STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
VOTER ID LAW
RSA 659:13

[effective July 24, 2013]

EXPLANATORY DOCUMENT

During the 2013 legislative session the legislature made changes to the “Voter ID Law” (RSA 659:13). This explanatory
document is required under RSA 652:26 to help educate the public about the law’s requirements and application and outlines
the law’s requirements.

What type of ID will I need to vote?

Driver’s license issued by any state or federal government;

Non-driver ID card issued by NH DMV or motor vehicle agency of another state;

Photo ID card for “voting identification only” issued by NH DMV (RSA 260:21);

United States armed services identification card;

United States passport or passcard;

NH student ID card (see more information below);

A photo ID not mentioned above, but determined to be legitimate by the moderator, supervisors of the checklist, or
town or city clerk. If any person authorized to challenge a voter does so under this provision, the voter shall be
required to fill out a challenged voter affidavit before obtaining a ballot.

e Verification of the voter’s identity by a moderator or supervisor of the checklist or the town or city clerk. If any
person authorized to challenge a voter does so under this provision, the voter shall be required to fill out a
challenged voter affidavit before obtaining a ballot.

An acceptable photo ID must have an expiration date or date of issuance. The ID will remain valid 5 years beyond the
expiration date or date of issuance unless the voter is 65 or older in which case the expiration date can be exceeded
beyond 5 years. The hame on the ID shall substantially conform to the name on the checklist.

More on student ID cards:
Acceptable student photo ID cards must be issued by:
e A college, university, or career school approved or licensed to operate in New Hampshire
e A public high school in New Hampshire
e A non-public high school in New Hampshire accredited by a private school accrediting agency that is
recognized by the NH Department of Education.
e Dartmouth College
e Acollege or university operated by the university system of New Hampshire or the community college
system of New Hampshire

Beginning in 2014 all colleges or universities operated by the university system or community college system of New
Hampshire must include the date of issuance on the student ID card. Student ID cards without a date of issuance will be
accepted until September 1, 2018. Each August the Commissioner of the Department of Education will provide to the
Secretary of State a list of all approved, licensed, and accredited schools from which a student ID is acceptable.

What if 1 do not have an approved photo I1D?

Any voter who does not present an approved photo ID will be permitted to vote after executing a “challenged voter affidavit”.
A voter who does not have an approved photo ID may obtain a free photo ID for voting purposes only by presenting a
voucher from their town/city clerk or the Secretary of State to any NH DMV office that issues identification.

Is there any post-election action required by me after | vote without an approved photo 1D?

If you filled out a “challenged voter affidavit” in order to vote on Election Day, you will receive a verification letter from the
Secretary of State requesting confirmation that you voted in the election. If you do not respond in writing to the Secretary of
State within 90 days of the date it was mailed, the Attorney General will conduct an investigation to determine whether
fraudulent voting occurred.

Where can | get more information? Your town or city clerk or the Secretary of State.
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RSA 659:13 Obtaining a Ballot. 1. A person desiring to vote
shall, before being admitted to the enclosed space within the
guardrail, announce his or her name to one of the ballot clerks
who shall thereupon repeat the name; and, if the name is found
on the checklist by the ballot clerk, the ballot clerk shall put a
checkmark beside it and again repeat the name. The ballot clerk
shall state the address listed on the checklist for the voter, and
ask if the address is correct; if the address on the checklist is not
correct, the ballot clerk shall correct the address in red on the
paper checklist and the supervisors of the checklist shall cause
the centralized voter registration database to reflect the
correction. The ballot clerk shall request that the voter present a
valid photo identification meeting the requirements of paragraph
I. If the voter does not have a valid photo identification, the
ballot clerk shall inform the voter that he or she may execute a
challenged voter affidavit. The voter, if still qualified to vote in
the town or ward and having presented a valid photo
identification verifying the voter’s identity or executed a
challenged voter affidavit, and unless challenged as provided for
in RSA 659:27 through 659:33, shall then be allowed to enter
the space enclosed by the guardrail. After the voter enters the
enclosed space, the ballot clerk shall give the voter one of each
ballot to be voted on in that election which shall be folded as it
was upon receipt from the secretary of state. The ballot clerk
shall also mark the checklist using a ruler or other straight edge
to ensure accuracy of the mark in order to show that the voter
obtained his or her ballot.  The person entering voter
information into the centralized voter registration database shall
cause the records to indicate when a voter has not presented a
valid photo identification and whether such voter executed a
challenged voter affidavit.

Il. (a) A valid photo identification shall show the name
of the individual to whom the identification was issued, and the
name shall substantially conform to the name in the individual’s
voter registration record; it also shall show a photograph of the
individual to whom the identification was issued. The photo
identification shall also have an expiration date that has not been
exceeded by a period of more than 5 years, except that a voter
65 years of age or older may use an otherwise qualified form of
identification without regard to expiration date, and except that
student identification cards shall comply with the date
requirements in subparagraph (5). The following forms of
identification bearing a photograph of the voter shall satisfy the
identification requirements of paragraph I:

(1) A driver’s license issued by any state or the federal
government.

(2) An identification card issued under RSA 260:21 or a
nondriver’s identification card issued by the motor vehicles
division, department, agency, or office of any state.

(3) A United States armed services identification card.

(4) A United States passport or passcard.

(5) A valid student identification card if:

(A) The card is issued by:

(i) A college, university, or career school in New
Hampshire and approved to operate or licensed to operate in
New Hampshire.

(i) A public high school in New Hampshire.

(iii) A nonpublic high school in New Hampshire
accredited by a private school accrediting agency that is
recognized by the department of education.

(iv) Dartmouth College.

(v) A college or university operated by the university
system of New Hampshire or the community college system of
New Hampshire.

(B) The card has either an expiration date or an issuance
date that has not been exceeded by a period of more than 5
years, except that, at all elections prior to September 1, 2018,
student identification cards without a date of expiration or
issuance shall be accepted.

(b) In addition to the forms of photo identification
authorized in subparagraph (a), the following shall satisfy the
identification requirements of paragraph I:

(1) A photo identification not authorized by
subparagraph (a) but determined to be legitimate by the
supervisors of the checklist, the moderator, or the town or city
clerk, provided that if any person authorized to challenge a voter
under RSA 659:27 objects to the use of such photo
identification, the voter shall be required to execute a challenged
voter affidavit as if no identification was presented.

(2) Verification of the person’s identity by a moderator
or supervisor of the checklist or the town or city clerk, provided
that if any person authorized to challenge a voter under RSA
659:27 objects to such verification, the voter shall be required to
execute a challenged voter affidavit.

(c) The secretary of state shall post the lists of educational
institutions provided by the commissioner of the department of
education under RSA 21-N:4, XI on the department of state’s
website, and otherwise shall make such lists available to local
election officials.

I1l. If a voter on the nonpublic checklist executes a
challenged voter affidavit in accordance with paragraph I, the
affidavit shall not be subject to RSA 91-A.

IV.(@) The secretary of state shall cause a letter of
identity verification to be mailed by first class mail to each voter
who executed a challenged voter affidavit in accordance with
paragraph I. The letter shall be mailed within 60 days after the
election, except that if the election is a state primary election,
the letter shall be mailed 60 days after the general election, and
if the election is a regularly scheduled municipal election, the
letter shall be mailed by the July 1 or January 1 next following
the election. The secretary of state shall mark the envelope with
instructions to the United States Post Office not to forward the
letter and to provide address correction information. The letter
shall notify the person that a person who did not present valid
photo identification voted using his or her name and address and
instruct the person to return the letter within 90 days with a
written confirmation that the person voted or to contact the
attorney general immediately if he or she did not vote. The
letter shall also inform the person of the procedure for obtaining
a free nondriver’s picture identification card for voting purposes.

(b) The secretary of state shall cause any letters mailed
pursuant to subparagraph (a) that are returned as undeliverable
by the United States Post Office to be referred to the attorney
general. The secretary of state shall also prepare and forward to
the attorney general a list of all persons who were mailed letters
under subparagraph (a) and have not confirmed that they voted.
Upon receipt of notice from a person who receives a letter of
identity verification that the person did not vote, or upon receipt
of a referral from the secretary of state, the attorney general shall
cause an investigation to be made to determine whether
fraudulent voting occurred.

(c) Within 60 days after a state general election, the
secretary of state shall compile a report of the number of voters
that did not present valid photo identification at each election
occurring since the previous state general election, and forward
the report to the speaker of the house of representatives, the
president of the senate, and the chairpersons of the appropriate
house and senate standing committees with jurisdiction over
election law.





