
Since 1874, Lake Massabesic has served as the drinking water supply for over 159,000 people in the regional 
Manchester area. The lake appropriately gets its name from a Native American word meaning “the place of 
much water” as the lake covers over 2,500 acres in Manchester and Auburn, NH. 

Manchester Water Works strives to ensure that the drinking water we provide is safe to drink. As Lake 
Massabesic is our main public water supply, our primary goal is to protect the quality of the water at the source. 
A large portion of land in the watershed is also open to the public for a variety of recreational uses.  

Click the links below to learn more about Lake Massabesic, watershed protection 
efforts, and recreational opportunities in the Lake Massabesic watershed. 

LAKE MASSABESIC WATERSHED 

Lake and Watershed 
Information 

Watershed 
Recreation 



2 

Lake and Watershed Overview 
Lake Massabesic 

Since 1874, Lake Massabesic has served as the drinking water supply for 
people in the regional Manchester area. The lake covers over 2,500 acres 
in Manchester and Auburn, NH and has a storage capacity of 15 billion gallons. Supplementing the lake supply is 
a Tower Hill Pond, a man-made impoundment in Auburn and Candia. 

Lake Massabesic is divided at Deer Neck Bridge on the Londonderry Turnpike. Located in 
Auburn, East Pond, also known as Front Pond, contains over 76% of the water in the lake 
with the remainder in West Pond. West Pond, also known as Back Pond, is located in 
Manchester and Auburn.  Water flows from East Pond to West Pond through the 
connection at Deer Neck Bridge and then flows towards the water treatment plant on 
Lake Shore Road in Manchester. 

The Lake Massabesic Watershed 
A watershed is a geographic area where all of the water flows 
downhill to a single body of water, such as a lake, river, or estuary. 
The Lake Massabesic watershed covers over 42 square miles and 
includes portions of Manchester, Auburn, Candia, Chester, 
Hooksett, and a small section of Allenstown. 

In 2016, Manchester Water Works worked with the NHDES to 
develop a Lake Massabesic Watershed Management Plan to limit 
pollution to Lake Massabesic to ensure that it continues to be a 
safe source of drinking water. Much of the information in this plan 
is outlined on this website and the full plan is available for viewing. 

Watershed Land Uses 

• Land use in the watershed is primarily undeveloped (67%).  Approximately 9,200
acres of land is protected from future development through conservation
easements, deed restrictions or fee ownership.

• Residential, industrial, and commercial development are located around the
Londonderry Turnpike (Route 28B) corridor in Hooksett and Manchester and in
small clusters throughout the watershed.

• Route 101 runs through the center of the watershed.

Lake 
Massabesic 

Map 

Watershed 
 Map 

Watershed  
Land Use Map 

Conservation / 
Public Lands Map 

Lake and Watershed Information 

https://www.manchesternh.gov/Portals/2/Departments/water_works/watershed/WW_WatershedManagementPlan.pdf
https://www.manchesternh.gov/Portals/2/Departments/water_works/watershed/WW_LakeMassabesicWatershed.pdf
https://www.manchesternh.gov/Portals/2/Departments/water_works/watershed/WW_LakeMassabesicWatershed.pdf
https://www.manchesternh.gov/Portals/2/Departments/water_works/watershed/WW_LandUseMap.pdf
https://www.manchesternh.gov/Portals/2/Departments/water_works/watershed/WW_ConservationPublicLandsMap.pdf
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• Agricultural lands in the watershed are generally hobby farms and small horse farms.

Water Quality Protection 

Manchester Water Works (MWW) supplies safe drinking water to over 159,000 people in the communities it 
serves.  As part of its mission to provide safe drinking water, MWW conserves land, conducts water quality 
monitoring, and regulates and patrols watershed lands to protect the water supply.  

Water Quality Threats 

Since passage of the federal Clean Water Act in 1972, tremendous advances have been made to protect waters 
from point source discharges, which are direct pollution from an obvious source such as a pipe from a factory or 
sewage treatment. Today, nonpoint source pollution is the leading cause of water quality problems.  Nonpoint 
source pollution comes from many diffuse sources and is caused by rainfall or snowmelt moving over and 
through the ground, carrying pollutants and ultimately depositing them into lakes, rivers, coastal waters and 
ground water. Sources of this type of pollution are described below. 

Stormwater is water from rain or melting snow that does not soak into the 
ground. Stormwater can become polluted when it runs off streets, lawns, 
farms, and construction sites as it picks up pollutants such as dirt, oil, 
nutrients, pesticides, and bacteria. If untreated, it can cause water quality 
impairments when it flows into our lakes and rivers. Learn more about 
stormwater and what you can do to help: 

o New Hampshire Stormwater Manual
https://www.des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/stormwater/manual.htm

https://www.des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/stormwater/manual.htm


4 

o New Hampshire Stormwater Management for Homeowners
https://www.des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/stormwater/stormwater-mgmt-
homeowners.htm

o NH Soak up the Rain https://www4.des.state.nh.us/SoakNH/

Erosion is the gradual wearing away of land by water, wind, or ice. During 
construction, land can be disturbed by excavation, filling, and paving. This 
can increase erosion by exposing the soil to stormwater. Nutrients such as 
phosphorus have the ability to “stick” to soil and can be transported to 
lakes and rivers. Learn more about erosion and what you can do to help: 

o New Hampshire Erosion and Sediment Control Manual
https://www.des.nh.gov/organization/commissioner/pip/publications/wd/documents/wd-08-
20c.pdf

o Construction Site Stormwater Runoff Control
http://water.epa.gov/polwaste/npdes/swbmp/Construction-Site-Stormwater-Run-Off-Control.cfm

Septic systems are the primary way to deal with wastewater in areas without a sewer system. If they are 
properly installed and maintained, septic systems remove many of the pollutants that could cause water 
quality problems. However, if systems are not working properly, nutrients and bacteria could enter nearby 
waterbodies. Learn more about septic systems and what you can do to help: 

o EPA Septic Systems https://www.epa.gov/septic/how-your-septic-system-
works

Agriculture includes a broad range of activities that have the 
potential to cause nonpoint source pollution.  Fertilizers, manure, 
pesticides, and other sources of pollutants may enter nearby 
waterbodies if not properly managed.  Learn more about 
agriculture and what you can do to help: 

o USDA NRCS Conservation Practices
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/nrcs143_025540.pdf

Roads can be a significant source of nonpoint source pollution as 
stormwater runoff can pick up chemicals, fertilizers, oils, litter, salt, and 

https://www.des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/stormwater/stormwater-mgmt-homeowners.htm
https://www.des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/stormwater/stormwater-mgmt-homeowners.htm
https://www4.des.state.nh.us/SoakNH/
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/water/regulations/massachusetts-stormwater-handbook.html
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/water/regulations/massachusetts-stormwater-handbook.html
https://www.des.nh.gov/organization/commissioner/pip/publications/wd/documents/wd-08-20c.pdf
https://www.des.nh.gov/organization/commissioner/pip/publications/wd/documents/wd-08-20c.pdf
http://water.epa.gov/polwaste/npdes/swbmp/Construction-Site-Stormwater-Run-Off-Control.cfm
https://www.epa.gov/septic/how-your-septic-system-works
http://prj.geosyntec.com/npsmanual/sectionintroonsitewastewater.aspx
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/nrcs143_025540.pdf
http://prj.geosyntec.com/npsmanual/sectionintroagriculture.aspx
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other debris on the road surface and deposit it in nearby waterbodies. Unpaved roads can also contribute 
sediment and nutrients which may harm water quality. Learn more about roads and what you can do to 
help: 

o EPA Gravel Road Manual https://www.epa.gov/nps/gravel-roads-maintenance-and-design-manual

o NHDES Road Salt Reduction https://www.des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/wmb/was/salt-
reduction-initiative/

Logging is important to overall forest health as it can reduce the 
intensity of future forest fires and open up the ecosystem to new 
growth. If not managed properly, logging can cause erosion, destabilize 
shorelines, and reduce habitat for animals. Learn more about logging 
and what you can do to help: 

o EPA Forestry https://www.epa.gov/nps/nonpoint-source-
forestry

o US Forest Service Watershed Management Tools https://www.fs.fed.us/research/water-air-
soil/watershed-tools.php

Learn more about Nonpoint Source Pollution: 

• NHDES Watershed Assistance
(https://www.des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/wmb/was/index.htm)

• NHDES Soak up the Rain NH (https://www4.des.state.nh.us/SoakNH/)

Water Quality Monitoring 

Manchester Water Works has been conducting water quality sampling on Lake Massabesic and its tributaries for 
many years. Between June and October, weekly monitoring is conducted at four locations in Lake Massabesic 
East and five locations in Lake Massabesic West samples for temperature, dissolved oxygen, conductivity, and 
salinity.  Samples are also collected at 25 tributary locations. These samples 
are analyzed for water quality parameters including pH, turbidity, 
color, bacteria, metals, and nutrients. 

Invasive Species Control 
An invasive species can be any kind of living organism—a plant, 
insect, fish, fungus, bacteria, or even an organism’s seeds or 
eggs—that is not native to an ecosystem and causes harm. They 

variable milfoil 
(Myriophyllum heterophyllum) 

https://www.epa.gov/nps/gravel-roads-maintenance-and-design-manual
https://www.des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/wmb/was/salt-reduction-initiative/
https://www.des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/wmb/was/salt-reduction-initiative/
http://prj.geosyntec.com/npsmanual/sectionintroroads.aspx
https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2018/01/30/dirtroad.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/nps/nonpoint-source-forestry
https://www.epa.gov/nps/nonpoint-source-forestry
https://www.fs.fed.us/research/water-air-soil/watershed-tools.php
https://www.fs.fed.us/research/water-air-soil/watershed-tools.php
https://www.des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/wmb/was/index.htm
https://www4.des.state.nh.us/SoakNH/
http://prj.geosyntec.com/npsmanual/default.aspx
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can harm the environment, the economy, or even human health. Species that grow and reproduce quickly, and 
spread aggressively, with potential to cause harm, are given the label “invasive.” 

Invasive species are primarily spread by people, often unintentionally. Ships can carry aquatic organisms in their 
ballast water, while smaller boats may carry them on their propellers.  Manchester Water Works has an active 
invasive species program to prevent the growth and spread of invasive species and participates in the boat 
inspection program administered by the New Hampshire Lakes Association (NH LAKES) (https://nhlakes.org/) to 
prevent the introduction and spread of invasive species. Invasive plants in the lake are currently managed using 
diver assisted suction harvesting (DASH).  

Learn more about invasive species control in Lake Massabesic and throughout New Hampshire: 

• 2018 Lake Massabesic Aquatic Vegetation Assessment

• NHDES Exotic Species Program
https://www.des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/wmb/exoticspecies/index.htm

• National Wildlife Federation Invasive Species https://www.nwf.org/Educational-Resources/Wildlife-
Guide/Threats-to-Wildlife/Invasive-Species

Watershed Patrol 

Manchester Water Works employs a staff of watershed patrol officers who monitor all activity in the watershed 
and enforce the regulations pertaining to Lake Massabesic. Typical patrol duties include: 

• Enforcement of rules and regulations
• Inspecting for potential contamination sources including septic systems;
• Checking for Ice In/Ice Out;
• Operating the Tower Hill gate;
• Reading gauges at five stations (Sucker Brook, Tower Hill Pond, Main Dam, Derryfield Station, and

Cohas Station);
• Inspecting specific areas in the watershed on a daily, weekly, or monthly basis; and
• Collecting water samples.

https://nhlakes.org/
https://www.manchesternh.gov/Portals/2/Departments/water_works/watershed/WW_LakeMassabesicAquaticVegetationAssessment.pdf
https://www.des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/wmb/exoticspecies/index.htm
https://www.nwf.org/Educational-Resources/Wildlife-Guide/Threats-to-Wildlife/Invasive-Species
https://www.nwf.org/Educational-Resources/Wildlife-Guide/Threats-to-Wildlife/Invasive-Species
https://www.manchesternh.gov/Portals/2/Departments/water_works/Watershed_Rules.pdf
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Land Conservation 

Manchester Water Works currently owns over 8,000 acres of the 9,200 
protected acres in the Lake Massabesic watershed. Owning this land 
allows Manchester Water Works to regulate activities to further protect 
the lake from pollutants. Much of the conserved lands around the lake 
are open to recreation. Learn more about recreational opportunities in 
the watershed.  

Forestry Practices 

Manchester Water Works has a licensed professional forester on staff 
that manages the forests within the watershed in accordance with its 
Forest Management Plan The program includes annual selective tree 
harvesting on approximately 300 acres of forested land. This has been 
determined to be a suitable level for the 8,000 acres of land owned by 
Manchester Water Works. All forest harvesting activities are performed 
by private contractors under the supervision of Manchester Water 
Works’ professional forester.  

Public Education Programs 

Manchester Water Works has a comprehensive public education 
program that targets 3rd and 4th grade students in the City of 
Manchester. The program began in 1994 and includes classroom 
presentations, a 3rd grade poster contest, and a 4th grade science fair. 
Third grade students are introduced to the idea of a drinking water 
supply and the water cycle while fourth grade students focus on the 
idea of water pollution, watersheds, and water conservation. The 
winners of the poster contest and science fair are invited to 
Manchester Water Works’ “Water Fun Day and City-Wide Science Fair Finals” to enjoy food and games and to 
receive awards. 

In addition to the school education program, the Manchester Water Works forester gives historical talks about 
Lake Massabesic and presentations on forestry and green landscape through local civic groups and the Audubon 
Center. 

Conservation / 
Public Lands Map 

https://www.manchesternh.gov/Departments/Water-Works/Lake-Massabesic-Watershed
https://www.manchesternh.gov/Departments/Water-Works/Lake-Massabesic-Watershed
https://www.manchesternh.gov/Portals/2/Departments/water_works/watershed/WW_ForestManagementPlan.pdf
https://www.manchesternh.gov/Portals/2/Departments/water_works/watershed/WW_ConservationPublicLandsMap.pdf
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Rules and Regulations 

Manchester Water Works is focused on ensuring that the drinking water we 
provide is safe to drink. NH Rules Env-WS 902.23 were established to protect the 
water quality of the lake. Manchester Water Works employs a staff of watershed 
patrol officers  who monitor activity on the lake and watershed lands to enforce 
these regulations.  Key rules to protect water quality are summarized below – see the link for a complete list of 
regulations: 

• Don’t touch the water!

o Germs on your skin or clothing can pollute the water and make it unsafe for use as a public
drinking water supply.

o No sailboards, paddleboards, jet skis, or most inflatable
craft are permitted as they may allow contact between
the boater and the water.

• Pets and Wildlife

o Keep dogs and other pets on a leash. Pick up and dispose of
pet waste.

o Do not leave pets unattended or permit them to go in the
water.

o Follow all rules for horseback riding

o Do not feed wildlife.

• Keep it clean!

o Take your trash with you.

o Do not dump trash of any kind in or near the lake.

• Follow all boating rules

• Don’t camp or use unauthorized vehicles

o Do not camp overnight in a tent, camper, or houseboat near
the lake or on the ice.

o Do not use an open flame fire near the lake. Self-contained
charcoal fires can be uses in the designated public picnic area
adjacent to the Route 28 Bypass.

o Do not use ATVs or any off-highway recreational vehicle other
than snow mobiles near the water or on the ice.

Complete Lake 
Massabesic 
Regulations 

http://www.manchesternh.gov/Departments/Water-Works/Lake-Massabesic-Watershed
http://www.manchesternh.gov/Departments/Water-Works/Lake-Massabesic-Watershed
http://www.manchesternh.gov/Departments/Water-Works/Lake-Massabesic-Watershed
http://www.manchesternh.gov/Departments/Water-Works/Lake-Massabesic-Watershed
https://www.manchesternh.gov/Portals/2/Departments/water_works/Watershed_Rules.pdf
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Although Manchester Water Works’ primary land management goal is 
to protect and preserve the water supply, a significant portion of land 
in the watershed is open to the public for a variety of recreational 
uses.  

Trails 

About 50 miles of fire roads on Manchester Water Works Land are 
accessible to the public for running, hiking, and biking use. Detailed 
trail maps of the fire roads are provided by Manchester Water Works 
(see link below).  

Some areas of the watershed are restricted from public use to protect water quality. All users should pay 
attention to postings at trailheads and be aware that the area is 
patrolled by Manchester Water Works Watershed Patrolmen. Please 
follow all rules and regulations for use of this land and remember that 
our primary goal is to protect the drinking water supply. More 
information on biking around Lake Massabesic can be found on the 
Friends of Massabesic Bicycling Association (FOMBA) website 
www.fomba.org. 

The trails are well-marked and include a loop to the Massabesic 
Audubon Center in Auburn, NH, a wildlife sanctuary located on a 
historic farm site. More information about the center can be found on 
the NH Audubon website: 
http://www.nhaudubon.org/about/centers/massabesic/, 

Pets are permitted on the trails, but pet waste must be removed by 
owners and pets may not enter the water.  

 

 
  

Trail  
Maps 

Watershed Recreation 

https://www.manchesternh.gov/Portals/2/Departments/water_works/Watershed_Rules.pdf
http://www.fomba.org/
http://www.nhaudubon.org/about/centers/massabesic/
http://www.manchesternh.gov/Portals/2/Departments/water_works/WatershedTrail%20Map.pdf
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Boating 

Lake Massabesic covers over 2,500 acres in Manchester and Auburn, NH. Boating on the 
lake is permitted and enjoyed by many. As Lake Massabesic is a public water supply, 
boat access has the following restrictions: 

• No contact between the boater and the water;  

• No sailboards, paddleboards, jet skis, or most inflatable craft are 
permitted as they may allow contact between the boater and the 
water; 

• No boating in restricted area (see link to lake map) near the 
water supply intake; and 

• Limit boating speed to 35 MPH.  

Though not restricted, we discourage the use of all two-cycle 
engines on the lake as recent water quality testing has correlated 
the use of these engines with detected levels of MtBE in the lake. 

There are three public boat launches (see lake map) on the lake 
which are owned and operated by Manchester Water Works.  

• Auburn Village, just past the Town Hall; 

• Off Rte. 121 near the Manchester-Auburn town line; and 

• At Deerneck Bridge on the Route 28 bypass (Londonderry 
Turnpike). This launch is specifically designed for “cartop” 
craft such as kayaks and canoes. 

There is a public mooring located off of Rte. 121, east of the former 
railroad crossing, in an area known as Severance Beach. Permits are 
required from Manchester Waters Works and are provided on a first 
come first served basis. Call 603-624-6482 for more information. 

Manchester Water Works participates in the Lake Host Program, a courtesy boat inspection program 
administered by the New Hampshire Lakes Association https://nhlakes.org/ to prevent the introduction and 
spread of invasive species.   

Lake Massabesic 
depth map 

Lake Massabesic 
Map 

https://www.manchesternh.gov/Portals/2/Departments/water_works/Watershed_Rules.pdf
https://nhlakes.org/
https://www.manchesternh.gov/Portals/2/Departments/water_works/watershed/WW_LakeMassabesicWatershed.pdf
https://www.manchesternh.gov/Portals/2/Departments/water_works/watershed/WW_DepthMap.pdf
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Fishing and Hunting 

Lake Massabesic offers a wide range of fishing and hunting opportunities. All people wishing to hunt or fish in 
and around the lake must obtain a hunting or fishing license from New Hampshire Fish and Game  
(https://wildlife.state.nh.us/licensing/index.html) and must follow the rules and regulations  designed to protect 
the drinking water supply. 

Fishing 

Anglers can find both largemouth and smallmouth 
bass, white perch, yellow perch, pickerel, and 
horned pout. The lake is periodically stocked with 
trout by the NH Department of Fish and Game. 
There are three boat launches on Lake Massabesic, 
as shown on the watershed map.  The launch at 
Deerneck Bridge is for cartop boats only (no 
trailers).  

Hunting 

Hunters can enjoy a range of opportunities in the Lake Massabesic Watershed. Deer, small game, and waterfowl 
are popular species that can be hunted on most lands in the watershed. Hunting is restricted in some areas and 
all rules and regulations should be followed. Other important information regarding hunting in the watershed 
includes the following: 

• State licenses are required for hunting on Manchester Water Works property. Licenses can be obtained 
from NH Fish and Game (https://wildlife.state.nh.us/licensing/index.html). 

• Target shooting is not permitted on Manchester Water Works property. 

• Trapping takes place in select areas with the intention of keeping down populations of species that may 
degrade the environment. Most trapping in the watershed takes place in the water to limit the 
population of beavers.  

 

   
Lake Massabesic 

depth map 
Lake Massabesic 
watershed map 

Lake Massabesic 
map 

https://wildlife.state.nh.us/licensing/index.html
https://www.manchesternh.gov/Portals/2/Departments/water_works/Watershed_Rules.pdf
https://www.manchesternh.gov/Portals/2/Departments/water_works/Watershed_Rules.pdf
https://wildlife.state.nh.us/licensing/index.html
https://www.manchesternh.gov/Portals/2/Departments/water_works/watershed/WW_LakeMassabesicWatershed.pdf
https://www.manchesternh.gov/Portals/2/Departments/water_works/watershed/WW_LakeMassabesicWatershed.pdf
https://www.manchesternh.gov/Portals/2/Departments/water_works/watershed/WW_DepthMap.pdf
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Horseback Riding 

Horseback riding is only permitted on gravel fire roads on Manchester 
Water Works property. Detailed trail maps of the fire roads are provided 
by Manchester Water Works. Some areas of the watershed are 
restricted from public use to protect the quality of the lake. All users 
should pay attention to postings at trailheads and be aware that the 
area is patrolled by Manchester Water Works Watershed Patrolmen.  
Riders must follow all rules and regulations including: 

• Horses must be equipped with a device designed to collect 
horse waste as it is produced and all waste must be removed 
from the property.  

o There is a 900-acre exception area around Little Massabesic Lake known 
to riders as “The Maze.” In this area, horses are permitted without this 
device as volunteers pick up horse waste twice a week. 

o  During designated riding events, horses are permitted to rider without 
waste devices if waste is removed immediately after the events. 

• Horses cannot enter the water in the watershed and are not permitted in public park areas, boat 
launches, or on shoreline and beaches within Manchester Water Works property. 

Rules and Regulations 
Full list of rules  for Manchester Water Works land in the Lake Massabesic Watershed: and regulations

Rule(s) ENV.WS 902.23 adopted by the NH Department of Environmental Services on May 20, 2014 in 
accordance with RSA 485.24 

(d) Any person violating these rules so established shall in accordance with RSA 485.26 be guilty of a 
misdemeanor if a natural person, or guilty of a felony if any other person. 

(f) MWW Watershed Patrol Officers may enter on any land or property within the Lake Massabesic watershed 
for the purpose of investigating watershed sanitation and other sources of potential water contamination. 

(l) (1) A person shall not deposit any dead animal or parts thereof, food or any article perishable or decayable, 
kitchen waste, swill, garbage, or human waste on or within 200 feet of the waters of ice of Lake Massabesic or 
any pond, reservoir, or stream tributary thereto. 

(l) (2) A person shall not deposit any hazardous waste on or within 200 feet of the waters or ice of Lake 
Massabesic or any pond, reservoir or stream tributary thereto. 

(m) (1) A person shall not bathe, wade, swim, water ski, or perform any similar water contact activity, on or 
within the water of Lake Massabesic or any pond, reservoir or stream tributary thereto. 

Trail  
Maps 

https://www.manchesternh.gov/Portals/2/Departments/water_works/Watershed_Rules.pdf
http://www.manchesternh.gov/Portals/2/Departments/water_works/WatershedTrail%20Map.pdf
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(m) (2) A person shall not use a sailfish, sailboard, ski craft as defined in RSA 270.73 V or any other craft which, in 
judgement of Watershed Patrol Officers, makes extensive bodily contact with the water unavoidable in Lake 
Massabesic or any pond, reservoir or stream tributary thereto. 

(o) (1) A person shall not operate an all-terrain vehicle (ATV) or other off highway recreational vehicle (OHRV) 
other than a snow traveling vehicle as defined in RSA 215 A:1 in or on Manchester Water Works’ property r the 
water or ice of Lake Massabesic or any pond, reservoir, or stream tributary thereto, and then only in non-
restricted areas at the operator’s own risk. 

(o) (2) A person shall not break bottles or throw trash of any description into Lake Massabesic or any pond, 
reservoir or stream tributary thereto or the watershed area and property of the Manchester Water Works. 

(p) (1) The Back or West Pond of Lake Massabesic is closed to all activities north of Fire Point and west of the 
Auburn town lines as marked by floats and signs. 

(q) (1) A person shall not enter upon or remain on Manchester Water Works’ property between the hours of 8 
pm and 8 am. 

(q) (2) A person shall not place in or adjacent to Manchester Water Works’ waste containers any garbage, 
refuse, or trash of any kind brought from home, camp, or place of business. 

(q) (3) A person shall only use self-contained charcoal type fires, as opposed to open flame fires and then only in 
the designated public picnic area adjacent to Rte 28 Bypass. 

(q) (4) A vehicle shall not obstruct emergency access gates and violators shall be subject to towing at owner’s 
expense. 

 (q) (5) A person shall not, without permission, enter restricted areas that have been so posted “No 
Trespassing.” 

(q) (6) A person shall obey in matters governed by this section, all requests made by Watershed Patrol Officers 
on Manchester Water Works’ property. 

(s) (1) A person shall not tent or camp nor use overnight trailers, campers, or houseboats on Manchester Water 
Works’ property. 

(s) (2) (a) A person shall control by leash all dogs and other pets while on Manchester Water Works’ property or 
the water or ice of Lake Massabesic; (b) shall not leave such unattended; (c) shall not permit such pets in the 
water or on the beach; and (d) pet owners shall be required to pick up and properly dispose of their pets’ waste. 

(s) (3) A person shall not remove or damage or deface any structure, sign, plant, tree, or natural feature on 
Manchester Water Works’ property. 

(s) (4) A person shall not feed ducks, geese, seagulls, or other waterfowl on Manchester Water Works’ property. 

(t) (1) A person shall not operate a motor vehicle other than a snow traveling vehicle on the ice of Lake 
Massabesic. 

(t) (2) A person shall not race power boats or snow traveling vehicle on the water or ice of Lake Massabesic. 
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(t) (3) A person shall not operate any power boat or snow traveling vehicle at a rate of speed in excess of 35 
miles per hour on water or ice of Lake Massabesic. 

(t) (4) A person shall not place a mooring in Lake Massabesic without a mooring permit issued by Manchester 
Water Works. 

(t) (5) A person shall not place a dock in Lake Massabesic without a dock permit issued by Manchester Water 
Works. 

(t) (6) (a) A person shall not allow a boat to remain moored in Lake Massabesic after November 30th of each 
year. 

(t) (6) (b) Manchester Water Works may remove any boat moored in Lake Massabesic after November 30th of 
each year at the owner’s expense. 

Rules adopted by the Manchester Water Works’ Board of Water Commissioners June 1, 2014. 

1. A person shall not possess or consume any alcoholic beverages or controlled substances on Manchester 
Water Works’ property. 

2. A person operating a motor vehicle on Manchester Water Works’ property shall use only designated 
parking areas, abide by traffic control as indicted by signs, and use reasonable speed.  

3. If a pet becomes objectionable, its owner shall remove it from Manchester Water Works’ property. 
4. A person may ride horseback only on gravel fire roads on Manchester Water Works’ property and the 

horse must be equipped with a device designed to collect horse waste as it is produced. Such waste 
much also be removed from Manchester Water Works’ property. 

5. Horseback riding is also permitted without a device to collect horse waste on Manchester Water Works’ 
property during organized riding events approved by the Board of Water Commissioner, provided waste 
is removed immediately following such events. 

6. Horses are never permitted in public park areas and boat launches, in the water and on the shoreline 
and beaches of any lake or pond on or within the Manchester Water Works’ property or on any posted 
Manchester Water Works’ property. 

7. A person shall not conduct a special group activity on Manchester Water Works’ property or the water 
or ice if Lake Massabesic without first obtaining approval from the Board of Water Commissioners. 

8. A person shall not sell food, drink, or merchandise of any kind on Manchester Water Works’ property. 

 
 




