must first step to the nearest microphone when 

recognized and recite his/her name and address in a clear, loud voice for the record that each person 

would be given only one opportunity to speak and any questions must be directed to the Chair. 

 
Clerk Bernier stated there was a letter being submitted by Attorney Barney on behalf of Varney School 

Associates advising that the petitioner wished to withdraw his rezoning petition (b)  

 
(b)"Amending the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Manchester by extending the B-1 
(Neighborhood Business) zoning district to include a parcel currently zoned R-2 (Two-
family Residential) and B-2 (General Business) located at the southwest corner of South 
Main Street and Varney Street and having an area of approximately 3.16 acres." 

and read into the record the letter of withdrawal as follows: 

 
Addressed to:  Board of Mayor and Aldermen 
               c/o Leo R. Bernier, City Clerk 

 
Dear Mr. Bernier: 

 
As you know, I filed the above-referenced petition on behalf of Varney School 
Associates on May 13, 1996, requesting that certain property abutting Varney and South 
Main Streets be rezoned to Neighborhood Business (B-1). 

 
Discussions between us and the owner of the property and a prospective developer of a 
portion of the property, facilitated by Alderman Cashin, have resulted in an agreement 
concerned future allowed uses of the property that is satisfactory to Varney School 
Associates, and obviates the need for the alternative rezoning that was the subject of our 
petition. 

 
Accordingly, Varney School Associates requests that the above petition be withdrawn. 
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Furthermore, Varney School Associates hereby expresses its support for the petition for 
rezoning filed by Realty Acquisitions, Inc., on April 23, 1996, requesting that the same 
property be rezoned to General Business (B-2).  We believe this rezoning is in the best 
interests of the City and the community, and we urge the Board of Mayor and Aldermen 
to approve that petition. 

 
s/James O. Barney 
  Attorney for Varney School Associates 

On motion of Ald. Cashin, duly seconded by Ald. Pariseau, it was voted to accept the withdrawal of a 

petition (b) submitted by Varney School Associates and to receive and file such item. 

 

 
The Clerk presented the proposed Ordinance: 
 

(a) "Amending the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Manchester by extending the B-2 
(General Business) zoning district to include a parcel currently zoned R-2 (Two-family 
Residential) located at the southwest corner of South Main Street and Varney Street and 
having an area of approximately 3.16 acres." 

 

Chairman Wihby requested that Robert MacKenzie, Director of Planning, make a presentation. 

 

Mr. MacKenzie stated many may have remembered a portion of the petition area noting that the request 

was at the southwest corner of the intersection of Varney Street and South Main Street on the west side; 

that the petition was to extend the existing B-2 area (General Business) zoning district southerly to 

include the entire church property outlined; that the original petition which had been submitted rezoned 

a portion of the site which was at the corner, so the revised petition was to include the entire property of 

the church which would include the existing church building, an old school, and a rectory building at the 

corner, so the petition did include the entire property which was slightly over three acres in total; that B-

2 was on the other side of Varney Street and also extended down to West Hancock Street and beyond 

was a B-1 Neighborhood zoning district to the south; that to the west of the site was an R-2 district 

which allowed for both Single-family and Duplex units noting that that particular site, the corner site 

there was a site plan currently before the Planning Board dealing with a proposed Wal Greens and the 

Planning Board was still considering and reviewing that particular proposal. 

 

Ald. Hirschmann asked why they were including the church in the business extension. 

 

Mr. MacKenzie replied he did generally know what their intent was, but if the applicant or 

representatives were present perhaps they could answer his question; that he believed they wanted to 

rebuild the facility on the site for certain activities including a Boy Scout meeting place and thought that 

under the current zoning they might have to go to the Zoning Board of Adjustment to get a special 

exception of it. 

 

Ald. Hirschmann stated he hoped they weren't planning to demolish the church. 

 

Ald. Cashin interjected, no they were not. 
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Mr. MacKenzie stated he was not aware of such. 

 

Chairman Wihby stated there was one person, Richard Girard, who wished to speak in favor on behalf 

of Mayor Wieczorek who was unable to attend the public hearing as he was attending the Manchester 

Memorial High School graduation ceremonies. 

 

Mr. Girard stated the Mayor had a letter going to the Board this evening regarding the petition which 

was supporting the church and opposed to the rezoning that the Varney School Associates had 

submitted, but given that that petition by Varney School Associates had been withdrawn indicated he 

would read the pertinent paragraph from the Mayor's letter regarding the church as follows: 

 
Sacred Heart's request to rezone its entire parcel makes sense.  It will enable them to 
build a Parish Center without having to obtain the approval of the Zoning Board of 
Adjustment.  Because demolition of the Parish School and the Rectory will eliminate 
space for Parish functions and their Boy Scout troop which happens to be the largest in 
the State of New Hampshire, the Parish Center is needed.  Knowing this, I ask the Board 
to support their request to save them from having to endure the expense of another 
regulatory level of government. 

 
s/Raymond J. Wieczorek 
  Mayor 

 

Chairman Wihby called for anyone else wishing to speak in favor.   

 

Ken Viscarello, Esq., Attorney for the Diocese and the Church, stated: 

I can concur with Mr. MacKenzie; that the reason they were looking to rezone the whole parcel was 

because under the existing Ordinance they would need a special exception in order to build a Parish 

Center which was their plans; that they were not intending to demolish the church and wanted to state 

that for clarification on behalf of the Diocese. 

 

Chairman Wihby called for anyone wishing to speak in opposition. 

There were none. 

 

Chairman Wihby advises that all wishing to speak having been heard, the testimony present would be 

referred to the Committee on Bills on Second Reading to be taken under advisement with reports to be 

made to the Board of Mayor and Aldermen at a later date. 

 

Chairman Wihby advised that the second purpose of the hearing was to hear those wishing to speak in 

favor of or in opposition to proposed Resolutions being considered for adoption relating to the 

establishment of various trust funds; that the Clerk would present the proposed Resolutions for 

discussion at which time those wishing to speak in favor would be heard, followed by those wishing to 

speak in opposition; that anyone wishing to speak must first step to the nearest microphone when 

recognized and recite his/her name and address in a clear, loud voice for the record; that each person 

would be given only one opportunity to speak and any questions must be directed to the Chair. 
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The Clerk presented the proposed Resolutions: 
 
"Establishing a Health Insurance Trust Fund." 
"Establishing a Liability Insurance Trust Fund." 
"Establishing an "Old" System Pension Trust Fund." 
"Establishing a Worker's Compensation Trust Fund."  

 

Chairman Wihby requested Kevin Clougherty, Finance Office, make a presentation. 

 

Mr. Clougherty stated simply stated the dollars for the funds were currently treated in the General Fund; 

that they would like to put them under trust funds noting there were two reasons for doing so; that one 

was if they were put into the trust funds the dollars could only be used for that purpose so they were 

more secure and second they felt they could earn a little bit better if they were able to operate under the 

trust funds; that currently General Fund dollars could only be invested in Certificates of Deposit and 

Treasury Bills which yielded about a 5-5 1/2 percent; that if they were able to go into the trust funds 

they could look to average earnings of about 8 percent which would be pretty much the same 

arrangement as with the Parks and Recreation and the treatment of the Cemetery; that the Legislature 

just passed legislation that they had asked Ald. Soucy to sponsor for them in her role as a State 

Representative; that HB417 had been enacted which was a nice piece of legislation which was endorsed 

by the Municipal Association, the Finance Department, the Government Finance Officers Association 

and a lot of the trust funds around the State and allowed the dollars and trust funds to be invested a little 

more prudently which required investment guidelines be set up, that the State Treasurer set up a model 

for that and that trust funds could be invested only in those dollars, only in those vehicles approved by 

the Bank Commissioner and his approval list and allowed for the management of those funds to be done 

a little bit more prudently with the assistance of professional assistance; that they thought it was a 

reasonable move; that cities and towns and other parts of the State were using their health funds in trust 

funds and it was nothing out of the ordinary. 

 

Ald. Cashin stated every so often during budget time people looked at the Old Pension fund saying they 

shouldn't fund it, etc. and asked if that had anything to do with it. 

 

Mr. Clougherty replied that had to be funded; that they had to appropriate for it noting this would not in 

any way jeopardize or alter the way payments were made, but simply putting the money instead of in the 

General Fund for investment and something else would earn a little bit more and hopefully be a little bit 

more secure noting it could only be used for that purpose. 

 

Ald. Cashin stated the people under the Old Pension plan would be protected. 

 

Mr. Clougherty replied in the affirmative. 

 

Ald. Hirschmann asked if they should be thinking about a policy as far as drawing interest out of that 

account. 
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Mr. Clougherty stated the Board had adopted an Investment Policy which they currently used; that as a 

result of the legislation that Ald. Soucy had sponsored, they would be waiting over the next few weeks 

to get a model from the State Treasurer, they would then review it in light of the current policy they had 

and if there needed to be changes made, they would do so noting that the City's policy was pretty 

conservative so they did not think they would be looking at any changes there; that the Trustees of Trust 

Funds would be adopting a policy and thought that was the most important piece noting he would make 

sure the Board was kept up-to-date regarding that process and how they would invest those dollars. 

 

Ald. Hirschmann stated even though they'd be reinvesting the funds asked if they were to desire any of 

the interest would they have to go through the Trustees of Trust Funds. 

Mr. Clougherty replied the Trustees had custody which was the reason why they had custody, so that 

nobody could take it for any other purpose. 

 

Chairman Wihby called for those wishing to speak in favor.  There were none. 

 

Chairman Wihby called for those wishing to speak in opposition.  There were none. 

 

Chairman Wihby advised that all wishing to speak having been heard, the testimony presented would be 

referred to the Committee on Finance to be taken under advisement with reports to be made to the Board 

of Mayor and Aldermen at a later date. 

 

Chairman Wihby stated he had one question of Mr. Clougherty in reference to the School money for 

kindergartens asked if that would be able to be used next year. 

Mr. Clougherty replied they had calls into the Department of Revenue Administration noting they were 

getting conflicting information because the Department of Energy was indicating it could be used, but 

DRA was saying that the way that information could be made available to them they might not be able 

to calculate in the tax rate noting Manchester was the only City that had questioned it and was glad they 

had and wanted to get it cleared up now so that going into the budget they knew whether they'd be able 

to use it or not; that they did not want it to be programmed into the budget and then have DRA say it 

couldn't be used for tax rate calculations noting they had indicated they would get back to the City by 

Tuesday as there was a meeting that evening and it was important for the Board to have a decision. 

 

Chairman Wihby asked if $528,000 was the number.  Mr. Clougherty replied in the affirmative. 

 

There being no further business to come before the public hearing on motion of Ald. Pariseau, duly 

seconded by Ald. Soucy, it was voted to adjourn.  

 

A True Record.  Attest. 

    City Clerk 

 


